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From  Dave's  Desk 


Welcome  to  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Re- 
view.  1  hope  you  enjoy  its  editorial  content  as 
well  as  the  extensive  listings  of  coins,  books, 
and  other  items  for  sale.  1  suggest  that  you 
look  through  the  coin  offerings  first,  and  then 
call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  to  reserve 
the  items  of  interest  (or  send  your  order  by 
mail,  e-mail,  or  fax).  The  coin  market  is  "hot" 
now,  and  many  if  not  most  items  are  one-of- 
a-kind  in  our  stock. 

Quality  is  as  important  as  ever,  and 

when  you  buy  — whether  from  us  or  from 
somewhere  else  — do  as  we  do:  let  the  "num¬ 
ber"  on  a  coin,  such  as  MS-63,  be  your  start¬ 
ing  point.  After  this,  examine  the  coin  care¬ 
fully  to  be  sure  that  it  is  attractive  in  appear¬ 
ance  and  of  excellent  quality.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  necessary  to  know  the  coin.  The  best 
way  to  do  this  is  to  build  a  numismatic  li¬ 
brary.  We  recommend  you  check  our  Books 
for  Sale  section  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Right  now  I  feel  like  Sherlock  Holmes 
must  have  felt  when  he  was  in  his  room  at 
221b  Baker  Street  in  London,  solving  myster¬ 
ies  while  Watson  was  in  the  field  doing  re¬ 
search,  and  others  were  bringing  clues  to  his 
door.  As  I  write  these  words,  two  of  our  staff¬ 
ers  (Rosalie  and  Roberta)  are  at  the  New 
Hampshire  Historical  Society  archives  looking 
through  files  of  newspapers  from  the  early 
19th  century  (part  of  research  for  a  really  won¬ 
derful  —  in  my  opinion  —  book  that  will  be  all 
about  1804-dated  silver  dollars).  Mark  Borck- 
ardt  and  Ray  Merena  are  about  to  leave  on  a 
trip  while  Chris  Karstedt  is  making  plans  to 
head  out  west  (stopping  along  the  way  to  see 
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the  Treasures  of  Mandalay  Bay  exhibit  we 
helped  prepare  in  Las  Vegas).  Meanwhile,  here 
1  am  — just  like  Sherlock  — in  my  office,  sifting 
through  research  clues  and  doing  other  inter¬ 
esting  things,  such  as  working  far  in  advance 
for  our  Childs  Collection  catalogue  for  August 
and  our  Bass  Collection  catalogue  for  October. 
All  of  this  is  a  lot  of  fun,  of  course.  As  I've  said 
before,  I've  never  worked  a  day  in  my  life.  1 
have  enjoyed  every  minute. 

The  cover  of  this  issue  shows  the  Cliff 
House,  a  hotel,  restaurant,  and,  according  to 
an  account  by  the  late  historian  Lucius 
Bebee,  a  place  for  trvsts  and  assignations.  It 
was  perched,  seemingly  precariously,  on 
rocks  overlooking  the  Pacific  Ocean  near 
San  Francisco.  In  the  foreground  is  a  para¬ 
pet,  statue,  etc.,  in  the  yard  of  Adolph  Sutro, 
owner  of  the  Cliff  House.  Sutro  made  his 
fortune  in  the  Comstock  Lode  in  Nevada, 
not  by  digging  gold  and  silver  ore,  but  by 
constructing  a  tunnel  to  drain  unwanted 
water  from  the  mine  shafts.  Later,  he  became 
mayor  of  San  Francisco.  A  number  of  years 
back  your  editor  purchased  many  of  Sutro's 
artifacts  and  other  items  once  associated 
with  the  Cliff  House,  this  being  accom¬ 
plished  through  the  Whitney  family,  then 
the  owners  of  the  premises  (although  the 
Cliff  House  building  shown  here  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire  decades  earlier).  The  vista 
shown  on  the  cover  is  from  about  a  century 
ago,  say  1899.  Stupidly  (I've  made  my  share 
of  mistakes)  I  declined  to  buy  three  large 
cabinets  filled  with  glass  negatives  showing 
old-time  San  Francisco  scenes,  although 
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these  were  offered.  The  Cliff  House  was  one 
of  the  first  establishments  to  install  a 
Wurlitzer  coin-operated  piano,  a  Tono- 
phone,  as  it  was  called.  Wonder  how  many 
thousands  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  went 
through  the  slot?  Actually,  I  would  not  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  it  was  equipped  to 
take  silver  dimes,  for  nickel  five-cent  pieces 
were  not  widely  used  on  the  West  Coast  at 
that  time. 

The  other  day  1  received  a  nice  note 
from  a  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  which 
went  something  like  this  (I  filed  the  letter  and 
do  not  have  it  on  hand  at  the  moment):  "I've 
been  a  customer  of  yours  ever  since  the 
1970s.  Each  time  I  get  a  Rare  Coin  Review  or 
one  of  your  Coin  Collector  newspapers,  I  send 
an  order.  I  am  very  lucky  to  have  discovered 
the  hobby  of  coin  collecting,  but  I  am  just  as 
lucky  to  be  a  friend  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries.  You  folks  put  the  fun  into  coin  col¬ 
lecting."  This  type  of  letter  is  not  particularly 
unusual,  and,  indeed,  does  reflect  what  we 
try  to  do  which  is  to  help  you  enjoy  coins. 

On  behalf  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
team,  thank  you  for  being  a  friend  and  cus¬ 
tomer. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 


wider,  practically  obliterating  the  N  in  AN  at  TOO  Addition 
ally,  the  die  shows  many  horizontal  die  cracks  in  various 
stages  of  development,  chiefly  among  the  date  and  denomina¬ 
tion 


In  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Review  we 
offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  colonial  coins,  com¬ 
mencing  with  a  desirable  and  scarce  Massachusetts 
Pine  Tree  shilling  of  the  large  planchet  Noe-1  variety , 
and  continuing  to  include  a  1776  Continental  Cur¬ 
rency  "dollar,"  coins  of  the  states,  and  other 
important  pieces. 

The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American  coins 
includes  many  different  issues.  The  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport  as  any  to 
gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  offers 
much  information  between  two  covers,  and  at  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price  (check  our  Books  for  Stile  section).  Still 
further,  if  your  interest  becomes  specialized,  there  are 
a  number  of  excellent  monographs  and  studies,  some 
of  which  are  out  of  print  and  others  which  are  easily 
obtainable.  If  you  are  interested  in  history,  an  abso¬ 
lute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  1875  work.  The  Early 
Coins  of  America,  available  in  reprint  form. 


Intriguing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
The  Paradigm  Colonial  Coin 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-1.  VF-20.  69.4  grains.  Large 
planchet.  Medium  silver  gray,  lighter  on  the  high 
points.  Moderately  off  center  on  the  obverse,  with 
much  of  MAS  off  the  flan;  the  reverse  is  nicely 
centered.  From  a  late  state  of  the  reverse  die,  and 
much  rarer  than  the  early  unbroken  state.  A  very 
pleasing  coin  just  recently  purchased.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  N-l  is  the  paradigm  Pine  Tree  shil¬ 
ling,  indeed  colonial  coin,  representing  as  it  does  an 
early  entry  in  this  romantic  series.  In  other  words, 
if  you  want  just  one  colonial  coin,  this  is  a  great 
candidate! . 2,650 

This  very  late  reverse  state  exhibits  a  large  cud  joining 
the  tops  of  the  1  and  6  in  the  date,  and  another  joining  the  back 
of  the  2  to  the  beaded  circle.  This  break  then  becomes  even 


A  Lovely  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-30.  VF-35  (PCGS).  69.9  grains.  Small 
planchet.  A  direct  link  with  the  first  English-re¬ 
lated  colonial  mint  in  the  New  World,  this  histori¬ 
cally  important  issue  was  coined  in  Boston  by- 
order  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull . 3,495 

The  1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling  has  a  secure  niche  in 
American  folklore  and  history.  Of  all  early  American  issues, 
this  is  probably  the  most  storied,  with  Nathaniel  Hawthorne’s 
tale  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull's  daughter  receiving  as  her 
dowry  her  weight  in  freshly  minted  coins  of  this  design.  The 
actual  location  of  the  mint  is  believed  to  have  been  in  the  area 
of  today's  Bromfield  Street  in  Boston.  As  has  been  related 
extensively  in  the  literature,  the  mint  was  the  creation  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  colonists,  not  an  official  branch  of  the 
Royal  Mint  in  London 


1776  Continental  Currency  "unit"  or  "dollar." 
Newman-2C,  Breen-1092.  Pewter.  VF-25(PC(  .S). 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous  coin.  The 
linked  states  design  on  the  reverse  is  said  to  have 
been  suggested  by  Benjamin  Franklin;  a  similar 
design  is  found  on  the  reverse  of  the  Fugio  cents 
of  1787,  in  which  prolific  Ben  also  had  a  hand.  It 
is  believed  that  the  Continental  Currency  pieces 
were  issued  under  authority  of  the  Continental 
Congress  and  were  intended  as  a  metallic  substi¬ 


tute  for  paper  dollars,  although  no  specific  docu¬ 
mentation  is  known  to  us . ! . 7,650 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-la,  Breen- 
1106.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  VF-30  Medium 
brown  surfaces.  Die  break  in  the  reverse  rays  be¬ 
neath  ATIO,  typical  for  this  variety . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity'  to  the  United  States  For  a  time  there 
was  a  mini-mov  ement  to  call  these  "  Constellatio  Nova"  coins, 
but  the  Nova  Constellatio  nomenclature  seems  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  C-2b,  Breen-1107. 
Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  V'F-20.  Smooth  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces  show  a  touch  of  olive.  An 
attractive  example  of  a  popular  type  from 
among  the  fascinating  copper  issues  of  this  de¬ 
cade  . 495 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Maris  33.2-Z.5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-40.  Deep  tan  to  medium  brown 
surfaces,  some  light  detritus  in  the  obverse  leg¬ 
ends.  Ver\-  little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A 
choice  example  of  this  popular  variety,  with  a 
reverse  die  break  that  extends  from  Liberty's 
waist  to  the  D  of  1NDE.  Quality  pieces  such  as 
this  are  quite  elusive  and  in  heavy  demand  in 
today's  market  which,  thanks  to  Dr.  Phil 
Mossman's  book,  the  Colonial  Newsletter,  and 
other  fine  things  in  print,  is  enjoying  the  most 
action  we've  seen  in  years . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-45  I  ight  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on  the  high 
points.  Outstanding  quality . 795 


Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be 
sent  to  you  tor  approval  inspection.  In 
that  wav  you  can  carefully  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  piece.  These  early  coins 
are  very  attractive  and  interesting,  and 
often  in-person  inspection  is  more  re¬ 
vealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in 
the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  Frank 
Van  Valen,  or  Ray  Merena  based  upon 
its  eye  appeal,  overall  quality,  and  value. 
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1787  Connecticut  copper.  M36-L.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
Rarity-5.  VF-30.  Medium  tan  and  brown.  A  scarce 


variety  that  is  seldom  encountered  finer . 399 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M37.  VG-8 . 99 


1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  48-g.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Chocolate  brown.  One  of  the  Outlined  Shield  va¬ 
rieties,  this  struck  in  Rahway,  New  Jersey. ...  595 
1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety. 
Intermediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the 
upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting 

the  D  (GOLD) . 925 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 

seen . 1,495 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1156 
to  1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL;  much  more  elusive  than  the  plain 
edge  variety.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so 
fine! . 1,095 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of 
the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse.  For 
a  long  time  in  AmericaVt  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
"triangle  cents." 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294-1295.  Plain 
edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  interesting 
Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely  struck  from 
shallow  dies . 450 

The  obverse  has  a  shallowly  cut  portrait  and  the  curi¬ 
ous  inscription  GEORGEIVS  WASHINGTON.  Produced  in 
England  in  the  1790s  (estimate),  this  issue  was  deliberately 
made  to  appear  worn,  so  that  freshly  minted  coins  would 
readily  circulate  without  being  examined  closely. 


Half  Cents 

In  this  issue  we  offer  many  nice  half  cents,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  1794,  and  ending  with  the  last  year  of 
issue,  1857.  On  our  recent  buying  trip  we  bought  a 
whole  box  filled  with  half  cents,  in  paper  envelopes 
where  they  had  been  placed  years  ago.  Check  our 
selection  carefully. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and 
Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.'s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

1794  Breen-6b,  Cohen-4.  VF-25.  (PCGS).  First  year  of 
the  design  type  with  Liberty  facing  right.  Lovely 
chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Quality  half  cents  such 
as  this  are  difficult  to  keep  in  stock  and  a  tele¬ 
phone  call  is  highly  recommended . 1,925 

Beautiful  1794  Half  Cent 


1794  B-9,  C-9.  AU-55.  Delightful  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces  show  strong  design  details  and  an  absolute 
minimum  of  marks  of  any  size.  Nicely  centered 
and  equally  as  nicely  struck.  If  quality  is  a  guiding 
beacon  for  you,  then  this  choice  early  half  cent 
will  fill  the  bill  nicely.  A  gorgeous  example  of  the 
date  and  grade,  a  coin  whose  glowing  description 
only  does  partial  justice  to  its  overall  quality.  We 


guarantee  you'll  love  this  half  cent! . 9,450 

1794  B-9,  C-9.  F-15  BN  (NGC) . 675 


1795  B-6a,  C-6a.  No  Pole,  With  Stems.  G-6 . 235 

Beautiful  1797  Half  Cent 


1797  B-lc,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich,  glossy 
brown  surfaces  very  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Well 
struck  and  very  desirable.  Boldly  struck  over  a 
Talbot  Allum  &  Lee  cent  with  a  slight  trace  of  the 
hatch  visible  left  of  the  date.  Incredibly  high  grade 
for  a  1797  half  cent,  very  beautiful  in  appearance, 
interesting  as  a  variety,  and,  considering  the  high 
grade,  very  reasonably  priced.  A  coin  you  will 

enjoy  owning! . 6,350 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent-size  tokens  were  purchased 
in  quantity  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  half  cent  planchets 
were  punched  from  them.  The  scissel  was  then  melted  and 
recycled  into  other  planchets  (but,  of  course,  lacking  the 
original  T.A.  &  L.  characteristics). 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  C-l.  Die  State  III.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Simply  put,  an 
outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive.  The  glossy 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of  red  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely  near¬ 
gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 

grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 6,350 

1800  B-1,  C-l.  VF-25 . . . 185 


Lovely  1803  Half  Cent 


1803  B-1,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  chocolate 
brown  with  a  touch  of  mahogany  on  the  reverse.  A 
difficult  date  to  locate  in  such  a  fine  grade  (signifi¬ 
cantly  more  so  than  1800, 1804, 1805,  or  1806),  and 
worthy  of  serious  consideration  as  such.  Outstand¬ 


ing  both  aesthetically  and  technically . 2,750 

1803  B-3,  C-l.  VG-8.  Late  die  state . . . 65 

1803  B-4,  C-4.  F-12 . 109 


1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-50.  Late  die  state.  1 ,095 
1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-25.  Die  state  XL  .  295 
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Money  of  the 
American  Colonies  and 
Confederation 

by  Philip  L.  Mossman 

In  this  monumental  study,  published  by  the 
ANS,  the  author  provides  a  fresh  insight  into 
American  monetary  history  of  the  pre-federal 
period.  An  ideal  companion  to  Crosby’s  Early 
Coins  of  America.  312  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200.  List  price 

$100. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  Late  die  state.  245 
1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  Die  state  IX. .  225 
1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15.  Late  die  state. .  135 
1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 595 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown.  375 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  F-12 . 79 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45 .  475 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-40 

(NGC) . 285 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  VF-30 . 185 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  AU-50  Pleasing 
brown  surfaces.  A  delightful  early  half  cent!  595 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF-40 . 135 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30.  We've  been 
buying  half  cents!  Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Com 
Review  to  add  to  vour  collection  or  to  start  one.  135 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 . 135 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-25 . 109 

1804  B-l  1,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 .  275 


1805  B-l,  C-l.  Small  5,  No  Stems.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) 
Lustrous  and  beautiful  surfaces.  Outstanding 
quality  for  an  early  half  cent,  probably  one  of  a 
few  hundred  such  pieces  in  numismatic  hands— 
a  small  number  in  comparison  to  the  millions  of 
eager  numismatists  in  our  country! . 2,350 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  lovely  high-grade  coin 

among  the  dozens  of  half  cents  recently  pur¬ 
chased . 425 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  No  Stems.  F-12 . 59 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous 

and  beautiful . 1,995 


1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-61  RB  (NGC). 
Light  obverse  spots  and  central  planchet  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  noted . 1,650 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  EF-45.  Very  pleasing.  Another 

of  our  many  recent  purchases . 265 

1807  B-l,  C-l .  EF-40.  A  high  grade  for  this  dale,  as  1807 

half  cents  are  usually  seen  well  worn . 375 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 85 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  Quite  scarce  in  grades  above  VF.  This  lovely 
half  cent  will  nicely  fill  the  requirements  for  the 
date  and  variety . 975 

Unlike  certain  other  early  Draped  Bust  half  cents,  the 
entire  issue  of  ISOM  seems  to  have  been  paid  out  into  the 
channels  of  commerce  Today,  most  examples  are  well  worn, 
with  t.ood,  VC,  and  Fine  being  about  par  The  presently 
offered  coin  is  exceptional 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6"). 
AU-55  f  irst  year  of  John  Reich's  so-called  Cla  / 
Head  design  (which  had  been  used  a  year  earlier 


on  the  copper  cent) . 495 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces.  165 

1809  B-5,  C-5.  VF-35  (NGC) . 99 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  EF-45 . 139 

1811 B-2,  C-l  F-15  . 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  VF-30 . 115 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  M2 . 69 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (AN ACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  231 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  VF-35  (NGC) . 79 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  EF40 . 89 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-55 . 159 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-45 . 89 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-40 . 79 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  VF-30 . 65 


1828  B-3,  C-2.  12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC)  Among 
the  most  popular,  desirable,  and  curious  issues  of 
the  era.  Heavily  circulated  1828 12-Star  half  cents 
are  the  rule  when  seen  in  the  marketplace,  with 
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The  Early  Coins 
of  America 

by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic 
books,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  Standard  reference  on 
colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Durst  reprint. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List 
price  $45.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


lovely  Mint  State  examples  such  as  this  only  in¬ 
frequently  offered  at  best.  This  Uncirculated 
specimen  smacks  of  opportunity,  and  it  will  be  a 
stand  out  in  any  general  collection  or  cabinet  of 
early  coppers . 1,395 

The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  of  negli¬ 
gence,  or  perhaps  too  much  rum  during  the  noon  meal,  as 
certainly  no  design  change  was  intended.  A  parallel  from  the 
same  general  era  can  be  drawn  by  the  1832  55  gold  rarity  with 


just  12  obverse  stars 

1828  B-3,  C-2. 12  Stars.  VF-30 . 85 

1828  B-3,  C-2.  12  Stars  VF-20 . 79 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 459 


1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  Usually  a  listing  in  the  Rurc  Com 
Rcvieu'  represents  a  coin  that  is  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  stock,  but  our  recent  fortuitous  buy  of  half 
cents  resulted  in  our  obtaining  a  small  handful  of 
this  date,  variety,  and  grade.  However,  they  will 


go  quickly,  we  know . 119 

1829  B-l,  C-l’ VF-20 . 69 

■  I.(  -1  EF-40 . 79 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-45  (NGC) . 89 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45 . 89 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF40 . 79 


1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  NGC).  A  relatively  com¬ 
mon  date  in  circulated  grades  as  well  as  the  lower 
end  of  the  Mint  State  category.  However,  in  gem 
Uncirculated  preserv  ation —as  offered  here  — the 
rantv  of  the  date  increases  considerably .  Medium 
brown  with  prooflike  fields  surrounding  sharply 

detailed  design  motifs.  A  beauty! . 995 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS44  BN  (PCGS)  Lovely  light  tan 
planchet  with  the  appearance  of  unglazed  por¬ 
celain.  A  pretty  piece.  If  it  were  made  of  choco¬ 
late,  v  ou  d  sav  "Yum!  Yum!"  A  very  appealing 


coin! . . . 649 

1833  B-L  C-l  MSo2  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  289 

1833  B-l.  C-l.  AU-55 . 145 

1833  B-l.  C-l.  AU-55  (NGC) . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 89 

1833  B-l.  C-l.  EF45  (NGC) . 89 

1833  B-l.  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 


1834  B-l,  C-l  MS-63  BN  Lustrous  brown . 350 

1834  B-L  C-l  N1S-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  350 
1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 125 


1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF45 . 89 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF45  (NGC) . 89 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-L  C-l  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  345 
1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  289 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 159 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 159 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 135 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  EF45 . 89 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Nicely  struck.  At¬ 
tractive  appearance . 595 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF45  (NGC) . 89 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF40 . 79 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20 . 69 
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1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Very 
scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elusive  than  gen¬ 
erally  realized.  This  is  the  first  business  strike 
appearance  in  the  half  cent  series  of  Christian 

Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  design . 1,195 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  so 
fine,  yet  rather  inexpensive  (in  our  opinion).  295 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  AU-53  (NGC) . 235 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 125 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  495 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 85 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  525 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 325 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  315 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 


1851  B-3,  C-3.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  895 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN.  A  popular  date  in  a  highly 

collectible  (and  equally  affordable)  grade . 435 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 


surfaces . 325 

1853  B-l,  C-l .  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  235 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 65 


1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  425 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  265 


1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  BN  (NGC) . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  . . 79 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 189 

1856  B-2a,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 149 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  AU-50 . 139 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  EF-45 . 99 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  EF-40 . 85 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  VF-35 . 79 


1856  B-2,  C-l .  VF-30.  Suggestion:  Use  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Reviezv  to  start  or  complete  a  date  set  of 
business  strike  half  cents  of  the  1849-1857  years. 
These  coins  are  quite  inexpensive.  It  is  not  often 
that  we  have  such  a  nice  stock  to  offer,  and  before 
we  know  it,  most  will  be  sold.  Right  now,  as  we 
go  to  press,  all  are  available . 75 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  eye 

appeal! . 425 

In  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that 
most  1857  half  cents  had  been  held  at  the  Mint  and  then 
melted.  Thus,  the  coins  are  scarcer  than  even  the  low  mintage 


figure  suggests. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 319 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 .  295 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 209 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 185 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 129 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 105 


Large  Cents 

Our  selection  is  varied,  as  always,  but  this  time  is 

off  to  a  late  start,  commencing  not  with  1793,  but  with 

1798.  Quite  a  few  appealing  coins  are  offered,  espe¬ 
cially  among  the  middle-date  issues. 

1798  Sheldon-166.  Large  8.  VF-35.  The  so-called  Whis¬ 
ker  Variety,  from  a  tiny  hair-like  die  defect  under 
Miss  Liberty's  chin.  A  pleasing  specimen. .  1,495 

1801  S-213.  F-15.  Outstanding  quality  and  appeal  for 

the  assigned  grade.  Have  it  arrive  in  your  mailbox 
for  just . 435 

1802  S-237.  EF-40.  Widest  date  of  the  year.  Large 

berries  in  wreath.  Medium  brown  with  out¬ 
standing  overall  appeal.  Definitely  choice  for 
the  grade . 865 

1802  S-241.  No  Stems.  VF-30.  Chocolate  brown  sur¬ 

faces  are  free  of  significant  marks.  An  attractive 
coin  overall . 525 

1803  S-249. 1/000.  VF-30.  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 

lar  error  fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown 
with  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,095 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-40.  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Latest  die  state.  Some  very  faint 
porosity  is  noted  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  barely  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye  and  does  not  detract  sig¬ 
nificantly  from  the  overall  quality . 795 


Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Frac¬ 
tion.  VF-20.  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in  any 
grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered 
here.  An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again  and 

again  when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  some  ma¬ 
hogany  overtones.  Mark  Borckardt  has  quite  an 
eye  for  quality,  and  when  you  see  this  piece  you'll 
realize  that  it,  like  others  we  offer,  is  really  nice 
within  its  grade  range! . 895 


ami  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 

owner . 10,150 

1813  S-293.  EF40  (PCGS).  Lovely  brown  surfaces.  1,395 


A  Nice  "Panic  Attack" 

Your  editor  cannot  help  but  reproduce 
a  small  part  of  a  very  nice  letter  received 
from  the  consignor  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Cabinet,  which  we  have  been  selling  in  sec¬ 
tions  during  the  past  several  years: 

"I  was  delighted  after  the  last  sale  to 
hear  that  the  1864-L  Proof  cent  brought 
a  record  price.  I  had  not  been  keeping 
track  of  past  records,  so  I  was  waiting 
to  get  the  pre-settlement  report.  I'll  be 
truthful  — when  I  received  it  I  had  a 
panic  attack!  I  had  no  idea  the  consign¬ 
ment  went  for  such  a  total  figure!  I  was 
thrilled,  needless  to  say... 

"I  want  you  to  know  what  a  com¬ 
fort  it  has  been  to  my  family  and  me  for 
you,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt 
to  be  taking  care  of  these  estate  coins. 
These  were  gathered  with  tender  lov¬ 
ing  care  over  a  long  time,  and  1  feel  that 
you  have  shown  the  same  tender  lov¬ 
ing  care  in  your  presentation.  This  has 
meant  a  great  deal  to  all  of  us  in  the 
family  as  we  have  lived  with  the  coins 
for  many  years  and,  actually,  they  have 
been  part  of  our  lives.  In  reading  the 
catalogues  you  have  presented,  I  have 
been  quite  impressed  with  the  re¬ 
search.  1  have  learned  a  lot  — this  bring¬ 
ing  pleasure  in  addition  to  the  prices 
the  coins  have  brought.  So  on  to  the 
next  sale.  Everything  is  in  order.  1  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  the  personal  touch  you 
and  your  staff  have  given  me." 
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A  Coin  By  Any  Other  Name 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Recently,  D.S.,  a  New  England  reader, 
wrote  this:  "I  am  trying  to  determine  what 
is  the  correct  way  to  capitalize  coin  series 
and  denominations.  I  remember  that  you 
recently  published  an  article  that  stated 
the  correct  way  to  capitalize  them.  Could 
you  send  me  a  copy  of  that  article?" 

We  don't  recoil  which  article  this  was,  hut 
the  following  article,  here  slightly  adapted,  was 
done  by  us  in  1993  and  appeared  in  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist: 

"What's  in  a  name?  That  which  we 
call  a  rose,  By  any  other  name  would  smell 
as  sweet,"  Shakespeare  said  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet. 

"A  definition  is  that  which  so  de¬ 
scribes  its  object  as  to  distinguish  it  from 
all  others;  it  is  no  definition  of  any  one 
thing  if  its  terms  are  applicable  to  any  one 
other,"  wrote  Edgar  Allan  Poe  in  The  Ratio¬ 
nale  of  Verse. 

This  article  will  probably  please  no 
one  completely.  The  subject  is  numismatic 
nomenclature,  an  area  with  few  rules  but 
many  ideas.  The  topic  came  up  when  Nu¬ 
mismatist  Editor  Barbara  Gregory  and  I 
were  discussing  the  term  Liberty  Seated,  as  1 
prefer  it.  An  article  I  had  submitted 
for  publication  had  come  back 
with  the  phrase  changed  to 
Seated  Liberty.  I  remonstrated 
that,  for  example,  the  Guide  Rook 
prefers  Liberty  Seated,  and  we  also 
have  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club. 

Barbara  countered  by  say¬ 
ing  that  in  her  opinion  an  ad¬ 
jective  should  always  come 
first,  and  a  noun  second.  Thus, 

Seated  Liberty.  If  it  were  other¬ 
wise,  then  to  be  consistent  with 
my  preference  of  Liberty  Seated,  we  should 
have,  for  example,  1856  Eagle  Flying  cent.  1 


suppose  we  could  also  have  the  1877  Head 
Indian  cent. 

After  touch¬ 
ing  upon  a  few' 
liARlY  other  terms,  we 

AMERICAN  both  remembered 

cents 


that  the  Mint  in  its  official 
news  releases  calls  Lincoln  cents  "pen¬ 
nies,"  which  is  one  of  the  first  things  the 
coin  collector  learns  not  to  do.  However, 
Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon  retitled  his  1949 
book,  Early  American  Cents,  as  Penny 
Whimsy  when  it  was  updated  and  re¬ 
vised  in  1958.  Technically,  a  penny  is  a 
denomination  of  England  and  certain 
other  countries,  not  of  the  United 
States.  Cent  is  the  official  term 
used  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
lowever,  does  a  cent  become  a  , 
penny  if  we  call  it  one?  Per¬ 
haps  yes,  perhaps  no.  Few 
would  argue  that  if  you 
call  a  cow  a  horse,  it  is  still 
a  cow.  Thus,  we  are  back  to 
square  one. 

Before  changing  away  from  the  cow- 
horse-cow  analogy  completely,  1  cannot 
help  but  mention  that  the  ANA  Mid-Win¬ 
ter  Convention  had  its  name  changed  a 
few  years  to  the  Early  Spring  Convention, 
even  though  it  is  still  held  in  the  winter,  ac¬ 


cording  to  the  calendar  (but  perhaps  the 
calendar  is  wrong;  never  take  anything  for 
granted). 

Let  me  also  mention  that  we  are  deal¬ 
ing  w'ith  flaws  in  the  English  language. 
Operative  means  functioning,  whereas  inop¬ 
erative  means  not  functioning.  How'ever,  in¬ 
flammable  and  flammable  berth  mean  the 
same  thing,  whereas  one  would  logically 
think  that  inflammable  would  mean  not 
subject  to  combustion.  Then  there  is  the 
subject  of  rhyming  — thank  goodness  this 
article  does  not  deal  with  numismatic  po¬ 
etry— and  such  English  words  as  bough, 
through,  tough,  though,  and  so  on.  Pit)'  the 
poor  foreigner  wanting  to  learn  how  to 
speak  as  we  do! 

Sometimes  in  numismatics  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  arises  as  to  whether  a  word 
should  be  shortened  for  modern  usage, 
such  as  catalog  and  catalogue.  I  have  always 
preferred  the  latter,  for  when  1  was  a  kid 
one  of  my  most  consulted  references  was 
the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins,  by  Wayte  Ray¬ 
mond.  How¬ 
ever,  a  couple 
years  ago  Carl¬ 
ing  Gresham 
wrote  a  commen¬ 
tary  in  which  he 
felt  that  adding  the 
"ue"  was  a  bit 
stuffy  and  preten¬ 
tious. 

Should  it  be  luster 
or  lustre— l  prefer  the 
latter,  which  inclines  to¬ 
ward  the  British  usage.  Is 
it  mint  mark  (two  words)  or  mintmark ? 
Years  ago,  as  in  Augustus  G.  Heaton's  trea¬ 
tise,  Mint  Marks,  was  usually  two  words. 
Today  I  see  it  often  as  one. 

Grading  nomenclature  often  displays 
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variables.  The  official  ANA  designation  is 
Extremely  Fine,  but  often  one  sees  Extra 
Fine.  To  my  mind,  extra  means  superfluous, 
not  very.  1  note  that  PCGS  on  its  holders 
has  the  abbreviation  XF,  which  doesn't 
seem  to  be  right  either;  EF  is  proper.  I've 
written  to  PCGS  about  this  several  times, 
but  1  guess  they  are  busy  with  other  things 
(such  as  grading  coins).  Is  it  About  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  or  Almost  Uncirculated?  I  have  seen 
both  used.  About  takes  preference. 

I  believe  we  can  thank  Ken  Bressett 
for  much  of  the  nomenclature 
we  now  use  with  regard  to 
coin  design  types,  especially 
among  earlier  issues  in  which 
there  was  little  standardiza¬ 
tion.  As  editor  of  the  Guide 
Book,  and  a  close  associate  of 
that  volume  for  many  years 
when  Dick  Yeoman  was  edi¬ 
tor,  Ken  created  such  terms  as 
Matron  Head  for  the  1816  cent,  Capped  Bust 
for  the  1807  half  dollar,  and  Petite  Head  for 
certain  late-date  large  cents,  among  other 
terminology.  (If  someone  else  invented 
some  of  these  terms,  let  me 
know  and  I'll  put  a  note  of 
correction  in  a  future  ar¬ 
ticle.) 

However,  many  of 
the  terms  that  Ken  didn't 
invent,  but  which 
have  come  to  us  by  tradition, 
are  not  correct  in  a  technical 
sense.  For  example,  what 
nearly  everyone  calls  the  buf¬ 
falo  nickel  should  really 
be  the  bison  nickel,  for 
a  bison  is  the  quad¬ 
ruped  depicted. 

Even  better,  it 
should  be  called  an 
Indian  nickel,  for  an 
Indian  motif  is  on  the 
obverse.  Usually  we  call  a 
coin  by  its  obverse  design,  not  the  reverse 
(where  the  four-legged  animal  is).  Other¬ 
wise  we  would  have  the  Monticello  nickel 
instead  of  the  Jefferson  nickel,  and  the 
Great  Seal  half  dollar  instead  of  the 
Kennedy  half  dollar,  etc.  Actually,  as  Jeffer¬ 
son  "nickels"  are  75%  copper,  we  should 
really  call  them  Jefferson  coppers. 


One  of  the  most  erroneous 
popular  terms  is  the  Mercury 
dime.  Depicted  on  the  dime  is 
Miss  Liberty,  a  woman,  with 
wings  on  her  head.  Mercury,  the 
messenger  of  mythology,  was  a  male  and 
had  wings  on  his  feet.  However,  to  say 
Winged  Liberty  Head  dime  is  too  compli¬ 
cated,  and  to  simply  say  Liberty  Head  is  to 
confuse  it  with,  say,  the  1892  Barber  dime. 
[Actually,  after  writing  this  paragraph  in 
1993, 1  came  to  find  that  the  mythological 
Mercury  did,  indeed,  have  wings 
on  his  cap;  so  future  comments 
will  be  changed.  However,  he  is  a 
he,  not  a  she.] 

Speaking  of  the  coins  of 
Charles  Barber,  perhaps  these 
should  be  called  Liberty  Head 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars, 
after  the  obverse  motif.  It  is  some¬ 
what  unusual,  although  not  un¬ 
precedented,  to  name  a  coin  after  its  en¬ 
graver— we  do  have  the  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagle  and  the  Morgan  silver  dollar, 
among  others.  However,  we  do  not  have 
the  Fraser  nickel  (James  Earle  Fraser  de¬ 
signed  the  Buffalo  nickel  — or  is  it  the  In¬ 
dian  Head  nickel  — or  is  it  the  Bison 
nickel?),  the  Flanagan  quarter  (Washington 
quarter),  or  the  Roberts  half  dollar 
(Kennedy  half  dollar). 

The  1836  Liberty  Seated  (or  Seated 
Liberty)  — things  are  getting  compli¬ 
cated-silver  dollar  is  popularly  called  a 
Gobrecht  dollar,  but  an  1837  half  dime  or 
dime  with  precisely  the  same  obverse 
motif  is  not  known  by  the  Gobrecht 
name. 

About  the  time  I  was  mulling  over 
these  things,  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of  Coin 
World,  telephoned,  and  in  the  course  of 
our  conversation  I  mentioned  that  I  had 
just  talked  to  Barbara  Gregory,  and  was 
pondering  ideas  for  an  article  on  nomen¬ 
clature.  This  caused  Beth  to  mention  that 
terminology  was  a  problem  at  Coin  World, 
too,  and  although  a  style  guide  had  been 
printed  for  use  of  staff  members,  there 
were  still  many  areas  of  disagreement.  In 
particular,  she  brought  up  the  Mercury 
dime  situation.  The  next  day  a  copy  of  the 
Coin  World  style  guide  arrived  by  over¬ 
night  express.  Among  other  things,  1 
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learned  that  for  Coin  World  authors  there 
are  the  following  preferences: 

Buyer's  fee  is  preferred  over 
buyer's  premium  or  juice.  1  have  heard 
the  latter,  particularly  among  younger 
dealers.  Before  then,  I  thought  it  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  squeezing  oranges.  Now, 
some  think  it  applies  to  squeezing  bidders. 

Standing  room  only:  To  quote  Coin 
World:  "When  used  as  an  adjective,  hy¬ 
phenate:  'The  standing-room-only  crowd 
filled  the  room  to  capacity.'  When  used  as  a 
noun,  do  not  hyphenate:  'The  bourse  is 
filled  to  standing  room  only.'  A 
standing-room-only  crowd 
is  one  which  every  seat  is 
filled  and  additional  per¬ 
sons  are  forced  to  stand.  I 
threw  this  in  because  in 
today's  coin  market,  at 
numismatic  seminars, 
and  at  conventions,  it 
would  warm  all  of  our 
hearts  to  see  some  of  these 
standing-room-only  (I 
hope  hyphens  were 
supposed  to  be  used 
here)  crowds! 

Canadian  de¬ 
nominations:  "There 
are  no  nickel, 
dime,  quarter  dol¬ 
lar,  or  half  dollar 
coins  among  Ca¬ 
nadian  denomina¬ 
tions.  The  proper 
usage  is  five-cent 
coin,  10-cent  coin,  25-cent 
coin,  50-cent  coin."  I  remember  learning  this 
the  hard  way  when  giving  a  talk  before  a 
group  of  Canadian  numismatists.  I  was  not 
more  than  a  few  minutes  into  my  mono¬ 
logue  when  1  noticed  a  persistently  raised 
hand.  I  stopped,  asked  what  the  matter  was, 
and  was  forthwith  told  that  there  was  no 
such  animal  as  an  1858  Canadian  dime. 

Coins  without  names:  An  interesting 
paragraph  in  the  Coin  World  style  guide  in¬ 
forms  users  of  the  following:  "Several  U.S. 
coins  have  no  commonly  used  name:  two- 
cent  coins,  silver  three-cent  coins,  $3  gold 
coins." 

Actually,  the  government  referred  to 
the  silver  three-cent  piece  as  the  trime,  and 
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I  occasionally  use  it  in  some  of  my  firm's 
auction  catalogues  (or  cata¬ 
logs),  but  it  never  has  caught 
on.  Next  time  one  of  my 
readers  gets  wrought  up 
about  grading  terminology, 
surcharges  on  commemora¬ 
tive  coins,  certification  ser¬ 
vices,  or  any  other  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  issues  of  the  era,  perhaps 
some  of  this  energy  could 
be  diverted  to  making 
up  a  pet  name  for  the 
two-cent  piece  or  $3 
gold  coin.  Both  de¬ 
nominations  are  nice  to 
collect,  both  are  scarce, 
and  perhaps  they  are  de¬ 
serving  of  better  terminology. 

How  about  tzvosies  and  threesics? 

Coronet:  "Use  Coronet  instead  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  for  the  Si,  $2.50,  $5,  $10  and  $20 
coins  of  the  19th  century  and  early  20th  cen¬ 
tury,"  the  Coin  World  style  sheets  advise. 
Turning  to  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  which  was  in  existence  before  Coin 
World  was  even  thought  of  (the  first  edition 
came  out  in  1946,  whereas  the  first  Coin 
World  issue  saw  the  light  of  day  in  I960),  1 
see  therein  that  the  gold  dollar  is  referred  to 
as  the  Liberty  Head  type,  the  quarter  eagle 
is  called  the  Coronet  type,  the  half  eagle  is 
called  the  Coronet  type,  the  eagle  is  called 
the  Coronet  type,  and  the  double  eagle 
(w'hich  has  essentially  the  same  design  as 
the  1849-1854  gold  dollar)  isn't  called  any¬ 
thing— there  is  no  title  depicting  the  type. 

Standing  Liberty:  The 
same  Coin  World  refer¬ 
ence  tells  me  that  in¬ 
stead  of  referring  to 
certain  1917  quarters 
as  Type  I  or  Type  II,  if  I 
were  sitting  at  a  desk  at 
Amos  Press  out  in  Sidney, 
Ohio,  working  on  the  next  issue  of  Coin 
World,  1  had  better  use  the  somewhat 
naughty  sounding  "1917  Standing  Liberty, 
Bare  Breast  quarter  dollar,"  and  the  rather 
military  "1917  Standing  Liberty,  Mailed 
Bust  quarter  dollar."  I  don't  think  I'll  use 
these  terms  any  time  soon. 

Stella:  The  same  reference  suggests  that 
Stella  always  be  capitalized,  and  at  Bowers 


and  Merena  Galleries  we  usually  do  this  as 
well.  However,  it  doesn't  make  any  more 
sense  to  capitalize  Stella  than  it  would  to 
capitalize  Dime,  or  Trime  (we  tried  capi¬ 
talizing  these  other  two  words  here  to 
see  what  they  would  look  like).  Similarly, 
Coin  World  suggests  that  trade  in  Trade 
dollars  be  capitalized  but  only  if  they 
are  United  States  Trade  dollars,  not 
British  trade  dollars,  or  Canadian 
trade  dollars.  Personally,  I  never  capi¬ 
talize  trade  dollar  unless  it  begins  a  sen¬ 
tence,  such  as  "Trade  dollars  are  the  fa¬ 
vorite  coins  of  noted  numismatic  author¬ 
ity  Bruce  Amspacher." 

Now,  1  move  on  to  other  ideas. 

1  like  to  capitalize  coin  grades,  to 
avoid  confusion.  Thus,  a  Good  1804  large 
cent  or  a  Fine  example,  doesn't  refer  to  one 
of  these  scarce  cents  (or  pennies?)  that  is 
nice  or  desirable.  Instead,  Good  and  Fine,  if 
capitalized,  have  specific  grade  meanings. 
In  numismatic  literature,  capitalization  is 
often  inconsistent.  1  also  prefer  to  capitalize 
Proof,  Mint  State,  and  Uncirculated. 

We  all  know  our  right  hand  from  our 
left  hand,  but  when  you  look  at  a  Kennedy 
half  dollar,  which  is  the  right  wing  of  the 
eagle  and  which  is  the  left?  Procedure  has 
never  been  standardized  in  this  area,  either. 
On  the  left  side  of  the  coin  is  actually  the 
eagle's  right  wing.  To  clarify  this,  sometimes 
writers  say  something  convoluted  such  as 
"eagle's  right  (observer's  left)  wing,"  a 
phrase  which  I  also  have  used.  1  lowever,  as 
the  observer  (or  at  least  the  typical  observer 
who  isn't  a  parakeet  or  canary)  doesn't  have 
a  wing,  it  would  probably  be  better  to  sav 
something  even  more  awkward:  "Eagle's 
right  wing  (which  the  observer  will 
see  on  the  left  side  of  the  coin)." 
think  I  will  leave  eagle  wings 
behind  now. 

In  the  course  of  writ¬ 
ing  my  two-volume  book 
set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 

[which  was  published  in 
1993  and  is  now  out  of  print] 
was  urged  by  Eric  P.  Newman  and 
several  others  not  to  refer  to  1804  silver 
dollars  as  "originals"  and  "restrikes."  In¬ 
stead,  the  best  term,  apparently,  is  novodel, 
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a  word  which  I  have  employed.  Usually 
(there  are  exceptions),  novodel  refers  to  a 
coin  made  for  collectors  or  other  purposes 
at  a  later  date,  by  an  official  mint,  of  a 
specimen  or  variety  of  which  no  original 
(coin  made  in  the  year  indicated)  ever  ex¬ 
isted.  Somehow,  I  think  novodel  is  a  nicer 
word  than  antedated  fantasy  (which  Eric  P. 
Newman  and  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  used  in 
their  book.  The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar )  or 
Don  Taxav's  term,  piece  de  caprice.  Tb  me, 
restrike  is  completely  inappropriate,  as  this 
applies  the  issuance  at  a  later  date  of  coins 
from  the  same  dies  used  earlier  to  make 
originals  in  the  year  indicated  on  the  dies. 

Going  further 
with  the  restrike 
term,  it  is  be- 


lieved  that 
the  1851 
Centered 
Date  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated 
(Seated  Lib¬ 
erty?)  dollar 
was  either  made 

from  an  obverse  die  cut  in  1851  but  never 
used  then,  or,  more  likely,  a  new  die  made 
at  the  mint  a  number  of  years  later.  If  the 
die  was  never  used  to  make  original  1851 
dollars,  then  we  should  not  call  these 
pieces  1851  restrikes  today  — but  we  all  do. 

Then  there  is  the  situation  concerning 
government  officials.  When  preceding  a 
name  I  capitalize  a  title,  such  as  Director  of 
the  Mint  Donna  Pope.  However,  after  the 
name  I  do  not,  and  it  would  be  Donna 
Pope,  director  of  the  Mint.  I  capitalize  Mint 
as  it  is  a  particular  institution.  Mint  reports 
and  other  government  documents  are 
not  at  all  consistent  in  this  regard. 
Sometimes  Director  of  the 
Mint,  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  and  other  terms  are 
capitalized  when  all  by 
themselves,  and  other 
times  they  are  not.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  Mint  reports,  did  you 
know  that  what  we  call  the 
Carson  Citv  Mint  was  almost 
never  called  this  originally?  It  was 
referred  to  as  the  Carson  Mint,  or  the  mint 
at  Carson.  The  word  "city"  rarely  appeared 
in  contemporary'  government  reports. 
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While  1  am  at  it,  let  me  mention  what  1 
consider  to  be  one  of  the  most  curious  terms 
in  numismatics,  one  used  to  describe  par¬ 
ticularly  elusive  coins,  that  being  excessively 
rare.  To  me,  excessively  rare  means  too  rare— 
or  rarer  than  it  should  be  or  can  be.  I  prefer 
exceedingly  rare.  However,  1  note  in  my  own 
firm's  catalogues  the  phrase  "excessively 
rare"  has  crept  in  here  and  there  over  the 
years  —  but  such  instances  were  coins  cata¬ 
logued  by  other  members  of  the  firm. 


We  haven 't  checked  these  "facts, "  bu  t  most  of 
them  look  OK.  Thanks,  Cynthea,  for  watching  the 
Internet  for  such  things  (meanwhile,  we  are  busy 
writing  catalogues,  etc.,  but  we  did  find  time  to 
add  some  semi-numismatic  notes  after  some  of  the 
"facts").  These  are  a  lot  of  fun  (both  the  " Odds  and 
Ends"  and  the  catalogues  we  are  writing). 

•  Rubber  bands  last  longer  when  refrig¬ 
erated. 

•  Peanuts  are  one  of  the  ingredients  of 
dynamite. 

•  The  national  anthem  of  Greece  has  158 
verses.  No  one  in  Greece  has  memorized  all 
158  verses. 

•  There  are  293  ways  to  make  change 
for  a  dollar  (numismatists  take  note). 

•  The  average  person's  left  hand  does 
56%  of  the  typing. 

•  A  shark  is  the  only  fish  that  can  blink 
with  both  eyes. 

•  Maine  is  the  only  state  whose  name  is 
just  one  syllable. 

•  There  are  more  chickens  than  people  in 
the  world. 

•  Two-thirds  of  the  world's  eggplant  is 
grown  in  New  Jersey  (we  always  knew  that 
New  jersey  was  special). 

•  The  longest  one-syllable  word  in  the 
English  language  is  "screeched." 

•  On  a  Canadian  two-dollar  bill,  the  flag 
flying  over  the  Parliament  Building  is  an 
American  flag. 

•  Winston  Churchill  was  born  in  a  la¬ 
dies'  room  during  a  dance. 

•  Almonds  are  members  of  the  peach  family . 


Name 


I  have  even  heard  arguments  on  the 
definition  of  what  a  coin  is.  Does  a  coin 
have  to  be  legal  tender  and  of  a  specific 
denomination,  or  can  a  coin  be  something 
else?  For  example,  is  a  privately  issued 
copper  Civil  War  token  a  coin  or  is  it  not? 
Can  it  be  owned  by  a  coin  collector,  or  is 
the  owner  referred  to  as  something  else 
entirely  —  a  token  collector. 

Usually  when  writing  an  article  1  try 
to  draw  some  conclusions,  but  the  present 

Odds  and  Ends 

(a  few  of  them  numismatic) 

•  All  of  the  clocks  in  the  movie  Pulpi  Fic¬ 
tion  are  stuck  on  4:20. 

•  No  word  in  the  English  language 
rhymes  with  month,  orange,  silver,  or 
purple  (the  "silver  situation"  makes  it  hard 
to  write  poems  about  half  dimes). 

•  "Dreamt"  is  the  only  English  word  that 
ends  in  the  letters  "mt." 

•  An  ostrich's  eye  is  bigger  than  its  brain 
(is  this  true  of  some  humans,  too?) 

•  All  50  states  are  listed  across  the  top  of 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  on  the  back  of  the  $5 
bill  (another  numismatic  item;  good  thing, 
as  this  is  being  printed  in  a  numismatic  pub¬ 
lication). 

•  Coca-Cola  was  originally  green. 

•  John  Lennon's  first  girlfriend  was 
named  Thelma  Pickles. 

•  Mr.  Rogers  is  an  ordained  minister. 

•  The  microwave  was  invented  after  a 
researcher  walked  by  a  radar  tube  and  a 
chocolate  bar  melted  in  his  pocket. 

•  There  are  336  dimples  on  a  regulation 
golf  ball. 

•  There  are  only  four  words  in  the  En¬ 
glish  language  which  end  in  "-dous":  tre¬ 
mendous,  horrendous,  stupendous,  and 
hazardous. 

•  Los  Angeles's  full  name  is  "El 
Pueblo  de  Nuestra  Senora  la  Reina  de  los 
Angeles  de  Porciuncula"  —  and  can  be  ab¬ 
breviated  to  3.63%  of  its  size:  "L.A."  (we 
think  we'll  keep  using  Los  Angeles  on  the 
covers  of  the  catalogues  of  occasional  auc¬ 
tions  we  hold  there). 

•  A  cat  has  32  muscles  in  each  ear. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


discussion  is  an  exception.  I  simply  raise 
points.  Fred  Schwan  advises  me  that  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  is  endeavoring 
to  create  a  style  guide  to  be  used  by  all  in 
the  hobby  — or  is  it  an  industry  because 
some  call  it  that? 

As  is  the  case  for  preferences  for  reli¬ 
gion,  politics,  and  even  the  desirability  of 
smooth  over  crunchy  peanut  butter,  there 
may  not  be  a  wrong  or  right  answer  to 
many  of  the  things  I  have  brought  up. 


•  Tigers  have  striped  skin,  not  just 
striped  fur. 

•  In  most  advertisements,  including 
newspapers,  the  time  displayed  on  a  watch 
is  10:10  (years  ago,  the  most  popular  time  to 
be  displayed  on  clocks  was  8:20;  this  is  true). 

•  A1  Capone's  business  card  said  he  was 
a  used  furniture  dealer  (was  he  something 
else,  too?). 

•  The  characters  Bert  and  Ernie  on 
Sesame  Street  were  named  after  Bert  the 
cop  and  Ernie  the  taxi  driver  in  Frank 
Capra's  It's  A  Wonderful  Life  starring  Jimmy 
Stewart. 

•  A  dragonfly  has  a  lifespan  of  24  hours. 

•  A  goldfish  has  a  memory  span  of  three 
seconds  (is  this  true  of  some  humans,  too?). 

•  A  dime  has  118  ridges  around  the 
edge  (numismatists  take  note,  but  we  usu¬ 
ally  call  them  reeds). 

•  On  an  American  one  dollar  bill,  there 
is  an  owl  in  the  upper  left  hand  comer  of  the 
"1"  encased  in  the  "shield"  and  a  spider 
hidden  in  the  front  upper  right-hand  comer 
(some  imagination  must  be  required;  we 
didn't  see  it). 

•  The  giant  squid  has  the  largest  eyes  in 
the  world. 

•  In  England,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
is  not  allowed  to  speak  (sounds  like  some¬ 
thing  worth  adopting  for  our  own  Con¬ 
gress). 

•  The  name  for  Oz  in  the  "Wizard  of 
Oz"  was  thought  up  when  the  creator, 
Frank  Baum,  looked  at  his  filing  cabi¬ 
net  and  saw  A-N,  and  O-Z,  hence  "Oz." 


9 


May-June  1999 /Rare  Coin  Review  #129 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1813  S-293.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece.  995 

1813  S-293.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  and  grade . 585 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  VF-20.  Late  die  state . 475 

1818  Newcomb-10.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Pale  pink  iri¬ 
descence  and  warm  honey  brown  mingle  nicely 
on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  near-gem  cent.  A 
beauty! . 695 

1819/8  N-l.  EF-40.  Popular  overdate . 275 


Notable  1823/2  Cent  Rarity 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40  Medium  brown  surfaces  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highlv  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 
price.  A  find . 2,250 

Ofallcent  dates  in  the  later  series  I81MK57,  the  182."' is 
far  and  away  the  most  elusive  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 

1826  N-8.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 245 

1828  N-l  1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Problem-free 

deep  tan  surfaces  with  a  glint  of  red  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  areas . 630 

1829  N-5.  Small  Letters.  VF-25.  Somewhat  scarce  as 
a  date  (in  the  context  of  this  design  type). .  285 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Small  Letters.  VF-35  Medium 

brown  with  a  few  tiny  marks  noted  for  accuracy. 
Still,  however,  a  splendid  specimen,  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  of  a  classic  key  variety.  Among 
Guide  Book-listed  issues,  this  has  always  been  a 
much  sought  item . 1,195 

1833  N-6.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  glossy  gem  of  lovely 
quality  and  strong  aesthetic  appeal.  Nicely  struck 


in  all  areas  save  for  some  obverse  stars . 995 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  (Low-120).  AU-50.  These 
pieces,  listed  in  the  back  of  the  Guide  Book,  were 
made  privately  as  a  proposal  for  a  new  alloy  for 
cent  manufacture.  The  progenitor  was  Dr.  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger,  who  is  known  not  only  in  the 
world  of  numismatics,  but  equally  so  in  the  world 

of  gems  and  mineral  specimens . 159 

1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahogany. 

Very  nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1837  N-9.  FF-45.  Light  mahogany  and  tan  surfaces.  139 
1837  N-l  1.  Beaded  Hair  Cords.  AU-55.  Glossy  tobacco 
brown  surfaces  display  a  minimum  of  marks. 


Choice  for  the  grade . 235 

1838  N-7.  AU-55 .  245 


1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  MS-64  BN.  Cents  of  this  year 
are  always  popular,  as  within  this  year  there  are 
a  number  of  distinctive  portrait  varieties— no 
doubt  the  result  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  efforts  to 
improve  the  coinage  design  (the  same  year,  1839, 
saw  the  production  of  an  inordinate  number  of 
half  dollar  patterns) . 2,295 

1839  N-9.  Sill v  Head.  AU-50.  A  chocolate  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  ever-popular  Guide  Book  type. ...  325 

This  variety,  SI-9,  exhibit,  a  diagonal  die  crack  across  Miss 
Liberty's  portrait,  and  is  easily  recognized  by  that  diagnostic 

1847  N-l  .  AU-50 . 175 

1847  N-4.  AU-55 .  275 

1848  N-40.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50 .  265 

1849  N-2.  AU-58.  Nicely  centered  with  medium 

brown  surfaces . 299 

1849  N-8.  AU-50 . 199 


Get  off  to  a 


great  start. . . 
buy  the  book 
before 
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America's  Large  Cent 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors,  histori¬ 
ans,  researchers,  and  others  from  seminars  of  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  conducted 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  on  No¬ 
vember  9,  1986.  190  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-215.  List 
price  $25.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  sec 
page  89. 
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1849  N-8.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1852  N-3.  AU-55 . 159 


1852  N-14.  AU-55.  Go  back  a  few  spaces  and  read  our 

suggestion  about  collecting  half  cents  of  the  1850s, 
as  we  have  a  nice  stock  of  half  cents  nerw.  We  can¬ 
not  say  the  same  thing  about  our  stock  of  cents  of 
the  1850s  as  we  only  have  a  few . 159 

1853  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  plenty  of  mint  red  on  glossy  reddish  brown 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  all  design  details 


strong  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars . 795 

-  N-25.  MS-63  BN . 185 


Small  Cents 

F hj i tig  Eagle  Cents 

It  is  not  May  25, 1857,  but  it  seems  like  it!  On  that 
long-ago  day,  Flving  Eagle  cents  were  released  for  the 
first  time.  Today  in  1999,  they  are  where  you  find 
them,  usually  one  at  a  time.  However,  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Com  Review  we  have  multiple  grades  to  offer 
in  the  Mint  State  category.  Enjoy! 

1857  Flying  Lagle.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  show  a  hint  of  deeper  golden  toning  on 
both  sides.  A  tiny  die  chip  is  seen  in  the  lower 

loop  of  the*  second  S  in  STATES . 895 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  lIN.'GS)  Rich  golden  irides¬ 
cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  thin  planchet  impres¬ 
sion,  as  struck,  is  noted  in  the  area  of  the  eagle's 
tail  and  claw;  a  glass  is  needed  to  see  it,  and  it  is 

only  mentioned  for  accuracy . 895 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63 1  NC.C).  Bnlliant.  deep  honey 
gold  surfaces.  A  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  is 

noted  in  the  reverse  wreath  at  3:00 .  595 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  deep  honey  gold 
surfaces . 595 

1857  Flying  Eagle  MS-62  (E*CGS) . 345 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64.  Highh  lustrous  with 

»trong  details  on  both  sides.  Well  struck  with  all 
design  elements  crisp  and  bold . 950 

Indian  Head  Cents 

In  recent  times  Indian  Head  cents  have  attracted 
quite  a  few  buyers,  a  well-deserved  change  from  the 
market  doldrums  of  a  decade  or  so  ago.  Today,  In¬ 
dian  cents  are  coming  into  their  own,  or  perhaps  they 
have  already  arrived.  However,  despite  this  market 
activity,  there  are  many  excellent  values  to  be  had. 
Cherry  picking— selecting  for  quality— is  always  rec¬ 
ommended.  We  do  this  when  purchasing  for  our 
stock,  and  we  suggest  that  vou  do  it  as  well.  If  you 
buy  from  us,  you  get  quality  we  have  seen  with  our 
own  eyes.  Each  coin  you  buy  has  passed  our  test  be¬ 
fore  we  wrote  out  a  Bowers  and  Merena  check  to  buy 
it.  If  you  buv  elsewhere,  simply  remember  that  price 
is  just  one  part  of  the  equation,  and  that  when  we  buy 
coins  for  stock,  we  reject  several  Indian  cents  for  every 
single  piece  we  buv.  Thus,  while  price  is  always  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  field  of  Indian  cents  quality  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  equation.  1  here  is  no  such  thing  as 
bargain  price  and  high  quality  at  the  same  time -you 


10 


Mav-June  1999/ Rare  Coin  Review  #129 


Colonial,  Copper,  ami  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


get  one  or  the  other.  Take  your  pick! 

Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just 
what  they  have  hoped  for. 

1859  MS-64.  Intense  rose  iridescence  graces  the  de¬ 
sign  high  points  of  this  satiny  coin.  Sharply  struck 

with  grand  overall  eye  appeal . 875 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  business  strike  example  of  the  issue . 875 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces; 
a  choice  piece  that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or 
date  collection . 875 

1859  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 429 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  honey 

brown  toning . 295 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  has  the  low¬ 

est  mintage  (10,100,000)  of  the  regular  copper- 
nickel  Indian  cents . 995 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel 

lustre . 285 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 . 139 

1863  MS-63  (NGC) . 139 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1864  Copper-Nickel  MS-62  (NGC) . 189 

1864  Bronze.  Snow-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Date  lightly 

repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  Struck 
from  a  shattered  obverse  die,  a  die  state  not  listed 
by  Rick  Snow.  The  main  crack  extends  from  the 
rim  above  the  E  in  STATES,  and  from  there  runs 
diagonally  across  the  Indian's  portrait,  passing 
through  the  C  of  AMERICA  to  the  rim.  Other 
cracks  jut  at  angles  through  the  hair  curls  and  low¬ 
est  feathers  in  the  Indian's  war  bonnet,  and  still 
another  joins  the  base  of  the  date  numerals.  ..  350 
1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 


brown . 595 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  RD.  Brilliant . 595 


1864  L  on  Ribbon.  Snow-1  B.  MS-63  RB.  Boldly 
repunched  186  in  date.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 
A  somewhat  scarce  and  undeniably  interesting 


variety,  especially  in  such  fine  condition . 435 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  splashes  of  red  that  impart  an  attractive 
woodgrain  effect  overall . 419 

1865  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 315 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  595 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1866  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 295 

1866  Snow  7.  EF-40.  Repunched  66,  the  first  6  less  so 

than  the  second.  A  fairly  scarce  variety . 169 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,150 
1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,150 

1867  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 510 

1867  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 329 

1867  AU-58  (ICG) . 315 

1867  AU-55  (ANACS) . 225 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue. 

Lustrous  red  and  brown;  mostly  red . 929 

1868  MS-62  RD  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous . 459 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  reddish  brown  sur¬ 

faces  display  warm  mint  lustre.  A  pretty  coin 
overall,  much  more  red  than  brown,  and  quite 
attractive  as  such . 1,695 

1869  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 895 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  red  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  lively  lustre . 1,650 

1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 665 

1870  EF-40 .  300 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  tan.  An  ever- 
popular  low-mintage  date,  and  particularly  desir¬ 
able  in  gem  Mint  State  as  such.  A  splendid  addition 

to  a  high-grade  Indian  cent  cabinet! . 2,850 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  on  the  high 
points,  satiny  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  touch 


of  pale  violet  increases  the  overall  appeal.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  specimen  of  an  important  date . 1,850 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lustrous  brown  ex 

ample . 690 

1871  AU-55 .  425 

1871  VF-20 . 295 


Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Indian  It 


1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  pleasing  woodgrain  effect  that  just 
about  all  aficionados  dearly  love.  An  attractive  gem 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  important  key  dates  in 
the  Indian  cent  series.  Nicely  struck  in  most  areas; 
the  shield  is  virtually  complete  for  instance  (that 

area  is  typically  weak  on  this  date) . 3,995 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  devices  dis¬ 
play  generous  amounts  of  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  with  full  reverse  shield  de¬ 
tails . 1,850 

1872  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown,  mostly  red, 
a  choice  coin  that  could  be  called  "red  with  a  trace 
of  brown  just  beginning."  Choice  for  the  grade, 

and  guaranteed  to  please . 1,095 

1872  AU-50  (ANACS).  Rare  date,  nice  condition,  nice 

price.  Only  one  available  for: . 450 

1872  EF-45  (NGC) . 375 

Gem  Mint  State  1873  Indian  14 
Closed  3  in  Date 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lustrous 
reddish  brown  specimen  with  splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  violet  adding  to  the  overall  appeal . 2,950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  satiny  pale  red  surfaces  and  strong  lustre. 
Not  distinguished  as  the  Open  3  variety  on  the 
holder . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometimes  seen 
on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces,  a  visual  delight . 875 

1874  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 375 

1874  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  lustrous  speci¬ 
men.  Early  date  Indian  cents  designated  "RD"  by 
the  grading  services  are  considered  the  creme  de  la 

creme  of  the  series  by  today's  collectors . 1,695 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  345 
1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 
Lovely! .  J45 


off  to  a 
great  start. . . 
buy  the  book 
be 
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Penny  Whimsy 

by  William  H.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this  classic 
text,  the  first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with  his¬ 
tory,  collecting  information,  and  opinions,  all  in 
all  a  delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  price 
$50.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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1874  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 135 

1874  EF-45 . 99 


1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  rod  and  brown.  835 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,195 

Long  considered  a  "sleeper"  date  in  the  Indian  cent 
series,  a  date  that  is  overshadowed  by  its  immediate  "neigh¬ 
bor,"  the  1877  rarity  (as  is,  also,  the  1878  issue,  of  which  we 
offer  a  lovely  gem  specimen  further  along  in  the  listings).  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  I’CGS  has  certified  24  examples  of  this 
date  as  MS-65  RB,  but  none  have  been  certified  finer  within  the 
"RB"  designation,  making  the  specimen  offered  here  essen¬ 
tially  as  fine  as  can  be  found  within  the  grade  context 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 
mainly  red  with  some  pale  violet  and  brown  on 


the  high  points.  A  lovely  gem .  1,195 

1876  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  775 


1877  EF-45  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  v\  ith  a 
minimum  of  marks  present.  Very  nice  eve  appeal 
for  the  grade.  The  key  date  of  the  Indian  cent  se¬ 
ries,  desirable  in  all  grades,  especially  at  the 


highly  collectable  level  offered  here . 1,895 

Is  it  "collectable,"  which  sounds  better  to  us,  or  is  it 
"collectible,"  which  seems  to  be  the  preferred  term? 

1877  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  and  free  of  major 
marks.  Talk  about  opportunity! .  1,495 

1877  G-4.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  issue . 495 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,195 


Last  of  the  somewhat  scarce  years  in  the  Indian  cent 
series.  The  later  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  1879-1909  are  all 
more  easily  available. 

1879  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 219 

1879  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Mostly  brown  with  a  whisper 
of  red  peeking  through . 219 

1879  MS-63  BN . 139 

1880  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1881  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 419 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 575 

1881  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 89 

1881  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 79 

1882  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 85 

1885  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 275 

1885  MS-64  BN . 189 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  Very  elusive  in  this  high  grade . 1,095 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 675 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  515 

1887  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  and  mostly 

red . 195 

1888  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  995 

1888  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red . 299 

1888  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 
1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown .  129 

1889  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  175 

1889  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  85 

1890  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  169 
1890  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  79 


1891  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  129 

1892  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1893  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  205 
1893  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 59 


1894  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  115 
1896  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  145 


1896  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 45 

1897  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 109 

1898  MS-66  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 395 

1899  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  brilliance  with  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 425 

1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 95 

1899  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 69 

1901  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I  his  issue  has  a 
fairly  low  mintage,  but  this  aspect  is  not  reflected 

in  its  current  low  market  price . 425 

1901  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  195 

1901  AU-50 . 16 

1902  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1903  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1905  EF-40 .  15 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown .  145 

1906  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown  95 

1906  MS  63  RD  Brilliant . 75 

1906  MS-63  RB  I  ustrous  red  and  brown . 65 

1CH)8  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  ...  65 


1908-S  MS-65  KB  (NGC)  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
First  branch  mint  issue  cent  Quite  scarce  relative 
to  the  demand  for  it.  One  of  hundreds  of  new 
purchases  listed  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 


view . 695 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1908-S  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Mostly  red . 259 

1908-S  MS-62  BN.  (NGC) . 240 

1908- S  EF-40 . 115 

1909  Indian.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Flashy! . 915 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,795 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  ever-popular 
low-mintage  date . 895 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Satiny  brown  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  whisper  of  pale  rose  iridescence.  A 
nice  coin  for  the  grade.  We  guarantee  you  will  be 
pleased  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 635 


Lincoln  Cents 

Lincoln  cents  are  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
under  the  American  numismatic  sun,  and  on  every 
buying  trip  we  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  ones. 
As  a  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  you  are  the  ben¬ 
eficiary  of  this  effort. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
published.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by 
David  Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you 
ever  wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909 
onward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly,  this  volume  is 
worth  having  if  you  are  at  all  interested  in  Lincoln 
cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces.  As  we 
have  said  many  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin  can  be 
multiplied  by  having  something  interesting  to  read 


about  it. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-60  BN . 19 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,295 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (I’CGS).  Satiny  tan  with 
much  red  evenly  and  pleasingly  distributed  on 
both  sides.  An  attractive  example  of  what  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  candidate  for  the  most  famous  coinage  is¬ 
sue  minted  in  the  20th  century— not  an 
"impossible"  ranty  (yet  one  which  is  legitimately 
scarce),  and  still  affordable  to  most  advanced  col¬ 
lectors . . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  ( NGC)  Deep  golden  red  with 
strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces.  An¬ 
other  lovely  example  of  this  famous  issue,  a  coin 

with  the  overall  appeal  of  a  finer  grade . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown . 925 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RB  AN  ACS)  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 1,025 

191  l-D  MS-65  RD  Bnlliant  but  with  a  small  carbon 
spot  at  3:00  on  obverse,  noted  for  accuracy  and 
priced  accordingly . 695 


great  start. .  .Jm 
buy  the  book 
before 
the  coin! 


v  P 


A  Buyer's  .inJ 
ElltllUMilMs  Oil  lilc 

— - -  Vi 

I  lyins  Lisle  and 
Indian  Cents 


A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Meet  each  and  every  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
cent  issue  through  the  pages  of  this  fascinating 
book.  This  volume  will  make  you  an  expert.  541 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-31 1.  List  price 
$45.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1912  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 238 

1912- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  329 

191 3- D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen.  A 

difficult  date  to  locate  in  gem  condition . 1,195 

1914- D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  resulting 

from  an  old  cleaning.  Not  cherrypicked,  but 
bought  with  a  group.  Still  desirable  and,  of 
course,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  "lot  of 
coin  for  the  money." . 1,095 

1914-D  AU-58  (ANACS).  A  lustrous  specimen  of  the 
Denver  Mint  Lincoln  cent.  Always  in  demand,  but 

very  hard  to  find  at  the  AU  level . 1,050 

1914-D  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  Rare  and 

desirable . 945 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  lots  of  lus¬ 
tre . 129 

1916  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Flashy! . 59 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 495 

1916-S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1916- S  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1917- D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  115 
1917-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  465 

1919- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1920- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1921- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mainlv  red  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  key  date  Lincoln  cent  of  the  1920s,  and 
desirable  as  such,  fairly  well  struck  for  the  date; 
the  1921-S  cent  is  often  flat  and  "mushy."  Seldom 
found  so  fine.  Don't  miss  out  on  this  one!  .  1,295 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  435 
1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces. 435 

1924-D  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant.  The  key  Denver  Mint 
Lincoln  cent  of  the  decade . 995 


1924- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  995 

1925- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 595 

1925-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1925- S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 145 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (ICG).  Brilliant . 395 

1928-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1929  MS-66  RD.  Brilliant . 139 

1930  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1931 -D  MS-60 . 55 

1931 -D  AU-55 . 42 

1 931  -S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 

Just  think,  in  the  1950s  we  used  to  have  these  by 
the  dozens  in  our  stock  at  any  given  time.  Not 
now.  We  buy  them  one  at  a  time . 350 

1934-D  MS-65  RD... . . . 59 

1941  FS-018.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD 

(NGC).  Listed  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton,  we 
do  not  recall  having  this  variety  before  in  our 
catalogues . 459 

1942  Proof-65.  Lovely . 79 

1944-D/S  VF-25  (PCI) . 139 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  olive- 

brown  surfaces  show  pale  rose  toning,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  reverse . 1/450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

brown . 1,395 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (NGC) . 995 

1970-S  Small  Date.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 45 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


Our  offering  of  two-cent  pieces  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  commences  with  the  first  year  of  issue,  1864, 
and  goes  almost  non-stop  to  the  1872.  Along  the  way 
there  are  some  very  nice  delicacies,  important  among 
which  is  the  delightful  1872  gem  Proof  specimen  of¬ 
fered  below.  Enjoy! 


1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 450 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  obverse  with  mostly  red  reverse . 245 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing 

coin . 210 

1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die.  Breen-2377.  AU-50. 
Lustrous  medium  tan  surfaces.  Doubling  plainest 
at  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  A  delicacy  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 315 


1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  lots  of 


red  on  the  satiny  surfaces . 549 

1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  tan 

with  a  hint  of  red  visible . 395 

1865  Plain  5.  AU-55 . 69 

1867  MS-63  RB . 175 

1868  AU-55 . 105 


1869  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing  amounts  of  red 
blend  warmly  on  tan  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 


fully  lustrous . 645 

1871  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  so  fine . 465 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1872  Two-Cent  Piece 


1872  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Mirrored  brilliant  surfaces. 
A  truly  splendid  specimen  of  this  elusive  date. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,250 


Nickel  3<t  Pieces 


Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  1865-1889,  include  a 
number  of  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  but  none  of  such 
great  rarity  that  they  are  beyond  the  realm  of 
affordability.  You'll  appreciate  our  quality  and  value. 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence. .  239 

1865  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set. 835 

1867  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  At  this 

level  the  1870  is  rarer  in  business  strike  form  than 
Proof . 315 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1871  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 


1871  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1874  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  pale  golden  surfaces  are 
ablaze  with  lustre.  A  lovely  gem,  and  rare  so  fine! 
Gem  business  strikes  of  this  date  are  significantly 
more  difficult  to  locate  than  Proofs  of  the  same 
quality.  If  you  seek  just  a  single  gem  specimen  of 


the  design  type  for  a  type  collection,  this  could 
well  be  the  coin  for  you! . 1,575 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1875  FS-006.5.  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

surfaces.  Just  purchased! . 835 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 299 


Points  to  Ponder 

•  Before  they  invented  drawing 
boards,  what  did  they  go  back  to? 

•  Do  cemetery  workers  prefer  the 
graveyard  shift? 

•  If  I  save  time,  when  do  I  get  it 
back? 

•  Do  hungry  crows  have  ravenous 
appetites? 

•  How  do  you  know  when  you  are 
out  of  invisible  ink? 

•  Do  witches  run  spell  checkers? 

•  How  can  there  be  self-help 
groups  ? 

•  Can  a  stupid  person  be  a  smart 
ass? 

•  Do  infants  enjoy  infancy  as  much 
as  adults  enjoy  adultery? 

•  How  can  someone  "draw  a 
blank"? 

•  If  love  is  blind,  why  is  lingerie  so 
popular? 

•  How  come  wrong  numbers  are 
never  busy? 

•  Are  part  time  band  leaders  semi¬ 
conductors? 

•  How  did  a  fool  and  his  money  get 
together? 

•  How  do  you  know  if  honesty  is 
the  best  policy  if  you  have  never  tried 
some  of  the  others? 

•  Do  people  in  Australia  call  the 
rest  of  the  world  "up  over"? 

•  If  humans  have  nightmares,  what 
do  horses  have? 

Credit:  Thanks,  Kathy. 


May-Junc  1999 /Rare  Coin  Review  #129 


13 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 315 

1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Rarer  in  Mint  State  than  with 

Proof  finish.  Brilliant . 450 

1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 395 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  yellow  and 

baby  blue  toning . 650 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  low-mintage  date  from  the 
final  year  of  the  denomination . 455 

Silver  3 4  Pieces 


Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  t runes, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality 
for  the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some 
scarce  dates  in  the  1851-1873  series,  particularly  the 
dates  after  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  per¬ 
severance. 

Our  offering  emphasizes  the  scarcer  and  rarer 
dates,  which  is  gist  about  the  opposite  of  usual! 

1854  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  f  irst  year 
of  the  Type  II  design . 1,750 

1854  VF-25(  PCGS) .  79 

1855  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  issue  of 

the  Type  II  series . 665 

1856  MS-64  (NGC)  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous.  A  few  reverse  stars  lack  radials,  otherwise 
the  coin  is  nicely  struck  in  all  areas.  Struck  from 
lightly  clashed  dies . 1,595 

We  have  found  that  the  1856  in  this  $raile  is  rarer  than 
the  lower  mintage  1855  of  the  same  type,  although  either  (and 
both)  are  first  class  coins  to  ownl 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  As  is  well  known. 

Type  II  trimes  of  1854-1858  are  very  rare  in  Mint 
State . 775 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces  display 

decent  mint  lustre.  Fairly  well  struck  for  a  date 
that  is  notorious  for  softness  in  the  design  de¬ 
tails . 645 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Al¬ 

though  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck,  the 
present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  exception  and  is 
much  sharper  than  normally  seen . 645 

1859  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 169 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 315 

1862/1  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold,  blue,  and 

amber  toning . 189 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Flashy,  brilliant  and  lustrous 
Nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  perhaps  not  fully  struck, 
but  with  more  detail  than  frequently  seen  for  the 
date.  A  true  gem  trime  of  exceptional  visual  ap¬ 


peal . . . 1,395 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 
level;  just  21,000  business  strikes  were  produced. 
Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade  and 
few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  very 

nice  MS-63 . 945 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Iridescent  steel  gray  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing.  A  very  rare  date,  and  in  business  strike  for- 
mat  far  rarer  than  in  Proof  format . 1,695 


1870  EF-40.  Attractive  light  rainbow  iridescence.  Rare 
in  any  and  all  grades! . 499 

Nickel  54  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels,  the  first  coins  of  the  denomination 
struck  in  nickel,  were  first  introduced  in  1866;  the 
nickel  five-cent  piece  has  been  an  integral  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since.  This  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  has  a  particularly  nice  selection  —  not  one 
of  everything,  but  what  there  is,  is  very  worthwhile. 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 
"Stars  and  Bars"  Reverse 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Strong  mint  brilliance  on 
frosty  lustrous  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  nice 
example  of  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  a  great  way 

to  begin  our  listing . 2,600 

In  llXh-a.'nturv catalogues,  such  ds  those  issued  by  |  W 
Scott  &  Co  ,  New  York,  It  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Rays 
design  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  motif  which,  in  retrospect,  mav  be 
more  appropriate  than  present  day  terminology. 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  toning . 745 

1866  Ravs.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. .  275 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  Nice  satiny  surfaces. 

Much  scarcer  than  the  No  Rays  variety  of  this 

year . 459 


1867  Rays.  AU-50 .  235 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intense  "full  blast"  lus¬ 
tre  on  satiny  pale  golden  surfaces . 295 

1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1870  VIS-64  (PCGS).  Very'  attractive  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 495 

1871  Proof-65  (PCCS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Whether 
you  specialize  in  Shield  nickels  or  something  else, 
look  through  every  page  so  as  not  to  miss  even  a 
single  opportunity.  Remember  that  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  coin  is  absolutely  guaranteed  to  please! .  825 

1872  MS-64 1  NGC).  Brilliant  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 
coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Goted  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  4^5 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive. 

High-quality'  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer  than  gen¬ 
erally  appreciated  It  takes  a  lot  of  looking  for  us 
to  find  nice  ones . 575 

1874  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1875  Proof-65  l  NGC)  Brilliant  Incredibly  reflective 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  truly  notable 
specimen  of  this  elusive  date.  We  only  infre¬ 
quently  locate  quality  specimens  such  as  this,  and, 
needless  to  sax,  we  are  delighted  to  offer  this  coin 


for  vour  consideration . 1,950 

1875  Proof-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 350 


1875  MS-64  NGC  i  We  were  luckv  enough  to  pur¬ 
chase  three  lovely  examples  of  this  date.  Each  is 
fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  The  1875  is 


[ 


Get  ojj  to  a 
great  start...  L 
buy  the  book 

i  'll  before  V 
the  coin! 


Unitrd  State* 
Three-Cent  and  Fiv#-C#nt 
Piece* 


US.  Three-Cent  and 
Five-Cent  Pieces 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  gives  you  an  inside  view  of 
three-cent  pieces,  nickel  five-cent  pieces,  and 
half  dimes.  Sleepers,  the  stories  behind  rarities 
such  as  the  fabulous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel 
and  the  unique  1870-S  half  dime  are  recounted, 
with  many  photographs.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List  price 
$9.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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much  scarcer  overall  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof 

format.  These  should  sell  quickly . 595 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Scarce! . 395 

1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rarer  in  business 

strike  format  than  in  Proof  finish . 795 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low- 
mintage  date.  We've  been  buying,  and  if  you 
want  a  nice  Proof  Shield  nickel  of  this  date,  this 
Rare  Coin  Review  is  the  right  place  to  be!  ....  1,095 


options 


We  have  been  impressed  with  the 
recent  advertising  by  First  Union, 
which  has  featured  coins  from  all  na¬ 
tions  and  eras,  samples  of  which  are 
shown  above.  (Courtesy  of  our  reader 
Matthew  T.  Flowryletz) 


1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 725 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  this  is  one  of  the  most 

popular  of  all  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof! . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 

per  of  light  golden  toning.  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 625 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type 

set . 595 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 
delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 

and  prooflike . 535 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 535 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  show  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  toning.  Filled  2  in  date . 329 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  show  warm  olive  toning  highlights  and  lean 
decidedly  toward  a  business  strike  in  overall  ap¬ 
pearance,  not  such  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
nickel  coinage  of  this  era . 349 

1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  A  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  overall  eye  appeal. 
Sharply  struck  from  lightly  shattered  dies;  both 
sides  exhibit  strong  die  cracks  in  various  locations. 


From  the  final  year  of  the  design  type . 1,450 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  are  readily  collectible  by  date  for 
the  years  1883-1912.  While  the  1885, 1886,  and  1912- 
S  are  elusive,  they  are  still  within  the  range  of  most 
advanced  collectors.  For  some  unusual  reason  we 
have  an  unusual  multiple  selection  of  those  most  un¬ 
usual  dates,  1885  and  1886. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

yellow  surfaces . 79 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-60 . 35 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

light  shades  of  baby  blue  and  gold . 239 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Gold  toning.  185 

1883  With  CENTS.  AU-55 . 89 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Cheap 

at  today's  market  level . 595 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  cartwheel  lustre  with 

highlights  of  light  rose  toning . 315 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  key  Philadelphia 

Mint  Liberty  Flead  nickel  of  this  era.  A  lovely 
coin,  a  classic! . 1,025 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  1,025 

1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 
surfaces.  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 
scarce  19th-century  date.  And,  just  to  think,  we 


have  a  whole  "bunch"  of  them  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  We  haven't  checked,  but  we 

suppose  this  is  unprecedented . 699 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  year . 699 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal  with  gun- 

metal-blue  toning . 699 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin . 575 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  champagne  surfaces 
Rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof.  Only  occasionally 
do  we  have  one  for  sale.  Just  purchased!  ...  1,250 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 895 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 595 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  hint  of 

gunmetal-blue  toning . 285 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 189 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 645 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  A  splendid  gem, 

a  beautiful  piece . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 269 

1890  Proof-66.  Brilliant.  An  exceptional  coin  that  will 

delight  the  connoisseur . 995 

1890  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1891  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence.  595 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck  with  pleasing  gold 

surfaces . 259 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautifully  toned  in  light 

shades  of  gold . 595 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1893  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 765 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  rose  and  gold 

toning  brushed  across  its  surfaces . 255 

1893  MS-63.  Nicely  toned . 145 

1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of 

gold . 475 

1895  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,025 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Strong  lustre  on  smooth  satinv 

surfaces.  A  whisper  of  pale  champagne  toning 
increases  the  aesthetic  appeal  greatly.  Low-mint¬ 
age  key  date.  A  pleasing  gem . 1,450 

1898  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1898  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  golden 
toning . 850 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 259 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 595 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 199 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy  lustre  with  light  iridescent 

toning . 199 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned.  225 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  595 
1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  nicely  struck!  225 
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1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  585 

1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  Flashy  brilliance . 585 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  light  rainbow 

colors.  A  small  mark  on  Miss  Liberty's  cheek  is 
noted  for  accuracy;  if  it  was  not  there,  this  piece 
would  probably  grade  higher . 225 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare 

Coin  Review  we  have  one  of  the  nicest  selections  of 
Proofs  we've  offered  in  a  long  time.  Nearly  all  are 
one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock . 695 

1904  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  ...  695 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 225 

1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  Proofs 

of  this  era  are  very  elusive,  more  so  than  the  cur¬ 
rent  numismatic  market  recognizes . 595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 225 

1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescence  toning.  5l>5 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  615 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  nice  blend  of 

rose  and  gold  toning . 225 

1906  MS-63.  Brilliant .  1 15 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 225 

1910  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1910  MS-65  (ANACS) . 635 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  surfaces.  ...  225 

1910  AU-55 . 59 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  In  our 
opinion,  the  price  is  quite  low  on  this  one.  ...  695 

1912  MS-64  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  a  whisper  of 

gold . 225 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Cartwheel  lustre  and  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 225 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  gold 
and  amber  with  a  hint  of  blue . 225 

1912  AU-58 . 59 

1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Incredibly  toned  in  magenta, 

and  gunmetal-blue,  with  superb  cartwheel  lustre. 

WOW! . 515 

1912-1)  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 395 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rainbow  toning 
over  satiny  surfaces.  A  true  find  for  the  collector 
who  purchases  this  piece! . 1,795 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Welcome  to  the  Buffalo  Nickel  Entrepot,  as  they 
might  say  in  France. 

Indeed,  quite  a  few  Buffalo  nickels  are  coming  in 
and  going  out,  as  we  make  a  specialty  of  the  series. 
We  love  Buffalo  nickels,  and  our  customers  do,  too. 
You  are  in  luck,  for  we've  been  buying,  and  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  truly  beautiful 
and  worthwhile  coins. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  effort  to  acquire  pieces  that  are 
truly  choice.  As  specialists  know,  numerical  grade  can 
be  one  thing  and  choice  quality  can  be  something  else 
entirely  different.  In  fact,  buying  Buffalo  nickels  is 
one  of  the  least  time-efficient  things  we  do.  I  lowever, 
we  carefully  plod  along,  magnifying  glass  in  hand  to 
bring  home  the  nice  ones,  and  you  are  the  beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  par¬ 
ticularly  extensive  selection  —  one  of  the  finest  ever.  If 
you  are  an  advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to 
order  pieces  which  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very 
nice  selection  of  high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  surfaces . 115 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a 


a 


the  coin! 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  Illustrated  bv  the 
Garrett  Collection 


great  start...  j 
buy  the  book 
before 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

As  illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection 

by  Q.  Diivitl  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabu¬ 
lous  Garrett  Collection,  catalogued  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  and  sold  at  auction  for  $25  million.  I  bis 
immense  volume  covers  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  to  $20 
gold.  Equivalent  to  a  university  course  in  coins! 
572  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  price 
$59.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page89. 


hint  of  gold  toning . 69 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 49 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold 
surfaces . 255 


Superb  Matte  Proof  1913  Buffalo  5< 
Type  II 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  A  su¬ 
perb,  satiny  gem  Matte  Proof  specimen,  delight¬ 
fully  toned  in  iridescent  pastel  gold,  rose,  and  pale 
sky  blue.  I  lighly  lustrous.  One  of  just  1,514  Proofs 
of  the  date  struck.  Easily  among  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  of  this  scarce  issue.  In  fact,  once 
you  see  this  piece  you'll  wish  all  Proof  Buffalo 

nickels  looked  this  nice! . 3,295 

1913  Buffalo.  Type*  II  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

strong  strike  for  the  date . 350 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  350 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II  MS44  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
highlight  among  recent  purchases.  Not  easy  to 

find  in  this  lofty  grade! . 1,065 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 419 
1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  149 


Gem  Mint  State  1913-S  Type  II  5c 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (IVGS)  Brilliant  with 
a  hint  of  skv  blue  and  rose  toning.  Well  struck — not 
fully  so,  but  still  nicer  than  typically  seen.  Far  and 
awav  the  scarcest  of  all  1913-dated  Buffalo  nickels 
made  for  general  circulation,  and  a  major  kev  issue 
at  the  gem  Mint  State  level.  This  outstanding  com¬ 
bination  of  quality  and  rarity  can  be  yours  with  just 
one  toll-free  call  to  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue 
of  our  Direct  Sales  Department . 2,950 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  An  unbeat¬ 

able  combination  of  rarity,  high  grade,  and  rea¬ 
sonable  price . 595 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  350 

1914- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem 

with  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing.  An  important  branch 
mint  issue  when  found  so  fine . 1,625 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1915  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  highlights 

adorn  the  satiny  Matte  Proof  surfaces.  Lustrous. 
An  elusive  issue,  one  of  just  1,050  Proofs  of  the 
date  struck . 1,495 
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1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  surfaces. 
Highly  lustrous  with  pale  champagne  iridescence 
on  both  sides.  A  lovely  example  of  a  desirable 

branch  mint  issue . 2,095 

If  quality  is  important  to  you,  you've  come  to  the  right 
place.  If  you  are  buying  "numbers,"  but  not  specific  quality, 
then  there  are  places  to  buy  cheaper  (after  all,  the  items  we  do 
not  buy  have  to  be  sold  by  others). 

1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nice  rainbow  toning . 559 

1915-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 249 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  rose 

iridescence.  Very  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  aesthetic  quality.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  fairly  strong  details  at  the  bison's 
shoulder  (this  area  is  frequently  found  wanting  in 
detail  on  this  date).  A  splendid  item  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 275 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS)! ’Lustrous  with  attractive  pale 

blue  and  rose  toning  highlights . 275 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 95 

1916  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

191 6- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Attractive  Gem  191 6-S  5C 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  rose 
and  gold.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly 
full  details  at  the  bison's  shoulder.  A  lustrous 
gem . 2,520 


Lovely  Gem  1917-D  5<t 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  show 
attractive  pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date;  not  fully  struck,  but  with  decent 
design  details  present  on  the  reverse.  An  elu¬ 
sive  branch  mint  issue,  particularly  so  in  gem 

Uncirculated . 3,095 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 845 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 719 


1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  toning. 

A  lovely  piece  that  is  sure  to  please . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level . 425 

1917-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 

1917-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1917-D  AU-53  (NGC) . 215 

1917-D  EF-45 . 165 


Gem  Mint  State  1917-S  5C 


1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  rims,  satiny  silver  gray  toward  the 
centers.  A  lustrous  gem,  nicely  struck  and  ap¬ 
pealing  in  all  respects.  Of  modest  rarity  when 
found  so  fine . 3,250 


Lustrous  1918/7-D  Nickel  Rarity 


1918/7-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful, 
even  nicer  than  some  we've  seen  described  as 
Mint  State!  A  highlight  from  our  recent  buying 
trip . 11,500 


Splendid  191 8-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 
strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest 
for  this  fact.  If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the 
1918-D  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line 
them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect  this  specimen  would 
be  at  the  head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find 

for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  grav.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  date.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint 

issue . 1,350 

1918-D  AU-50 .  325 

Lovely  1919-D  Buffalo  5C 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Satiny  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  pale  sky  blue.  This 
lovely  near-gem  1919-D  is  one  of  the  nicest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  we  have  offered  in  recent 
memory.  Nicely  struck,  not  full,  but  not  "flat  as 
a  pancake"  as  often  seen  for  the  date.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  coin  overall . 2,450 


Richard  Geidroyc  Writes 


The  following  is  from  Richard  Geidroyc, 
December  23,  1998,  who  at  the  time  was  on 
the  staff  of  Coin  World,  but  who  has  de¬ 
parted  since,  and  has  hung  out  a  sign  saying 
" Rare  Coin  Dealer,”  or  something  similar. 
As  we  have  written  before,  we  have  such  a 
nice  backlog  of  letters,  questions,  comments, 
and  articles,  that  we  could  write  the  next 
five  or  10  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
without  any  help!  This  is  a  nice  situation, 
but  sometimes,  as  in  the  present  instance, 
some  timeliness  may  be  lost: 

"Dear  Dave, 

"I  just  read  the  Question  and  Answer 
Forum  inquiry  in  the  November-Decem- 
ber  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review  regarding  the 
term  FDC.  1  agree  it  has  never  had  any  of¬ 


ficial  use  among  American  numismatics, 
however  I'd  like  to  add  that  the  term  is 
used  by  collectors  of  ancient  coins. 

"Fleur  de  Coin  is  the  finest  grade  for 
an  ancient  coin,  considered  to  be  better 
than  Uncirculated  due  to  the  quality  of 
everything  to  be  considered  from  strike 
to  centering  and  lack  of  wear  on  the 
coin.  This  may  be  confusing  to  some  col¬ 
lectors  of  U.S.  coins,  since  Uncirculated 
would  still  fit  the  description  expected 
for  our  U.S.  coinage.  Since  ancient  coins 
were  struck  by  hand  there  are  differ¬ 
ences  between  a  coin  which  is  assigned 
the  grade  Uncirculated  or  As  Struck  and 
a  coin  assigned  the  superior  grade  FDC. 

"All  the  best." 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


High-Quality  1919-S  5C 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice 
quality!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  really 
enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 


tion . 3,995 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant 


Attractive  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  1  lighlv  lustrous  with  spectacular 
iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  overall,  nearly  prooflike  in  the  fields.  A  superb 
strike  for  the  date,  with  virtually  all  details  sharp 
and  clear.  A  true  prize!  This  coin  will  delight  the 
connoisseur  and  advanced  numismatist . 3,995 

1920-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Extremely  lustrous  with  intense 

rose  and  gold  iridescence  on  both  sides .  1 ,450 

An  interesting  note  regarding  this  coin.  The  die  used  to 
strike  the  reverse  was  in  a  state  of  collapse  around  the  periph¬ 
ery,  creating  what  amounted  to  another  rim  insult  the  existing 
rim,  resulting  in  unusual  stress  and  metal  flow  in  that  area 
The  mintmark  and  the  words  in  the  peripheral  legends  are  all 
affected,  as  is  the  bison's  rear-most  leg.  This  appears  to  he  an 
advanced  state  of  what  is  often  called  the  eriingc-pcc/  effect, 
wherein  dies  deteriorate,  leaving  signs  of  their  demise  behind 
as  small  textured  areas  resembling  the  skin  of  oranges  This 
lovely  specimen  offers  an  intriguing  look  into  the  life  of  a 
coinage  die,  circa  1920. 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  635 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 350 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1923- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  815 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS)  1,195 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1925- D  MS-63  (P<  X  IS)  Brilliant 

1925-S  MS-63  (NC.C),  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray  with 
a  touch  of  rose.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date;  not 
quite  sharp,  but  nearly  full  design  detail  is  found 
in  the  areas  that  matter . 1,795 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  and 
sky  blue  toning  on  satiny  surfaces.  While  not  the 
sharpest  strike  you  will  encounter  for  this  date,  it 
is  certainly  well  above  the  quality  typically  of¬ 
fered . 1,795 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with 

just  a  whisper  of  rose  toning.  A  lovely  gem  coin 
that  virtually  guarantees  aesthetic  satisfaction  for 
its  next  owner . 175 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 


1928-1)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  Nicely 
struck  in  all  areas.  The  fields  have  a  texture  inter¬ 
mediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual 

feature  for  the  era . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Warm  golden  iridescence  on 
satiny  surfaces.  A  lustrous  coin  of  near-gem  qual¬ 
ity.  A  decent  strike  overall,  not  sharp,  but  by  no 


means  weak . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  635 

1928-S  MS-63  (P(  X  5)  Brilliant 

1930  MS-64  (K  GS).  Brilliant . 79 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  235 

1931- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  259 


1934-1)  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  flashy,  with 
strong  lustre  that  fairly  leaps  from  the  glittering 
surfaces.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  areas.  Nicely 
struck  for  a  date  that  is  typically  weak  at  the  cen¬ 
ters . 1,295 

1934- 1)  MS-65  (PCGS)  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely 

gold  and  rose  toning  on  matte-like  surfaces. 
Some  lightness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse, 
not  unusual  for  this  particular  Denver  Mint 
product . 1,295 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Flashy! . 255 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  gold  and  blue 
toning . 255 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  surfaces . 175 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


1935-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 85 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Second  and  most  desired  style  of 
the  year  with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than 
matte)  finish . 1,150 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1936- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 259 

1936-L)  MS-64  (NGC).  Pleasing  satiny  surfaces.  ...  35 

1936- S/S  FS5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . , . 295 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (l*CGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 125 

1937-D  3- Legged.  VF-30 .  349 

1937-D  3- Legged.  VF-30  (PCI) . 349 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  Buffalo.  VIS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 19 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

Jefferson  Nickel 

1942  Type  II.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


We  have  quite  a  few  pictures  of  old  nickelodeon  theatres,  but  "dime  theatres"  are  a 
bit  scarcer.  Here  we  have  a  view  circa  1915  of  the  Washington  Theatre  in  Granite  City, 
IL,  which  proclaims  that  in  trade  for  a  dime  (Liberty  Seated  or  Barber,  we  presume)  an 
entire  new  change  of  program  will  await  the  viewer. 
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RITTENHOUSE  MOVE  OVER:  We 

note  a  recent  comment  by  Larry  Steve, 
president  of  the  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cent  Collector's  Society,  that  it  might  be  a 
good  idea  to  change  the  name  of  the  James 
Barton  Longacre  Society  (or  JBLS),  "and  to 
focus  our  studies  on  nil  denominations  de¬ 
signed  by  Mr.  Longacre."  Our  own  sugges¬ 
tion  would  be  to  simply  call  it  the  Longacre 
Society,  just  as  a  research  group  used  only 
the  surname  of  a  famous  Mint  official,  Dr. 
David  Rittenhouse,  to  create  the  name  in 
1955-6  for  the  Rittenhouse  Society  (which 
was  formally  organized  in  1960).  Of  course, 
all  denominations  designed  by  Longacre 
would  go  far  beyond  the  pale  of  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  and  extend  to  such 
territories  as  gold  dollars  and  $3  pieces,  and 
then  one  might  ask  what  about  with  motto 
(IN  GOD  WE  TRUST)  silver  and  gold  coins 
1866  and  later,  the  reverse  being  modified 
either  by  Longacre  or  one  of  his  helpers. 

UNUSUAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
MEMORABILIA  is  the  object  of  interest  of 
one  of  our  clients,  who  recently  bought  the 
1915  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar  without 
the  "S"  mintmark  in  our  sale  of  the  Voigt 
and  Lee  Collections.  He  wouldn't  mind 
having  another  one  or  two  of  these  mint- 
mark-less  gold  dollars,  as  well  as  trial 
strikings,  unusual  advertisements,  etc. 
Thus,  if  you  have  something  of  this  nature 
to  offer,  drop  a  note  to  Ray  Merena  and  let 
him  know  — and  he  will  take  it  from  there. 
## 

TOM  REYNOLDS  recently  turned 
out  a  nice  catalogue  for  the  early  American 
coppers  convention.  Listed  were  various 
coins  from  colonials  onward,  emphasizing 
large  copper  cents.  His  catalogue  brought  to 
the  fore  an  increasingly  popular  concept: 
assigning  a  net  grade  to  a  coin,  while  sepa¬ 
rately  mentioning  the  "sharpness  grade." 


Of  course,  in  our  own  catalogues  we  have 
been  doing  this  sort  of  thing  for  quite  some 
time,  and  others  have  as  well.  While  the 
system  isn't  perfect,  it  gives  a  better  picture 
than  a  simple  number.  Take,  for  example, 
Lot  45  in  the  EAC  Convention  sale,  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  1794  half  cent,  variety  Cohen-8 
(for  reasons  that  are  not  completely  under¬ 
standable  to  your  editor,  Breen  numbers  are 
often  ignored  by  half  cent  specialists;  we  try 
to  use  both  Breen  and  Cohen  numbers).  It  is 
listed  as  "Sharpness  grade"  VF-20,  but  "Net 
Grade:  VG-10,  with  this  inscription:  "Red¬ 
dish  brown.  Cleaned  and  re-colored.  Light, 
even,  porosity.  Some  minor  hairlines. 
Slightly  below  average  in  quality."  In  our 
opinion,  this  is  much  better  than  simply 
calling  the  coin  "VF-20,"  which,  market- 
wise,  it  is  not  — at  least  not  the  value  of  VF- 
20.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  were  called  VG- 
10  without  any  surrounding  adjectives,  an 
inappropriate  picture  would  be  given  of 
what  the  coin  is  like.  Thus,  what  Tom 
Reynolds  did  seems  to  be  ideal. 

IT  IS  TOO  BAD  THEY  GROW 
LARGER:  Recently  our  fine  friend, 
Maureen  Clark,  of  Clark's  Trading  Post 
(Littleton,  NH),  one  our  state's  premier 
tourist  attractions,  called  to  say  that  she 
had  just  been  offered  two  bear  cubs,  which 
had  been  separated  from  their  mother,  and 
were  in  good  health  — each  weighing  four 
pounds.  Clark's  is  well  known  for  the 
dozen  or  so  bears  it  has  on  display,  and 
over  the  years  has  contributed  much  to  the 
technical  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  these 
animals.  As  of  press  time,  Maureen  Clark 
didn't  know  whether  she  would  accept 
these  two  cubs  or  not  (and,  bears  have  a 
way  of  growing,  and  perhaps  by  the  time 
you  read  this  they  will  weigh  eight  pounds 
or  16  pounds  each!).  In  any  event,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  are  cute  now. 


THEY  GET  RARER:  We  found  inter¬ 
esting  a  publicity  photo  in  Numismatic  News 
showing  ANA  president  Anthony  Swiatek 
buying  a  cup  of  coffee,  "paying  with  $1.10 
in  change  that  included  a  1914-D  cent."  The 
transaction  took  place  at  Cafe  La  Bou  in  Sac¬ 
ramento.  Now,  in  our  opinion  the  1914-D 
shouldn't  be  spent,  for  the  issue  is  scarce 
and  it  does  not  need  to  be  any  scarcer.  What 
needs  to  be  done  is  to  spend  1982  Lincoln 
cents,  which  exist  by  the  zillions,  so  that 
they  will  become  scarce.  Of  course,  when 
one  spends  a  cent  it  doesn't  disappear,  it 
simply  changes  owners. 

ALAN  HERBERT  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Numismatic  News  in  his  "Coin  Clinic"  col¬ 
umn  refreshed  our  memory  of  one  nickel 
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five-cent  piece  of  the  present  century,  the 
1912-S:  “This  was  one  of  those  'right  down 
to  the  wire'  events.  238,000  nickels  were 
struck  starting  December  24,  1912,  com¬ 
pleted  in  four  working  days  by  the  end  of 
the  year."  There  was  a  curious  aspect  to  the 
1912-S  nickel,  not  mentioned  by  Alan 
Herbert,  but  of  course  he  knows  about  it:  all 
authentic  specimens  are  somewhat  lightly 
impressed  on  the  high  features  of  the  por¬ 
trait  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  the  die  is  slightly 
buckled.  Because  of  this,  anyone  who  has 
handled  Liberty  nickels  over  a  period  of 
time  can,  if  given  a  bunch  of  1912  nickels 
arrayed  face  up  (including  Philadelphia, 
Denver,  and  San  Francisco  versions), 
quickly  pick  out  the  San  Francisco  pieces  — 
no  need  to  look  at  the  mintmark  on  the 
other  side. 

A*  A*  «V 

WE  NEVER  THOUGHT  we'd  see  the 
day,  but  here  it  is  in  a  recent  headline  in  Cer¬ 
tified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter:  "Matte  Proof 
Lincoln  Cents  Fuel  Market."  Of  course  we 
like  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents,  which  were 
minted  from  1909  through  1916,  and  over 
the  years  have  had  a  large  number  of 
them,  including  a  hoard  we  bought  years 
ago  from  William  Pukall  and  a  bunch  Lsl.. 
more  from  Wayte  Raymond.  However, 
these  have  hardly  been  in  the  mainstream 
of  numismatics.  Now  comes  the  title  just  ^ 
referred  to. 

rt?  ✓«.'  W 

EXPANSION:  Have  you  ever  stopped 
to  think  of  how  some  words  are  unneces¬ 
sarily  sesquipedalian?  Examples  include 
utilize  instead  of  use;  accentuate  instead  of 
accent;  preventative  instead  of  preventive; 
and  the  somewhat  clumsy,  but  apparently 
proper  orientate  instead  of  orient. 

&& 

DAYDREAM  BELIEVERS:  A  recent 
article  by  Paul  Gilkes  in  Coin  World  in¬ 
cluded  these  comments  (here  excerpted 
for  brevity):  "1943  cent  frenzy  draws  col¬ 
lectors  to  Sacramento  show.  Promote  and 
they  will  come.  An  aggressive  advertising 
and  media  campaign,  the  frenzy  over  a 
nationwide  search  for  1943  copper  cents 
[and  other  promotions]  drew  9,967  to  the 
ANA  Sacramento  show.  H.  Robert 
Campbell. ..said  the  media  attention  over 


a  rare  1943  copper  cent  that  was  report¬ 
edly  accidentally  dropped  into  circula¬ 
tion...  brought  collectors  and  curiosity 
seekers  in  droves... NGC  displayed  an  au¬ 
thentic  1943-S  copper  cent  to  show  that  it 
was  not  a  1943  zinc-coated  steel  cent  that 
many  attendees  had  brought  with  them 
seeking  fortunes." 


NEW  FIND:  We  spotted  our  first 
Pennsylvania-reverse  1999  quarter  dollar 
in  change  in  Baltimore  while  there  on 
March  20th.  Nice  design,  and  sufficiently 
different  from  the  already  released  Dela¬ 
ware  quarter  that  the  two  make  a  nice 
pair.  We  can  hardly  wait  for  the  next  de¬ 
sign  to  come  along.  1  lowever.  Numismatic 
News  reports  that  the  first  piece  seen  in 
circulation  anywhere  may  be  that  found 
by  Bill  Sampson  in  Pennsylvania,  March 
6,  who  received  one  in  a  grocery  store. 
"The  quality  of  the  quarter  was  poor. ..it 
looked  as  though  it  had  been  struck 
through  grease."  Apparently  this  one 
"slipped  out"  of  the  Mint,  as  the  official 
release  date  was  not  to  have  been  until 
March  8. 


EVEN  IN  HIS  HOME  STATE?  It 
seems  that  only  one  tollway  in  the  United 
States  still  takes  Lincoln  cents,  and  that  is 
Illinois  — the  state  that  Abraham  Lincoln, 
called  home  for  much  of  his  life.  Now 
comes  the  news,  per  the  Chicago  Tribune, 
that  "those  coins'  days  could  be  numbered 
on  the  Illinois  tollway."  It  seems  that  the  toll 
booths  are  a  prime  place  to  get  rid  of  all  of 
those  "pennies"  lingering  around  —  and  the 
state  is  not  sum  it  wants  to  take  them  all  in. 
(Submitted  by  Leonard  Augsburger) 
w  w  M 

SEE-THROUGH  COINS?  Vie 
Economist  recently  told  of  experimenta¬ 
tion,  taking  place  at  Rice  University 
(Houston)  and  Pennsylvania  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  whereby  the  molecular  structure  of 
metals  can  be  arranged  and  rearranged  and 
the  interstices  "filled"  so  that  the  result  is  a 
"transparent  metal."  Reader  Bill  Bremmer 
wrote  on  this  subject,  suggesting  that  the 
Mint  currently  strikes  Proofs  with  mirror 
and  occasionally  with  matte  finishes,  but 
perhaps  they  will  soon  have  "see-through" 
finish.  Bill  also  added  the  comment  that  he 
had  just  finished  reading  American  Numis¬ 
matics  Before  the  Cnnl  War,  1760-1860,  and,  "It 
was  quite  excellent.” 

** 

OFFICIALLY  OFFICIAL?  In  a  recent 
issue  of  Consumer  Reports,  we  noticed  a 
fancy  letterhead  reprtxluced  —  a  reader  had 
sent  it  in  -  titled  the  Main  Office  for  the  Is¬ 
suance  of  Actual  Documentation,  which, 
perhaps,  is  a  viable  outfit,  but  Consumer  Re¬ 
ports  called  it  "faux  fanciness."  This  re¬ 
minds  us  of  the  word  "official"  which  we 
see  on  all  sorts  of  books  and  price  guides 
whenever  we  go  shopping.  There  is  the 
Official  This  and  the  Official  That,  but 
hardly  ever  a  clue  as  to  who  or  what 
makes  them  "official."  We  are  also  re¬ 
minded  that  the  late  Bob  Bashlow,  he  of 
1961  Confederate  cent  copy  fame,  liked 
impressive  names,  and  from  his  apartment 
in  New  York  City  — close  bv  New  York 
University -he  filed  papers  for  and  oper¬ 
ated  something  called  the  Trans-Africa  De¬ 
velopment  Corporation.  Separately,  he  ran 
the  QWERTYIOUPress,  which,  as  one 
might  suspect,  published  a  thing  or  two- 
including  a  little  booklet  by  Walter  Breen. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Elusive  1797  Half  Dime 
16  Stars  Obverse 


1797  Valentine-3.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
silver  gray  specimen  with  pale  golden  high¬ 
lights.  No  marks  of  any  note  are  seen  with  the 
unaided  eye,  although  a  few  faint  marks  can  be 
found  with  diligent  searching  and  low  magnifi¬ 
cation.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  representative 
specimen  of  the  grade  and  design  type.  The 
Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle  half  dimes  of  1796-97 
are  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  EF  or  so,  at  least 
with  any  regularity.  We  urge  you  to  call  quickly 
on  this  pleasing  coin! . 4,200 


You  Buy  Quality  When 
You  Buy  from 
Bowers  and  Merena! 

It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and 
you  should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first 
cost  is  your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never 
goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  Galleries  we  have  been  delivering 
quality  coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums  ever  since  we  started  busi¬ 
ness  in  1953,  and  in  the  process  have 
built  what  is  probably  America's  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is 
filled  with  many  interesting,  choice, 
and  rare  coins.  Look  through  our  selec¬ 
tions,  then  get  set  to  enjoy  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  pieces  you  choose. 


Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

Gem  Mint  State  1831  Half  Dime 


1831  Capped  Bust.  V-l.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  well-struck  beauty  that 

easily  lives  up  to  the  assigned  grade . 3,395 

1831  V-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 

1831  V-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous . 395 

1833  V-l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in  me¬ 
dium  gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date 

collection . 1,295 

1833  V-l.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Lots  of  eye 
appeal! . 595 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Incredibly  toned  in  beautiful  rainbow 
colors,  predominantly  reddish  gold,  violet,  and 
blue.  Always  in  demand  for  type  set  purposes. 


This  design  was  made  only  for  two  years  — in 
1837  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  in  1838  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint.  Reverse  rotated  slightly  past 
180° . .1,650 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-50.  455 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 695 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous— and  a  nice  strike,  too! . 725 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1840  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 365 

1841  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  gold  and  blue.  439 

1842  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces.  A  really 

choice  specimen . 649 

1843  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 649 

1844-0  Small  O.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 435 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 475 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 475 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 599 

1848  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 945 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  In 
general,  all  New  Orleans  silver  coins  made  prior 
to  February  1853  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in 
choice  Mint  State . 695 
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THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

by  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes  on  a  year- 
by-year  basis  and  goes  far  beyond  the  Daniel  W. 
Valentine  work  on  the  series.  No  collector  of 
half  dimes  should  be  without  a  copy.  168  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List  price 
$29.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  sec 
page  89. 
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1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued  The  Arrows  design  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  halt  dollar 
series,  not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar.  The  trime  had  a  lower 
intrinsic  value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value  being 
more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were 
mainly  used  as  bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Orient 


1853  Arrows.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 125 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned .  1 10 


1853-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  matte-like 
specimen  with  champagne  toning  highlights  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  Much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than 
is  commonly  believed,  certainly  many  times  scarcer 


than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart .  1,605 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ...  585 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  light 

peripheral  toning . 365 

1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  b25 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  639 

1857  Al’-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  135 

1857  AU-50  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  deeply  toned.  1 15 
1857-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 


1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  irides¬ 
cent  golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  mainly  bril¬ 
liant  at  the  reverse  center.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
on  satiny  surfaces.  Struck  from  noticeably  clashed 
dies.  Elusive  in  all  grades,  rare  so  fine .  1,750 

This  is  one  of  the  most  glaring  die  cutting  errors  of  the 
19th  century.  The  date  was  first  punched  upside  down  and  then 
corrected,  with  little  or  no  attempt  to  efface  the  erroneous 


inverted  date! 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  525 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 


1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  glittering  Proof  half  dime 


with  deep  mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  de¬ 
vices.  A  whisper  of  rose  graces  the  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  exhibits  pale  iridescent  violet.  A  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyable  coin  in  all  regards . 1,995 

Important  sub-typo  with  hollow  star  points  and  a 
differently  configured  Miss  Liberty  (this  die  being  attributed 
to  Anthony  C  I’aquet,  per  conventional  wisdom) 

Elsewhere  in  numismatics  I’aquet  is  remembered  not 
only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the  distinctive  reverse 
employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859-0  half  dune  is  of  the  standard 
type  — not  the  I’aquet  variation. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly  elusive  in 
Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high  preservation 
offered  here . 850 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  I  specially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  not  often 

seen . 

1862  MS44  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  I 

1863- S  MS-64  (Nt  IC).  I  rostv  and  lustrous  with  a  hint 

of  pale  gold  toning.  A  sharply  struck  Civil  War 
issue  from  our  westernmost  coinage  facility.  A  lot 
of  coin  for  the  grade . 1,695 

1864  MS-63  Attractive  pale  blue  and  silver  gray  ton¬ 
ing  on  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies.  A  business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and 
thus  of  great  rarity;  only  48,000  business  strikes  of 
the  date  were  produced.  Much  foundational  value, 
as  even  a  well-worn  1864  half  dime  is  a  numismatic 
delicacy.  Don't  miss  this  opportunity' . 1,295 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 

this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 
which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 595 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giving 


off  to  a 
great  start. . . 
buy  the  book 
before 
the  coin! 


Scott  Travers' Top  88  Coins 
Over  $100 

44  Coin  Hot  List  •  44  Coin  Blacklist 

foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Buying  and  selling  rare  coins  can  be  a  hit  or 
miss  proposition — unless  you  get  expert  direc¬ 
tions.  This  book,  with  a  foreword  by  our  own 
Q.  David  Bowers,  is  a  perfect  guide.  1  Ins  book 
draws  a  road  map  detailing  both  the  hits  and  the 
misses — the  coins  that,  in  the  author’s  opinion, 
represent  good  values  or  that  you  should  steer 
clear  of.  134  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTR-950.  List  price 
$11.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  at  the  rims.  A 
superb  and  numismatically  memorable  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the  half  dime 
series.  Yet  another  half  dime  that  is  highly  re¬ 
garded  at  all  levels  of  preservation.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  like  this  one . 1,195 

This  Mint  State  1866  half  dime  is  far  rarer  than  an 
equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at  a  premium  by  the  Mint 
and  were  saved  by  numismatists,  while  business  strikes  were 
generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Deep  rose  toning.  Rare  date . 595 

1867  Proof-64  (I*CGS)  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 

half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades* . 835 

1869  MS-64  Brilliant  with  light  amber  toning. 
Needle-sharp  strike.  Rarer  at  this  Mint  State  level 

than  an  equivalent  Proof . 750 

1869-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  Very 

scarce  in  choice  Mint  State.  We  presume  that  most 

were  shipped  to  the  Orient  and  melted . 685 

1 869  S  VF-30. .  -o 

1871  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1872- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

light  champagne  surfaces . 175 

1873- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Swan 

song  of  the  half  dime  denomination . 475 

Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  in¬ 
teresting  dimes  from  the  Draped  Bust  style  onward, 
commencing  with  a  very  interesting  1804  with  a 
shared  reverse  die  (read  about  it  below).  Then  comes 
a  choice  Mint  State  1814.  then  many  other  interesting 
and  worthwhile  dimes,  including  many  new  pur¬ 
chases. 


Draped  Bust  Dimes 


Pleasing  1804  Dime 
"$2.50  Reverse" 


1804  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-5.  14  Stars.  VF-30 

(ANACS).  Medium  slate  gray  with  some  inter¬ 
mingled  golden  highlights.  Nice  design  detail 
present  for  the  assigned  grade.  An  exceptionally 
pleasing  specimen  of  a  fairly  rare  variety.  Of 
added  interest  and  importance  as  the  identical  re¬ 
verse  die  used  to  coin  this  dime  was  used  to  coin  1804 
gold  $2.50  pieces  as  well . 6,950 

Add  our  great  books 
to  your  library! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


22 


May-June  1999/ Rare  Coin  Review  #129 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 


1814  John  Reich-3.  Large  Date.  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny 
silver  gray  surfaces  exhibit  lively  lustre  and  a  nu¬ 
ance  of  pale  champagne  toning.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies.  Great  overall  quality . 2,195 

1820  JR-8.  Rarity-3.  Large  0  in  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS). 

Nicely  toned . 319 

1821  JR-6.  Large  Date.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  lovely  dime,  recently  purchased . 775 

Desirable  1821  Small  Date  10C 


1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  MS-63  (NGC)  Attractive  sat¬ 
iny  gray  surfaces  display  lively  blue  iridescence  in 
the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  variety,  especially 

in  Mint  State . 2,895 

1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Light  gold  surfaces.  349 
1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E's.  AU-50.  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 

display  rich  rose  toning  at  the  peripheries . 635 

1824/2  JR-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  very  attractive.  Purchased  minutes  before 

this  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press! . 1,850 

1825  JR-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 325 

1827  JR-1.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl  gray  specimen 
with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue  iridescence 

present  on  both  sides . 695 

1827  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC) . 635 

1827  JR-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  Satiny  and 
lustrous.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level  (just 
try  to  locate  another!).  Add  it  to  your  cabinet  for 
only . 1,295 


1828  JR-1.  Small  10  C.  MS-62  (NGC).  Richly  toned 
slate  gray  surfaces  display  golden  iridescence.  A 

pleasing  coin  for  the  grade . 1,695 

1830/29  JR-5.  Rarity-2.  VF-30  (PCGS).  This  variety 
was  made  famous  by  Don  Taxay  in  the  Scott  cata¬ 
logue  of  1971 .  275 

1830  JR-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant  with  a 
splash  of  light  gold  toning.  Lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade . 1,295 

Gorgeous  Mint  State  1830  Dime 


1830  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  speci¬ 
men  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning. 
Well  struck  in  virtually  every  area  of  the  design, 
a  factor  that  adds  immensely  to  the  overall  appeal. 
In  our  opinion,  our  low  price,  plus  the  aesthetic 
appeal  and  near-gem  status  of  the  coin  add  up  to 
a  substantial  value  (and  no  doubt  a  satisfied  cus¬ 
tomer  as  well!) . 2,750 

1830  JR-6.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 395 

1831 JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

blue,  sea  green,  and  orange . 350 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 
struck.  Pleasing  light  toning . 995 

1833  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  frosty 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims.  At  the  MS-62  level  you'll  have  to  search  far 
and  wide  to  find  the  equal  of  this . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  nicely  struck  for  the  date . 695 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  nice  original 
piece . 475 

1834  JR-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 969 

1834  JR-3.  Rarity-6.  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  gold,  and 
gray  surfaces . 495 


1835  JR-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  1,005 
1835  JR-5.  AU-50 .  345 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and 
frosty  near-gem  coin  that  pushes  the  upper  limits 
of  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid 
of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  An  outstanding 
specimen,  no  doubt  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the 
die  variety.  A  true  prize,  virtually  a  must  for  the 

alert  specialist . 2,195 

1835  JR-9.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 
gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflective  fields  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices,  particularly  on 


the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC) . 795 

1836  JR-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 945 

1836  JR-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 395 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  deep  rose  and 
gold  on  the  reverse.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
grade . 1,695 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 869 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC). 
Nicely  toned . 735 

1838  Small  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  deep  golden  and 
gray  peripheral  toning.  A  very  nice  coin  (no 
premium  added  for  the  Doubled  Die  feature 
which,  of  course,  lends  interest).  A  lovely 
dime! . 1,895 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin 
for  a  type  set . 595 

1838  Large  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-55.  Dou¬ 
bling  plainest  at  D  of  DIME . 195 

Satiny  Mint  State  1842-0  lOt 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  specimen 
with  lively  golden  toning  on  golden  gray  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  A  rarity  in 
Mint  State.  Early  New  Orleans  Mint  dimes  are  al¬ 
ways  popular  with  today's  collectors,  especially 
when  so  finely  preserved  (they  also  represent  the 
only  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  denomination 
prior  to  1856).  An  opportunity  to  obtain  quality  and 

value  with  one  phone  call! . 3,650 

1842-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 
Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  at  the  AU  level.  1,195 


Russell  Rulau  Writes 


The  other  day  we  received  a  nice  note 
from  Russell  Rulau,  who,  since  he  has  "re¬ 
tired"  from  Numismatic  News,  spends 
about  a  dozen  hours  a  day  on  numismatic 
writing  and  research.  We  have  him  to 
thank  for  excellent  books  on  tokens,  med¬ 
als,  and  related  subjects.  Russ  has  just 
been  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  a  high  honor. 

Although  Russ  wrote  about  quite  a  few 
things  in  his  recent  letter,  we  will  quote 


just  the  first  paragraph,  for  which  we  say 
"thank  you  very  much": 

"Dear  Dave, 

"The  Harry  Bass  Collection  catalogue 
is  fabulous!  It  is  hard  to  see  how  you  and 
the  others  at  Bowers  and  Merena  keep 
outdoing  yourselves  in  putting  out  super¬ 
lative  auction  catalogues,  replete  with  de¬ 
tailed  research  as  well  as  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  norms  of  marvelous  photography 
and  competent  cataloguing." 
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1847  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  nu¬ 

ance  of  pale  golden  toning.  Somewhat  prooflike. 
Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  a  popular  Philadelphia  Mint  issue, 
one  that  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State  (although 
this  is  not  widely  known).  Tops  of  date  numerals 
touch  rock . 1,950 

1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  as 

well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 

1849  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  nicely  struck.  Light 

champagne  surfaces . 495 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC  ).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
splash  of  rose  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  popular  type 

coin  in  any  season . 1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  lovely  coin  overall.  ..  1,295 
1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Superb  lustre  on  satiny 
surfaces.  Plenty  of  eye  appeal  and  a  splash  of  gold 

present  as  well . 1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Pale  champagne  high¬ 
lights  on  lustrous  surfaces . 1,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (I’CGS).  Brilliant  675 

1854  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  toning . 159 

1857-0  MS-62  Brilliant 

1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 385 

1859  AU-50.  Brilliant . 159 

1859-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  A 

"sleeper"  date  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  espe¬ 
cially  so  in  Mint  State . 535 

1859-0  AU-58.  Wonderfully  toned  in  deep  gold  and 

blue.  Scarce  so  fine . 275 

1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Scarce 
in  all  high  grades  as  such  pieces  were  not 
numismatically  noticed  during  their  era.  If 


you've  ordered  Dave  Bowers'  forthcoming  book 
(see  our  ad  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review), 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  lonathan,"  you'll 
enjoy  reading  all  about  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
how  it  was  formed,  how  it  operated,  and  lots  of 
other  interesting— indeed, fascinating  -  "stuff."  A 
good  read  is  in  store  — as  soon  as  the  book  is 
published . 575 

1864  AU-55. 1  ilac  and  gray  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of 
all  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  dates.  ...  819 

1864- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 
the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory —  quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date.  I  he  specialist  will  truly  appreciate 
this  opportunity . 1,650 

1865- S  AU-50  (I’CGS).  Brown  and  gray  surfaces  High 

quality  for  an  issue  which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be 
in  significantly  lower  grades  than  this . 795 

1867  El  -45  (ANACS)  A  well-known,  low-mintage 
date.  Indeed,  the  lowest  production  figure  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series  (only  6,000  business 
strikes  were  coined)  and  one  of  the  lowest  dime 
mintages  of  any  type  from  1796  to  the  present 
Typically  when  we  offer  an  example  of  this  date, 
more  often  than  not  it  is  a  Proof!  Business  strikes 


are  very  rare . 1,150 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 


1872-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  rose. 


blue  and  gold  toning . 465 

1873  Closed  3.  Breen-3363.  Repunched  Date.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  with  a  deep 
gold  and  blue  toning  crescent  at  the  rim  on  each 
side.  Perhaps  the  finest  known  example  of  this 
rare  variety . 1,550 

I  his  rare  variety  exhibits  the  remnants  of  a  previously 
punched  date  to  the  left  of  the  existing  date,  the  plainest 
evidence  of  this  being  at  the  lower  left  bases  of  the  1  and  7  of 
the  date  This  rarity  was  first  described  by  Kenneth  R.  Hill  in 
the  March  1979  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  luumal 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  and 

light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll 
ever  see  at  the  AU  grade  level . 350 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,195 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (N(jC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  950 

1874  Arrows  MS-63  (I’CGS)  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 950 

1875  AU-58.  Brilliant . 119 

1875- CC  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Beautiful  satiny  surfaces . 655 

1876- CC  MS-64.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Struck  from  rusted 
dies,  not  an  unusual  happenstance  for  this  date.  A 
splendid  specimen . 465 

1877- CC  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant . 595 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC)  Light  champagne  surfaces.  825 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC)  Brilliant . 825 

1880  Proof-63  (PCGS).  595 

1880  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  A  popular  low-mintage 

date . 595 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderfully  toned  in  rose, 

magenta,  and  blue . 695 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  frosty  Nicely  struck 

in  all  areas.  . . 1,675 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  L  ight  golden  toning  A  common 
date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date)  grade.  As 
such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-level  coin 
for  your  type  set  at  just  a  fraction  of  what  you 
would  have  to  pay  for  a  rarity'  (such  as  an  early  5- 


Mint  dime)  in  comparable  grade . 1,095 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1884  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 875 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Mint  State  1886-S  10<  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  just 
a  whisper  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck.  A 
near-gem  coin  in  all  respects.  A  notable  branch 
mint  rarity,  many  times  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  its 
fairly  sizable  mintage  (206,524  pieces)  indicates.  It 
may  be  some  time  before  we  are  able  to  offer  a 


comparable  specimen  of  this  date! . 5,295 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 


wmammmmm 


'efore 
the  coin! 


American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War 
1760-1860 


American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War 
1760-1860 

emphasizing  the  story  o)  Augustus  B.  Sage 

by  Q,  David  Bowers 
foreword  by  Dr.  Joel J.  Orosz 

This  fabulous  book,  emphasizing  the  story  of 
Augustus  B.  Sage,  early  coin  dealer  and  founding 
member  of  the  ANA,  will  give  you  an  “I  am 
there”  feeling  for  the  early  days  of  American 
numismatics.  432  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-405.  List  price 
$89.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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The  Treasure  Ship 
5.5.  Brother  Jonathan 


Her  Life  and  Loss,  1850-1865 


Treasure  Lost!  Treasure  Recovered! 
Seventeen  Exciting  Chapters 
Over  400  pages,  deluxe  hardbound  with  hundreds  of 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q.  David  Bowers  has  done  it  again!  This  new  work  will  keep  your  eyes  glued  to  each  and  every  page  as  you 
are  immersed  in  the  bustling  1850s  and  1860s— the  Gold  Rush  days  of  California.  Read  the  exciting  story  of  the 
life  and  loss  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan ,  one  of  the  many  passenger  steamships  of  the  era.  And,  most  significantly, 
learn  of  her  numismatic  importance  as  one  of  the  few  recovered  shipwrecks  to  yield  a  substantial  number  of  U.S. 
gold  coins.  Enjoy  the  chapters  on  related  subjects— money  in  California— private  coinage— more  information  on 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  than  has  ever  appeared  in  any  other  publication— scenes  of  the  Gold  Rush  era— sidewheel 
steamships— life  on  the  ocean— traveling  aboard  the  Brother  Jonathan— society  and  amusements  in  San  Francisco— 
money  in  Oregon— Civil  War  raiders  and  pirates— thrilling  accounts  of  land  and  sea,  and  much,  much  more! 


WE  EXPECT  SHIPMENT  AT  THE  END  OF  MAY! 


Ordering  is  easy!  Simply  have  your  credit  card  handy  and  call  1-800-222-5993.  Ask  for  Mary  Tocci  of 
our  Publications  Department  and  she’ll  take  care  of  everything.  List  Price:  $69.95  (plus  $5  postage);  Stock 
No.  BBM-406. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Barber  Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  quite  a  few 
scarce  and  rare  pieces  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  The 
elusive  1895-0  (in  particular),  1896-0,  and  1896-S 
come  to  mind  as  do  a  few  others— as  well  as  many  at 
more  popular  price  levels. 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Vibrant  gold,  blue,  and  amber 


toning.  A  lovely  specimen . 266 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green  and 
gold . 149 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  green,  gold,  and  am¬ 
ber . 105 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  iridescent  ton¬ 

ing.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased  when  this 
lovely  coin  arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 995 


1893-0  VF-25 . 129 

1893-0  VF-20 . 119 

1893- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 619 

1894- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 

in  the  Barber  dime  series.  Only  rarely  do  we  have 
an  example  in  this  grade  to  offer  for  sale.  Just 


purchased  as  we  go  to  press! . 1,995 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Rare  in  this 

grade  (and  scarce  in  any  grade) . 725 

1894-0  EF-40+.  Brilliant . 359 


Important  1895-0  Dime  Rarity 


1895-0  AU-30  ( I*CGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  gold  and  magenta  peripheral  toning.  Aside 
from  the  1894-S  rarity,  the  1893-0  is  the  kev  to  the 


Barber  dime  series . 2,850 

1893-0  VF-25  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 

much  desired,  much  admired  issue . 1,250 

1895-S  EF-10  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


Memorable  1896-0  Dime 


1896-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
golden  toning  around  the  penpherv.  A  splendid 
coin  that  is  fully  the  equal  of  some  we  have  seen 
graded  MS-65.  We  guarantee  vou  will  be  pleased 
with  the  quality! . 4,695 


Outstanding  Near-Gem  1896-S  10c 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  gold  and  rose 
iridescence.  Nicely  struck  with  even  the  most  fi¬ 
nite  details  boldly  rendered.  You'll  find  yourself 
wondering  why  this  beautiful  coin  isn't  in  a 

1 

G  ua  ran  teed  A  u  then  tici  ty 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena,  you  never  have  to 
worry'  if  a  coin  is  authentic.  We  uncon¬ 
ditionally  guarantee  forever  that  every 
item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


The  Philadelphia  Mint  as  seen  early  in  the  20th  century,  as  illustrated  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic  Magazine,  April  1919.  This  structure,  erected  in  1792,  was  razed  by 
Frank  Stewart  in  1911;  thus,  this  picture  must  date  from  before  that  time.  It  was  sent  in 
by  reader  Theodore  W.  Phillips. 
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holder  bearing  a  higher  grade!  Certainly  one  of 
the  most  important  dates  in  the  Barber  dime  se¬ 
ries,  particularly  in  MS-64 . 3,195 

If  you  are  currently  building  a  world  class  collection  of 
Barber  dimes  and  are  lacking  this  date,  we  suggest  you  call 
Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  quickly,  as  we  don't  anticipate 
this  specimen  will  remain  in  our  inventory  for  very  long. 


1897-0  EF-40.  Very  nice  eye  appeal . 490 

1897-0  F-12.  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 


Exceptional  1899-S  Dime 
Choice  Mint  State 


1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 
splashes  of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  excep¬ 
tional  Barber  dime.  Purchased  just  before  we  go 

to  press! . 2,350 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
gold  peripheral  toning.  Scarce  so  fine . 1,095 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  quite  rare,  par¬ 

ticularly  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
excellent  eye  appeal . 975 

1903- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  popular  low-mint- 

age  date . 1,165 

1903-S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 

issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 

Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

1905-S  MS-60  PL . 265 

1905-S  MS-60 . 225 


1906-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  nice  specimen  from  the  first 


year  of  Denver  Mint  operation . 129 

1906-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1906- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  brown 

toning . 295 

1907- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 


1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1909-D  MS-62  (NGC) . 695 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned . 695 

19105  AU-58.  Brilliant . 249 

1912  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 129 

1913-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Beautiful  gold  and  blue  toning. 
One  of  the  scarcer  Barber  dimes  toward  the  end  of 


the  series . 295 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 99 

1914-D  AU-50 . 49 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 


1916  Barber.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  175 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially  high  quality.  The  multiple  191 6-D 
dimes  are  very  nice  as  are  several  dimes  of  1921  and 
the  rare  1942/ 1-D,  among  many  others.  A  date  and 
mintmark  collection  toward  the  end  of  the  series, 
from  the  1930s  to  1945,  can  be  assembled  for  very  low 
cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 


Key  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 


191 6-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade  specimen  of  the 
Mercury  dime  rarity.  Just  purchased,  and  offered 


The  Smart  Collector 

by  the  editors  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  information  is 
given  concerning  each  design,  followed  by 
“What  Will  It  Cost?”  (a  commentary  on  the  cost 
of  forming  a  collection  of  the  specialty)  and 
“Fast  Facts”  (basic  information).  254  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCW-700.  List  price 
$22.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  sec 
page  89. 


here  for  the  first  time.  You'll  be  delighted!  4,650 

1916-D  Mercury  Dime  Rarity 


1916-D  Mercury.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium 
golden  gray  surfaces  devoid  of  serious  marks. 
Always  in  demand  in  all  grades,  particularly  in 
high  levels  such  as  this.  The  most  famous  issue  in 

the  Mercury  dime  series . 3,150 

1916-D  Mercury.  (PCGS) . 619 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1917  MS-63  FB . 69 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  395 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 695 

1917- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 215 

1918  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deeply 

frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  seldom 
encountered . 595 

1920  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 995 

1920- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425 

1921  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 

Lowest  mintage  Philadelphia  Mint  Mercury 

dime . 795 

1921  EF-40.  Nicely  toned . 495 

1921- D  MS-63.  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces  with  perhaps 

a  nuance  of  pale  rose  toning.  A  lovely  Mint  State 
example  of  one  of  the  most  desirable  dates  in  the 
series . 1,575 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1923  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1924- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1925- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  famous  rarity, 
but  quite  elusive  when  it  comes  to  trying  to  find 
a  nice  combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
good  eye  appeal,  such  as  this  specimen  offers.  695 

1926- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1926-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 435 

1926- S  EF-45  (PCI).  Brilliant . 295 

1927- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  satiny  gem  with 

intense  lustre  present.  Sharply  struck,  just  a  tiny 
distance  from  the  coveted  FB  (Full  Bands)  desig¬ 
nation.  A  lovely  coin . 1,495 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 39 

1934  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  deep  blue  ton¬ 
ing . 17 
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1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lovely 


amber  peripheral  toning . 79 

1935- S  MS-66  I  B  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned  sur¬ 
faces . 975 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1936- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  rainbow  toning . 45 

1936- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning . 325 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1937-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1937-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1938- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1938-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 109 

1938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1938-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 265 


Bob  /.  Writes: 

“Your  Rare  Coin  Review  is  excellent 
in  every  respect.  The  articles  are  inter¬ 
esting  and  informative,  and  the  coins 
offered  are  conservatively  graded. 

"From  a  couple  issues  ago,  No.  125, 
I  was  able  to  obtain  a  very  nice  1875-S 
20-cent  piece  for  my  Liberty  Seated 
type  set.  1  am  putting  together  a  set 
where  every  mint  is  represented.  For 
completion,  I  need  a  nice  1859-0  or 
1860-0  Seated  dollar,  raw,  in  FF-45  to 
AU-55.  I  am  confident  that  you  folks 
will  come  up  with  something  soon. 

"The  real  purpose  of  this  note  is  to 
tell  you  how  much  I  enjoyed  your  ar¬ 
ticle  on  the  Hub  Coin  Rook.  To  say  that 
I  was  thrilled  when  I  came  across  it  is  a 
huge  understatement!  You  have  an¬ 
swered  the  many  questions  that  I  had 
about  Alexander  &  Co.  and  also  pro¬ 
vided  much  more  desirable  informa¬ 
tion  on  related  subjects. 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  the  great 
article  and  for  being  the  best  rare  coin 
company  around.  I  am  just  a  small  col¬ 
lector  with  a  limited  budget,  still  your 
people  have  always  been  most  courte¬ 
ous  and  helpful  in  every  way." 


1938-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescence  toning....  28 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 359 

1939  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  ...  48 


1939-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1939- D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1940  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 235 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1940- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 97 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

blue  toning . 110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 210 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1941- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941-S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 


194yi-D  MS-60  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  Much  rarer  in 
Mint  State  than  is  the  1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint 
coin  (which  in  itself  is  rare).  Another  new  pur¬ 
chase . 2,095 

I94yi-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely!  1  lighly  lustrous  and 

equally  as  desirable . 1,295 

194yi-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece . 679 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
light  gold  toning . 115 

1942  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1942-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence.58 

1943- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning . 65 

1943-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 19 

1943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  Iri9 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  We  recently  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 59 

list-  this  listing  to  build  your  own  s*-t  of  choice  Mint 
Slate  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  .  69 

1944-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  AU-53.  Attractive  light  golden  surfaces . 6 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1944- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1945- S  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 17 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 179 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 


Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

We  offer  a  modest  selection  of  twenty -cent  pieces, 
an  interesting,  short-lived  denomination. 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  highlights 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  of  the  most 

popular  issue  in  this  ephemeral  series . 1,150 

1875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  450 
1875-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.  395 
1876  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning . 525 

Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars,  commencing  with  the  1806,  continu¬ 
ing  into  the  present  century.  Along  the  way  you  will 
find  many  scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates  and 
varieties. 

Early  Quarter  Dollars 

1806  Browning-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Very  attractive.  995 


1818  B-4.  Ranty-2.  VF-25 . 319 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (NGC) . 695 

1820  B-2.  Large  O.  VF-20.  . . 265 

1821  B-4  Rarity -2.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 265 


Rare  1822  Quarter  With  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  VG-10  Medium  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  lighter  high  points.  A  few  tiny  marks 
are  present,  but,  more  importantly,  the  blundered 
reverse  denomination  is  plainly  evident  to  the 
unaided  eye.  A  popular  and  desirable  rarity. 
Pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade . 4,250 

This  variety  no  doubt  was  created  w  hen  a  Mint  em¬ 
ployee  was  thinking  half  dollar-,  instead  of  quarter  dollars 
while  cutting  the  die!  Interestingly,  this  same  reverse  die  was 
used  later  (in  1828). 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 445 

1815/2  B-l.  Rarity -5.  EF-40  (NGC  ) 

.'B-l  Kuritv-5  VF-20  495 

1825/3  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  show  strong  lustre  for  the  grade,  with 
deeper  gold  and  rose  toning  in  the  recessed  areas. 

Scarce  so  fine . 1,295 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC) . 765 

1828  B-l.  AU-58  (NGC).  The  word  Wore  comes  to 
mind  immediately.  Satiny  medium  gray  surfaces 
exhibit  lively  lustre  and  warm  golden  highlights. 
A  very  nice  original  piece,  of  a  quality  that  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  in  the  Capped  Bust  quar¬ 
ter  series;  many  can  be  found  in  F-12  or  so,  but 
lovely  AU  examples  of  the  design  type  come  few 
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and  far  between.  Sharply  struck  and  essentially 

mark-free,  truly  a  pleasure  to  behold . 1,895 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  silver 
gray  specimen,  mostly  prooflike,  with  attractive 
golden  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Rare  so 

fine . 1,550 

1831  B-4.  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
centers  with  light  rose  and  golden  peripheral 

toning . 735 

1831  B-5.  AU-55  (NGC) . 685 

1834  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1834  B-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lively  silver  gray  surfaces 
show  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  gold  on  the 
obverse,  even  medium  gold  toning  on  the  reverse. 
Nicely  struck  and  graced  with  the  overall  appeal 


of  a  slightly  higher  grade . 1,395 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 .  525 

1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  original  sur¬ 
faces . 695 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+  AU-50  (PCGS) . 695 


Near-Gem  Mint  State  1838  25C 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces,  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Rare  at  this  grade 
level  and  very  desirable.  Now,  have  you  ever  seen 
so  many  options  among  quarters  of  this  date  and 

type?  Check  the  next  listings  as  well! . 4,950 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  or¬ 
ange-gold  and  pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty 
surfaces.  A  tiny  drift  mark  is  seen  near  the  fourth 
obverse  star.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Capped  Bust  design  type,  which  by  this  time  was 


anachronistic  in  the  silver  series  (save  for  the  half 

dollar) . 1,045 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Very  attractive  with 
light  champagne  surfaces . 595 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

just  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Another  coin  from  this  pivotal  design  year  in  the 
quarter  dollar  series;  the  Liberty  Seated  design 
made  its  debut  later  in  1838 . 595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 

gray  surfaces  exhibit  lively  rose,  gold,  and  electric 
blue  iridescence,  deeper  at  the  rims  than  at  the 
centers.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  appealing  for 
the  assigned  grade . 1,695 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-45  (NGC).  The  obverse  has  light 

golden  toning  and  the  reverse  has  deep  golden 
toning . 329 

1840  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 665 

1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous.  Brilliant 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  notches  quality- 
wise  above  the  usually  seen  example  of  this  issue. 
A  very  appealing  design,  as  the  motifs  and  inscrip¬ 
tions  are  surrounded  by  generous  areas  of  blank 


field,  imparting  a  cameo  appearance . 1,260 

1844-0  EF-45  (AN ACS) . 195 


1850-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. .  795 

1852  AU-58  (ANACS).  Rich  golden  highlights  on  lus¬ 

trous  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  scarcer  date  than  its 
mintage  implies,  particularly  in  higher  circulated 
grades . 475 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and 
lustrous  example  of  the  popular  Arrows  and  Rays 
design  (which  made  its  only  appearance  in  1853; 
the  1854-55  quarter  dollars  had  arrows  at  the  date 


but  no  rays  on  the  reverse) . 1,225 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 

a  whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 595 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 


to  Cl  \ 
great  start. . . 
buy  the  book 
before 

f  \  the  coin! 

Wyr  k  /  ? 


America's  Silver  Coinage 

1794-1891 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors,  histori¬ 
ans,  researchers,  and  others  from  seminars  of  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  conducted 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  on  No¬ 
vember  1-2,  1986.  210  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-210.  List 
price  $15.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


■■Kl 


rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for 


the  grade . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  iri¬ 
descence . 895 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 255 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 , 1 95 


Mint  State  1858-0  25C  Rarity 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  gray  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  splashes  of  lively  blue,  pink,  and  gold 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  A  plentiful  date  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades,  but  a  rarity  of  some  importance  in 
Mint  State  (as  is  true  of  many  early  New  Orleans 


issues  in  various  series).  Sharply  struck  in  all  ar¬ 
eas . 2,950 

1858- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  golden  surfaces . 495 

1859- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Much  lustre  remaining.  Pleas¬ 
ing  golden  surfaces . 795 


1864- S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades. 

This  attractive  VF-35  represents  a  find  for  the 
specialist  who  does  not  want  to  spend  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  for  a  significantly  higher  grade 
specimen.  Extensive  remarks  concerning  the 
distribution  of  San  Francisco  silver  and  gold 
coins  of  this  era  will  be  included  in  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers'  forthcoming  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  “S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan." . 1,495 

1865- S  VF-20.  Nice  surfaces . 299 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  kev  date  in 

any  grade.  Coins  at  the  AU  level  are  few  and  very 

far  between . 695 

1867  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  this  grade,  although 

not  widely  appreciated  or  priced  as  such . 575 

1869  AU-53  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 975 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  near-gem 
quarter  with  beautiful  champagne  highlights  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Always  popular  as  a  type  coin, 
particularly  when  so  finely  preserved . 2,690 


A  Fine  Collection  Is 
Your  Best  Investment 
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You  've  come  to  the  right  place  for 

Supplies 

"Certified  Coin  Estate" 
Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  "top  of  the  line"  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden 
case  which  opens  like  a  book— accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an 
engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable  leatherette  trays 
Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of 
PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders  Thus,  the  album  will  show¬ 
case  in  a  deluxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  1 08  coins, 
would  do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 
ever  formed. 


CCE-00 1  Deluxe  wooden  book- 
style  album  with  three  trays  (specify 
choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match  green 
for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/or 
PCI  only;  black  "universal"  holder  for 
various  types  of  "slabs"  mixed  in  the 
same  tray).  $  144. 

CCE-020.  Display  tray  only,  green 
background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only. 
Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $  1 9.95. 

CCE-02 1 .  Display  tray  only,  blue 
background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/ 
or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins. 
$19.95. 

CCE-022.  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  "Universal"  type  suitable  for  mixing 
and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS.  NGC.  PCI.  or  old-style  ANACS 
"slabs."  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins  $22  95 

CCE-030.  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays,  useful  if  the 
trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album  $9.95 

CCE-040.  NEW!  Certified  Coin  Estate  Portfolio.  Holds  up  to  18  coins  (3x3)  includ¬ 
ing  in  NGC,  PCGS,  PCI,  SEGS,  and  both  ANACS  holders  Looks  and  feels  like  soft  black 
leather,  folds  at  center  and  interlocks  as  a  portfolio  for  easy  transportation  $34  95 


Here  is  how  to  order: 


Bausch  & 
Lomb  Pocket 
Magnifying 
Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X.  Combination  of 
two  lenses  in  durable  plastic  case; 
two  lenses  fold  into  case,  which 
serves  as  handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X 
power  Wide  field  of  vision  permits 
easy  inspection  of  coins  for  grading, 
enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite  all-pur¬ 
pose  glass  $23  (not  pictured) 


Stock  No  BL-7X  Hastings  triplet 
lens  system,  highly  corrected  optical 
glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated 
case  which  serves  as  handle  7X 
power  Somewhat  limited  field  of  vi¬ 
sion;  excellent  for  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched 
letters,  etc.)  $44 
Stock  No.  BL-5X: 
Inexpensive  "Pack- 
ette"  5X  magnifier  of 
molded  optical  plas¬ 
tic.  Folds  into  plas¬ 
tic  case.  A  good 
pocket  glass  with 
good  field  of  vi¬ 
sion.  Priced  inex¬ 
pensively.  if  you 
i  lose  it,  you  can 
easily  buy  an¬ 
other.  $9. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Belt  Clip 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  magnifying  glass  or  keys?  This  little  metal-cased  "reel"  consists 
of  a  plastic-coated  woven  wire,  two  feet  long,  which  attaches  to  a  belt  loop  or  pocket 
edge.  At  the  end  of  the  wire  is  a  key  ring  which  retracts  into  the  reel  as  soon  as  you  let 
go.  Decorated  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  "griffin"  logotype  and  inscription.  FREE  with 
any  purchase  of  $50  or  more  from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Review,  while  supplies  last. 
Be  sure  to  mention  it  when  you  place  your  order!  (Magmfyer  not  included) 
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1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  important  and  popular  type  coin . 2,250 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set. ...  1,095 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 
light  golden  peripheral  toning . 950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

suitable  example  of  this  popular  two-year-only 
design  type . 995 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning  on  satiny 

lustrous  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade . 569 

1875-CC  MS-62.  Gorgeous  amber  surfaces . 1,795 

1875-CC  EF-40.  Quite  scarce  in  this  level,  a  find  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  specialist . 495 

1876  AU-58  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  toned  in  pewter 

gray  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 175 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Struck  from 
Comstock  Lode  silver  in  an  era  in  which  overall 
metal  market  prices  were  declining,  prompting 
western  politicians  to  do  something  (which  hap¬ 
pened  with  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  February  28, 

1878) .  1,150 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 1,150 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  "white"  surfaces  show 
strong  lustre  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal . 525 

1877- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 525 

1878- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce,  and  al¬ 
ways  popular . 525 

1879  AU-55  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue . 549 

1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 
peripheral  toning.  Very  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age . 625 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Not  often  do  we 
have  a  business  strike  to  offer  for  sale  —  they  are 
much  rarer  than  Proofs . 1,095 

1884  EF-45.  A  nice  specimen  of  this  date,  one  with  an 

enticingly  low  mintage . 595 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 1,850 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  business 
strike  form.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 850 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  beautiful  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence . 795 

1891  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1891-0  F-12  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  under  appreciated 
date  in  any  grade,  a  true  sleeper  even  at  just  F-l  2! 
The  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on 
the  reverse . 329 


As  Rare  As  Possible 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


There  is  a  tendency  in  the  numismatic 
field  to  describe  items  in  their  rarest  pos¬ 
sible  context.  Thus,  if  Joe  Blow,  a  specialist 
in  (I  am  making  this  up  and  this  is  a  hypo¬ 
thetical  situation)  Liberty  Seated  some- 
thing-or-other,  and  has  seen  12  specimens 
of  a  given  coin,  his  article  appears  in  print 
with  a  statement  like  "only  12  to  15  are 
known."  Somewhat  overlooked  is  the  fact 
that  over  10,000  auction  catalogues  and 
price  lists  have  been  published  in  America 
since  the  1850s,  and  Joe  Blow's  library  only 
contains  those  published  in  the  past  five 
years,  and  not  even  all  of  those. 

Apropos  of  all  of  this,  one  needs  to  but 
look  at  the  1949  (first)  version  of  Dr. 
Sheldon's  book.  Early  American  Cents. 
There  were  many  high  rarity  ratings  listed 
for  certain  coins,  and  others  were  called 
"NC"  (non-collectible).  In  the  years  since 
then,  many  rarity  ratings  have  come 
down,  and  some  "NC"  coins  have  been 
quite  collectible,  and  today  are  not  even 
considered  to  be  extreme  rarities. 

Similarly,  Walter  Breen's  early  mono¬ 
graphs  for  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine  imparted  great  rarity  to  coins  of 
which  he  had  personally  seen  only  a 
handful —  never  mind  that  someone  else 
with  more  experience  might  have  seen 
dozens.  For  example,  of  the  1863  $3  piece 
he  noted  that  "less  than  two  dozen  in  all" 
are  known.  Indeed,  the  1863  $3  is  elusive, 
but  it  is  probably  the  case  that  at  least  a 
couple  hundred  remain  from  the  original 
mintage  of  5,000  business  strikes. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  this  as 
research  has  to  start  somewhere,  and  any¬ 
one  can  only  start  with  what  he  or  she 
knows,  or  has  observed,  or  is  able  to  find 
from  other  collectors.  High  praise  is  due  to 
Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  who,  virtu¬ 
ally  starting  from  scratch,  created  the 
memorable  and  magnificent  book,  An 
American  Numismatic  Manual  in  1859. 
Many  of  Dickeson's  rarity  ratings  and 
notes  were  revised  by  later  scholars,  but 
by  any  evaluation  the  1859  book  was  a 


grand  beginning.  As  fields  become  more 
closely  studied,  rarity  ratings  tend  to  fall. 

This  commentary  was  prompted  the 
other  day  by  a  person  who  took  issue  with 
a  statement  we  made  concerning  the  rarity 
of  a  particular  token.  It  was,  he  said,  a  Rar¬ 
ity-10  (unique)  Civil  War  token,  R-10  being 
unique  on  the  Fuld  scale  (which  is  a  scale 
all  by  itself).  He  owned  one,  and  was  a  bit 
disappointed  when  we  said  that  we  also 
owned  one  plus  a  duplicate ,  and  had  seen 
another  in  the  possession  of  a  southern  col¬ 
lector.  How  many  examples  are  known  of 
this  token  is,  of  course,  guesswork,  but  see¬ 
ing  that  with  very  little  research  or  inquiry 
at  all,  we  know  of  four,  perhaps  a  good 
guess  would  be  that  at  least  a  half  dozen  or 
more  are  known.  There  is  no  way  that  this 
token  can  be  called  unique.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  cannot  be  called  common  or  else  it 
would  have  been  published  earlier.  How¬ 
ever,  in  today's  enthusiastic  and  ever¬ 
growing  market  for  Civil  War  tokens,  with 
more  people  being  gathered  into  the  fold, 
we  imagine  that  many  new  discoveries 
will  be  found. 

As  fields  "open  up"  to  new  waves  of 
collecting  interest,  many  unrecorded  speci¬ 
mens  come  to  light.  In  the  1930s,  after  pub¬ 
lication  of  M.L.  Beistle's  book  on  early  half 
dollars,  a  lot  of  looking  was  done,  and  a 
hitherto  unknown  variety  was  discovered, 
the  1817/4.  Then  another  1817/4.  Then 
another.  The  coin  remains  rare,  and  in  our 
1997  catalogue  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
we  listed  seven  known  specimens  (with 
some  pedigree  help  from  Sheridan 
Downey  and  the  late  Stu  Witham).  The 
point  is  that  dealers  in  the  market  before 
1930  may  have  bought  and  sold  many  col¬ 
lections  and  rarities,  but  they  did  not  know 
of  the  1817/4  half  dollar. 

Today,  new  waves  of  collecting  inter¬ 
est  are  sweeping  through  many  series, 
and  I  mention  such  specialties  as  Civil 
War  tokens,  scrip  notes,  and  National 
Bank  notes.  New  discoveries  are  being 
made  and  will  continue  to  be  made. 
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1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 

Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  includes  a  nice  selection  of  date  and 
mintmark  varieties,  carefully  purchased,  and  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please. 


1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant . 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck,  and  having  all  the  appeal  of  a 
higher  grade  for  a  fraction  of  the  cost  —  this  spells 
V-A-L-U-E  to  us!.  We  guarantee  you  will  be 

pleased  with  the  quality! . 465 

1892-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1892-0  MS-60 .  295 

1892- S  AU-50 .  285 

1893- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1893-S  AU-58  (ANACS) .  )65 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  There  is  lots  of  value 

to  be  had  at  the  Proof-63  market  price  level,  in  our 
opinion . 645 

1894- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1894-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1894- S  AU-50  (NGC) .  189 

1895  VF-25 . 45 

1895- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  amber 

peripheral  toning . 219 

1896- 0 VF-30 .  275 

1896-0  VF-20 .  245 


1897- 0  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces  with  deeper 

gold  at  the  rims.  Strong  lustre  present.  Strictly 
original  high-grade  Barber  quarters  (dimes  and 
half  dollars  as  well)  are  in  demand  in  today's  nu¬ 
mismatic  marketplace,  where  quality  is  of  para¬ 
mount  importance . 629 

1898- 0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Golden  toning.  Scarce  in 
Mint  State.  Just  how  scarce  is  not  known,  but 
probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  exist  in 


all  of  numismatics . 895 

1898-0  VF-25 . 155 

1898- S  EF-40 . 99 

1899- 0  AU-55.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. .  295 
1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre  on 

both  sides.  A  lovely  near-gem  specimen . 629 

1900  MS-60.  Brilliant . 185 

1900- S  MS-63  (PCI  IS).  1  lighly  lustrous  and  choice  for 
the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph¬ 


eries . 1,475 

1900-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 125 

1901  AU-53 . 135 

1902  AU-53.  Brilliant .  135 

1902-SAl  58  (ANACS).  lightly  toned  280 

1902-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant . 135 

1903  AU-58.  Brilliant . 159 

1903  AU-50 .  125 


1903-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  v\ith  light 
champagne  surfaces.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  this 


high  grade . 1,350 

1903  s  VI  25  . 69 


1904  AU-55  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  blue 


and  gold . 119 

1905  EF-45 . 85 


1907  Proof-60.  Very  low  Proof  mintage  this  year. 350 


1907-D  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  brilliant . 215 

1907-D  AU-50 . 185 


1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  toning.  A  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Not 
often  is  a  piece  of  this  quality  offered  for  sale.  For 
the  connoisseur  this  is  a  find.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 


teed! . 1,195 

1908-0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 295 

1908- 0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Very  attractive . 135 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909- D  AU-58 . 175 

1909-D  AU-55 . 165 


1909-D  AU-53. 


159 


1910  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  The  reverse,  if  graded 

separately,  could  be  listed  as  MS-65 .  335 

1910-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  1,450 


* 

great  start...  * 
buy  the  book 

beJ 

the  coin! 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 
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Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

by  J.H.  Cline 

Third  Edition.  A  comprehensive  guide  to  this 
popular  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection,  by  the  way,  we  had 
the  honor  of  showcasing  at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List  price 
$24.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


1910- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 255 

1911- D  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece . 210 

1912  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An  ideal  coin  for  a  type 

set . 495 

1913  EF-45  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 465 

191 3-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

191 3- S  VG-8  (ANACS).  Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the 

Barber  quarter  series . 865 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 195 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1914- S  VF-20 . 1 .  245 

1915  MS-62  Brilliant . 210 

1915  EF-45 . 75 

1915- D  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant . 1,225 

191 5-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 215 

1 91 5-S  AU-53 . 209 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  beautiful  1,495 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities  What  a  nice  start  we  provide 
with  the  famous,  classic  1916!  Soon  thereafter  is 
listed  not  one,  but  again  two  specimens  of  an  even 
scarcer  coin,  the  1918/7-S.  Beyond  that  there  are 
bound  to  be  other  quarter  dollars  of  interest, 
whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or  you  have  been  a 
specialist  for  a  long  time. 

Brilliant  AU  1916  Quarter 


1916  AU-55  (AN  ACS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Another 

example  of  this  endlessly  popular  rarity . 4,795 

1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH2  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 

surfaces . 1,150 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  1.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25c  Rarity 


191S/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety . 9,850 
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Desirable  1918/7-S  Overdate  25< 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  please,  a  key  to  the 

series . 9,550 

191 8-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lustre. 

A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal . 1,595 

1918-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  925 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1918-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 

1918- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 145 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen  of 

this  date . 649 

1919  MS-60  FH  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. .  219 

1919  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 99 

1919- S  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning . 465 

1919-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 465 

1920  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

Gem  Mint  State  1920-D  Quarter 


1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  this  high  grade . 2,350 


1920-D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  835 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 859 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  strong  eye 


aPPeal . 1,295 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning . 375 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 


1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  An  elusive  low-mintage  date  that 


commands  attention  in  gem  Mint  State . 2,350 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy! . 325 


Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1927- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,750 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1928- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1929- D  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. .  145 

1930  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 285 


The  Best  of  the 
Washington  Quarter 
Doubled  Die  Varieties 

by  John  A.  Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn 

This  volume  features  139  of  the  most  desir¬ 
able  doubled  die  varieties  in  this  popular  modern 
series.  Included  are  detailed  descriptions,  cross- 
referenced  information,  values,  rarity,  and  more. 
1 86  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825.  List  price 
$39.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  >6 


Washington  Quarters 


1932  AU-55.  Brilliant . 17 

1932  AU-50.  Brilliant . 13 


1932-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarcest  Washington 


quarter . 455 

1932-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 365 

1932-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 245 

1934  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  light  gold  toning  on  the  reverse . 795 

1934  Light  Motto.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 27 

1934-D  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  A  highly  important 

variety,  one  that  even  years  ago  was  not  easy  to 
find  in  Mint  State  (although  it  is  not  generally  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  key  issue) . 1,125 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  259 

1934- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 225 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  ..  99 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  toning.  Lowest  mintage  issue 
among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  Always  in 
demand . 875 


Only  3,837Proofs  were  struck  in  1936,  not  only  creating 
the  lowest  production  figure  for  any  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ter,  but  also  for  any  regular  Proof  coin  from  that  time  to  the 
present  year!  In  1936,  Proofs  of  various  denominations  could 
be  ordered  singly  as  well  as  in  sets,  thus  accounting  for 
differences  in  mintage  quantities  among  the  various  denomi¬ 


nations. 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1939-D/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  ..  295 
1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1939- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant . 79 

1940- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1940- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1941- S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 73 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1942- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 63 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1946- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1947- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 239 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1957  MS-65.  Brilliant . 23 

1957-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 
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1958  MS-65.  Brilliant . 23 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant .  15 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  15 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant .  15 

1961  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant .  15 

1963- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  8 5 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1964- D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  15 


Half  Dollars 

The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 


lar— and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you. 

/  lowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


1795  Overton-125.  VF-25(PCGS)  A  nice  original  coin 
with  light  golden  gray  high  points  set  against  a 


slightly  deeper  gray  background.  Choice  for  the 
grade,  and  devoid  of  all  but  the  most  trivial 
marks;  in  short,  a  pleasing  coin! . 2,150 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1803  0-101 .  Large  3.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 425 

1806  0-105.  Large  Stars,  Knob  on  6.  EF-45  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  gray-brown  with  iridescent  toning. ...  895 

1806  O-llla.  6/inverted  6.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Late  die 

state . 1,395 

1807  0-102.  VF-30  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  gold  and 

blue . s . 425 

1807  0-105.  VG-10  (ANACS) . 189 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

18120104s.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 365 


1815/2  0-101.  VF-30  (PCGS)  Light  grav  toning  with 
hints  of  rose  iridescence.  A  lovely  specimen,  for 
the  grade,  of  the  lowest  mintage  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar  of  the  era.  A  ran  tv  that  is  always  desirable, 
alwavs  important,  and  always  difficult  to  keep  in 
stock! . 2/350 

1817  0-110.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 375 

1817  0-113.  AU-55 1  AN  ACS)  Light  amber  toning.  595 

1824  0-103.  EF-40 . 145 

1825  MS-61  PL.  Light  golden  toning . 635 

18270-104.  AU-53 . 219 

1827  0-119.  EF-40.  A  nice  original  piece . 145 

1828  0-104.  MS-61  (NGC)  Lustrous  golden  gray  sur¬ 

faces  \icelv  struck  in  all  areas  An  appealing  coin 
for  the  grade . 895 

1828  0-110.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 295 

1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  1,295 


Help! 

Contrary  to  most  businesses,  our 
main  problem  is  buying  coins,  not  sell¬ 
ing  them!  With  this  in  mind,  when 
time  comes  for  you  to  sell  your  choice, 
carefully  gathered  collection  please  re¬ 
member  us.  We  are  always  eager  buy¬ 
ers  outright  for  anything  we  can  use 
for  our  inventory  and  for  our  clients' 
want  lists,  and,  in  addition,  are  always 
seeking  consignments  for  our  parade 
of  auction  sales. 


An  Early  Coin  Dealer 

But  what  unis  his  name? 


Reader  jess  Peters  recently  sent  this 
clipping  that  he  found  in  the  December 
1870  issue  of  Scribner's  Monthly.  It  is 
quoted  herewith: 

In  the  year  of  the  Fremont  campaign 
[which  would  have  been  1856),  an  intelli¬ 
gent  young  Irishman  tried  to  sell  some  old 
cents  which  had  accidentally  come  into  his 
possession,  but  the  coin  dealer  would  not 
pay  what  he  thought  they  were  worth,  and 
he  resolved  to  sell  them  to  the  public  him¬ 
self.  Accordingly,  to  the  consternation  of  his 
friend,  he  at  once  established  himself  as  the 
first  street  coin  vendor  in  New  York,  believ¬ 
ing  that  he  could  at  least  make  enough  to 
buy  a  loaf  of  bread  every  day  and  a  pound 
of  beef  on  Sunday. 

Fortune  favored  the  young  dealer,  for 
the  numismatic  fervor  prevailed  in  1857, 
and  he  surprised  everyone  by  clearing 
$1,500  in  18  months.  Considering  himself 
independently  rich,  he  thereupon  made  a 
trip  to  the  old  country;  but  on  his  return  he 
found  such  an  abatement  in  the  rage  for 
coin  collecting,  that  since  then  he  has  made 
only  a  modest  living  as  a  street  vendor  of 
rare,  curious  and  ancient  currency.  For 
many  years  he  stood  at  the  corner  of  Broad¬ 
way  and  Chambers  streets,  but  last  summer 
he  migrated  and  became  a  Wall  Street 
dealer! 

He  is  a  man  of  moderate  stature,  quiet 
manner,  and  pleasant  countenance,  with 


short  brown  beard  and  mustache,  comfort¬ 
able  attire,  and  a  narrow  green  necktie  em¬ 
broidered  with  white  silk.  1  lis  coins  are  fas¬ 
tened  in  rows  with  copper  tacks  upon  three 
small  boards,  which  are  covered  with  white 
paper,  and  suspended  by  loops  of  twine  to 
the  tips  of  the  iron  railings  near  the  Trea¬ 
sure  Building.  There  are  American  coins  on 
one  of  these  boards,  European  coins  on  the 
second,  and  small  silver  Roman  coins  on 
the  third.  Various  medals  and  tokens  are  in 
a  square,  red,  wooden,  cord-suspended 
box.  This  box  also  contains  a  little  pile  of 
dingy  old  paper  "Continental  money,"  in 
varying  denominations  from  three  pence  to 
$80  (most  of  it  made  in  Pennsylvania)  and 
inscribed  with  the  ominous  warning,  "To 
counterfeit  is  death." 

The  highest  price  this  vendor  ever  re¬ 
ceived  was  for  a  cent  of  1799,  which 
brought  $45  because  of  its  perfectness  and 
rarity.  Some  time  ago  he  sold  an  album  con¬ 
taining  1,800  kinds  of  postage  stamps  for 
$375.  In  fact,  he  drives  a  brisker  trade  of  late 
in  stamps  than  in  coins.  1  le  also  has  for  sale 
a  very  unique  collection  of  "war  enve¬ 
lopes,"  embellished  with  an  infinite  variety 
of  patriotic  designs.  However,  these  sell 
slowly  and  he  says  "Selling  coins  is  just  like 
fishing;  you  never  know  when  you  will 
have  a  bite.  Some  days  I  don't  get  a  dollar, 
and  another  1  take  $50  in  a  single  after¬ 
noon." 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 - 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 .  795 

1834  0-108.  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  gold  with  a  hint  of 
blue  peripheral  toning . 295 

1834  0-111.  MS-61  (NGC).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces 

with  light  champagne  toning . 595 

1835  0-105.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne 

surfaces  with  nice  cartwheel  lustre . 725 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  50/00C.  0-116.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  more  curious  die  blun¬ 
ders  of  the  era . 895 

1838  Reeded  Edge.  EF-45 . 159 

Beautiful  1839-0  Half  Dollar 


1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny,  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  An  extensive  and  interesting  se¬ 
ries  of  die  cracks  connects  most  of  the  stars  and 
date.  This  is  the  first  readily  available  New  Or¬ 
leans  half  dollar.'  Mintmark  on  obverse.  One  of  the 
thousands  of  new  purchases  recently  added  to 
stock!  This  particular  half  dollar  came  in  just  un¬ 
der  the  wire,  a  few  moments  before  the  editorial 
deadline  closed  for  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  ..  2,350 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in¬ 
cludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  many  specialists  in  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  you  to  join  them! 

1839  No  Drapery  50<t 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-60.  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  design,  and  the  only  year  without 
drapery  at  the  elbow  (except  for  "accidental" 
draperyless  issues  made  later  by  resurfacing  dies). 
Always  popular,  quite  scarce,  and  a  fine  addition 

to  a  type  set . 4,950 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF^IO  (ANACS).  Nice  eye  appeal 
with  gold  and  gray  surfaces.  Another  specimen  of 
the  first  major  variety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series, 
the  No  Drapery  format  was  used  for  only  part  of 
this  year . 795 


1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned.  319 


Important  1842  Half  Dollar  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1842  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Me¬ 
dium  silver  gray  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  re¬ 
cently  discovered  (and  exceedingly  rare;  probably 
unique  at  the  time  of  this  writing)  variety  that 
shares  a  Small  Date  obverse  of  1842  with  a  Small 
Letter  reverse  of  pre-1842  vintage.  Incredibly 
enough,  the  reverse  that  appears  here  is  currently 
unknown  in  combination  with  any  other  obverse 
die,  which  adds  immensely  to  the  importance  of 
this  coin.  We  suspect  we  may  receive  many  in¬ 
quiries  regarding  this  currently  unique  half  dol¬ 
lar.  We  just  as  heartily  suspect  the  coin  will  find 
a  new  home  in  the  collection  of  an  appreciative 
Liberty  Seated  coinage  specialist .  49,500 

The  discovery  of  this  important  transitional  piece  was 
announced  in  the  April  6, 1998  issue  of  Coin  World,  as  well  as 
in  the  July  1998  issue  of  The  Gobrechl  /ournal,  the  house  organ 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club. 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date,  Recut  18.  EF- 


45 . 149 

1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1844-0  AU-50 . 219 

1846  Tall  Date.  EF-40 . 99 

1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 


1846  6/Horizontal  6.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  one  of  the  watershed  variet¬ 
ies  in  the  series.  Apparently,  the  first  three 
digits  were  punched  into  the  die  with  a  three- 
number  184  punch,  with  the  final  digit  added 
separately  with  a  single  punch.  The  6  was  po¬ 
sitioned  horizontally,  the  error  was  observed, 
and  the  die  was  corrected.  The  gaffe  is  readily 
visible,  with  the  error  6  beneath  the  correct 
one.  The  present  coin,  among  our  new  pur¬ 
chases,  is  among  the  top  half  dozen  nicest 


we've  ever  handled . 2,195 

1850  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  toning . 


Choice  1853  Arrows  50< 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
centers  highlighted  by  sea  green  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  An  important 
coin  for  a  high-quality  type  set . 4,150 


Early  Half  Dollar 
Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

by  Al  C.  Overton 
edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a  “must- 
have”  book.  Photographs  of  die  varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces  enlarged  two  diameters. 
710  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100.  List  price 
$59.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Animal  Farm 


by  Q.  David  Bourns 


We  give  clues  concerning  creatures 
depicted  on  10  different  United  States 
numismatic  items,  some  rare,  some  not 
so  rare.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get 
six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well. 
Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in 
the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or 
10  correct,  and  we  should  send  you  a  bi¬ 
ography  of  George  Orwell  (if  we  had 
one). 

1.  The  1900-dated  Lafayette  com¬ 
memorative  silver  dollar  depicts  Lafayette 
once,  Washington  twice  (once  on  each 
side),  and  this: 

a.  Eagle. 

b.  Horse. 

c.  Cat. 

d.  Codfish. 

2.  A  popular  variety  of  Hard  Times 
token  of  the  early  Van  Buren  era  has  an  in¬ 
scription,  I  FOLLOW  IN  THE  STEPS  OF 
MY  ILLUSTRIOUS  PREDECESSOR  and 
shows  a: 

a.  Jackass. 

b.  Frog. 

c.  Tyrannosaurus. 

d.  Goat. 

3.  Another  popular  variety  of  1  lard 
Times  token  of  the  1830s  shows  an  iron 
strongbox  or  safe  being  carried  by  a: 

a.  Mule. 

b.  Horse. 

c.  Llama  or  alpaca. 

d.  Diamondback  terrapin. 

4.  The  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  shows  which  spe¬ 
cies: 

a.  Mountain  lions. 

b.  Oxen. 

c.  Birds  of  an  uncertain  species. 

d.  Sheep. 


5.  The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold 
$50  coins,  octagonal  and  round,  each  de¬ 
pict  this: 

a.  Seagull. 

b.  Eagle. 

c.  Painted  turtle. 

d.  Owl. 

6.  The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold 
$50  coins,  octagonal  but  not  round,  depict 
these: 

a.  Dolphins. 

b.  Sea  serpents 

c.  Squirrels. 

d.  Wrens. 

7.  The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold 
$2.50  depicts  yet  another  creature  not  seen 
elsewhere  on  commemorative  coinage, 
the: 

a.  Griffin. 

b.  Norway  rat. 

c.  Hippocampus. 

d.  Bison. 

8.  One  of  these  is  on  the  reverse  of 


the  Franklin  half  dollar: 

a.  Eagle. 

b.  Peregrine  falcon. 

c.  Owl. 

d.  Cottontail  rabbit. 

9.  One  of  these  is  resting  beneath  a 
pine  tree  on  the  1920  Maine  Centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar: 

a.  White-tailed  deer. 

b.  Moose. 

c.  Cow. 

d.  Otter. 

10.  On  certain  varieties  of  the  1783 
Chalmers  silver  shilling  there  appears  a 
scene  of: 

a.  A  frog  on  a  lily  pad  with  a  dragonfly 
nearby. 

b.  Two  turtles  sunning  on  a  log. 

c.  A  shepherd  with  cattle. 

d.  Two  birds  tugging  at  the  same  worm  (or 
snake?). 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk 


1854  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 .  266 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855 
Arrows  coinage  (in  all  denominations)  is  consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage 
figures  of  those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for 


the  attentive  collector  to  ponder! . 1,750 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-58.  Heavy  (and  quite  interest¬ 
ing!)  obverse  cracks . 375 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  285 

1854- 0  VF-30 . 65 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1855-S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) . 895 

1855-S  VG-10.  First  half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  a  well-known  rarity . 835 


Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business 
in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855, 
with  the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859. 

1856-0  WB-104.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Recut  6.  Light  golden 


surfaces . 295 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  Date.  EF-40 . 99 


1857-0:  A  Sharply  Struck  Beauty 


1857-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm,  golden 


satiny  surfaces.  An  impressive  coin  with  great  eye 

appeal.  Rare  so  fine  (and  so  beautiful!) . 3,350 

1858  AU-55 .  235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858  EF-40 . 89 

1858-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  235 

1858-0  AU-50 . 185 

1858-0  EF-40 . 89 

1859  MS-60 . 395 

1859  EF-40 . 139 

1860-0  WB-105.  Recut  Mintmark.  AU-50 . 195 


1860-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  at  this 


grade  level . 1,695 

1861  MS-60 . 375 

1861  AU-55 . 219 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . * . 189 


1864  Proof-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  amber  and 
blue.  Just  purchased  as  we  go  to  press.  A  truly 
splendid  coin;  one  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  find 


at  the  Proof-64  level.  The  attractive  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  suggests  that  its  pedigree,  if  it  could  be 
learned,  would  reveal  that  it  is  from  an  old-time 


collection . 2,150 

1865  AU-50 .  295 


1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  against  mirror 


fields.  Amber  toning . 1,395 

1869  EF-40 . 99 

1872  MS-60.  Brilliant . 465 

1872-S  F.F-45 . 215 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Well  struck  with  attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning . 1,150 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 

surfaces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,150 


Lustrous  1873-CC  Arrows  50c 


1873-CC  Arrows  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning. 
Just  purchased  as  we  go  to  press.  High  grade 
(relatively),  attractive  appearance  (very),  and  his¬ 
torical  appeal  (immense)  combine  to  create  a  re¬ 
ally  nice  coin! . 4,150 


The  Latest  News  from  1862-3 


Your  editor  loves  to  buy  single  issues  and 
rims  of  magazines  and  newspapers  of  the 
1800-1865  era,  the  more  general  in  editorial 
interest,  the  better.  Recently  we  came  upon  a 
cache  of  issues  of  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated 
Newspaper,  published  in  Neui  York  City,  but 
circulated  widely.  Here  are  some  old-time 
news  items  from  the  dates  indicated,  reflective 
of  monetary  conditions  during  the  Civil  War: 

May  24, 1862: 

Treasury  Notes:  Government  bonds 
are  at  a  premium,  even  before  the  Tax 
Bill  is  perfected,  and  the  Assistant  Trea¬ 
surers  of  the  United  States  are  obliged 
to  decline  deposits  of  demand  Treasury 
Notes  at  4%  interest,  because  of  their  re¬ 
dundancy.  It  is  now  proposed  to  issue 
$25,000,000  of  Treasury  Notes  of  small 
denominations,  Is,  2s,  and  3s,  to  replace 
the  trash  of  the  multitudinous  small  and 
"wild-cat"  banks  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try— "A  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished!"  The  western  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  generally  favor  the  proposition. 
They  would  prefer  specie  to  small 
notes,  but  they  say  that  no  such  choice 
is  left  to  them.  It  is  simply  between  gov¬ 
ernment  small  notes  and  those  of  dis¬ 
tant  and  doubtful  banks.  It  is  said  that 
Mr.  Chase  favors  the  plan,  and  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Finance  Committee  is  known  to  do 
so.  Of  one  thing  Congress  may  be  as¬ 
sured,  viz.,  that  the  people  are  in  favor  of 
government  small  notes,  and  that  bro¬ 


kers  and  shavers,  of  all  sorts,  are  not. 

November  22, 1862: 

A  GOLD  dollar  in  this  city  is  worth 
$1.30;  in  Richmond,  VA,  it  is  worth 
$2.50.  The  advance  of  gold  in  the  loyal 
states  is  30%;  in  the  so-called  Confed¬ 
eracy  150%. 

November  22, 1862: 

The  farmers  about  Savannah,  NY, 
are  using  six  cent  papers  of  turnip  seed 
as  a  circulating  medium,  in  the  absence 
of  silver.  They  pass  readily  among  agri¬ 
culturists.  A  dollar  or  two  in  the  me¬ 
dium  would  be  nice  in  the  pocket. 

December  12, 1862: 

An  Albany  coffee-house  keeper, 
having  issued  $4,000  worth  of 
shinplasters,  was  ordered  to  call  them 
in  under  the  threat  of  prosecution.  On 
counting  the  redeemed  he  found  the 
amount  upwards  of  $5,000.  [QDB  note: 
These  were  privately  issued  scrip  notes 
distributed  in  an  era  in  which  coins 
were  scarce  in  circulation.] 

March  28, 1863: 

A  gold  dollar  in  Secessia  now  is 
worth  $4  Confederate  money.  A  great 
trade  is  now  doing  in  Confederate 
[paper]  money  in  New'  York -many 
parties  buying  it  up  at  25  cents  in  the 
dollar. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


A 


Important  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  year  that  half  dollars  with  arrows  were 
struck  at  Carson  City.  A  key  issue  in  all  grades, 


especially  in  Mint  State . 3,850 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (NCC).  Frosty  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  peripheral  toning .  1,395 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1874-S  Arrows.  VF-30  (PCGS) . . . 235 

1877  AU-50 .  169 

1877-S  With  Drapery.  MS-60 . .345 


1878  MS-63  (PCGS)  Light  rainbow,  iridescence  775 
1881  AU-58  (PCC IS).  A  popular  low-mintage  date  (just 
10,000  business  strikes),  one  that  is  typically  seen 
in  Proof  format.  Prooflike  in  appearance,  as  so 
often  seen  in  the  low-mintage  coinage  of  this  era. 
Attractive  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 629 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  begins  with  the  first  year  of  the  issue, 
1892,  and  concludes  with  the  last,  1915.  Along  the 
way  are  some  memorable  rarities  in  high  grades  as 
well  as  very’  affordable  circulated  pieces. 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  satiny  surfaces.  1,350 
1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.... . 399 

Barber  half  dollars  of  1892  are  rarer  in  high  grades  than 
might  be  expected.  Very  few  were  saved  as  souvenirs  of  the 
first  year  of  the  type,  for  America  was  agog  about  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  (which  opened  its  gates  a  year  late  in 
1893)  and  the  widely  publicized  commemorative  half  dollars 
issued  in  connection  therewith. 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  399 

1892-0  AU-58.  An  ever-popular  rarity  in  the  Barber 

series,  the  first  coin  of  this  denomination  struck  at 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  since  the  outbreak  of  the 

Civil  War . 719 

1892-0  AU-55(NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  elusive  issue . 619 

1892-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 475 

1892-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1892-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Check 
the  low’  mintage  on  this  variety! . 695 

1892- S  F-15 . 285 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  1,695 

1893  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1893- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  toning . 750 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  champagne  toning . 635 

1893- 0  EF-40 .  275 

1894- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 1,495 

1894- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 229 

1895- 0  AU-50  PL.  Golden  gray  toning,  somewhat 


mottled  on  the  obverse . 345 

1895-0  EF-45 .  295 


Memorable  Near-Gem  1896-S  50C! 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  an  out¬ 
standing  example  of  this  rare  and  highly  prized 
date  and  mintmark.  A  key  to  the  Barber  half  dol¬ 
lar  series,  this  will  be  a  wonderful  addition  to  any 
superb  collection.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the 
design.  One  of  the  most  important  coins  in  the 


present  listing . 4,895 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 


Dazzling  1897-S  50<  Rarity 


1897-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  sharply  struck  coin 
with  dazzling  mint  lustre.  One  of  the  nicest  1897- 
S  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  at  any  grade 
level . 4,925 


1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  rose  surfaces.  One 
of  the  low'er  mintage  issues  among  Philadelphia 


half  dollars  of  the  Barber  design . 2,395 

1906- D  AU-55  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint . 395 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 1,150 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 715 

1907  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1907- D  AU-58  (NGC)  Brilliant . 395 

1907- D  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 

deeper  gold  peripheral  toning . 325 

1908- D  AU-50  295 

1909  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  shades  of 

gold .  475 

1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1909- S  EF-45 . „ 225 

1911  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 371 
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Get  off  to  a 
great  start. . .  L 
buy  the  book 
it  before 
the  coin! 
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Walter  Breen 's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

1  lore  is  an  absolute  “must”  for  every  numis¬ 
matic  library.  It  describes  each  and  every  Ameri¬ 
can  issue  from  the  earliest  days  onward.  Rarity, 
mintage  figures,  die  characteristics,  unusual 
varities,  and  other  data  are  at  your  fingertips. 
This  is  virtually  a  numismatic  library  all  in  one 
book.  754  pages,  illustrated. 

1  lardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  price 
$125.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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1899  AU-50.  Brilliant . 245 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 350 

1900- S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 219 

1901  AU-58  (NGC) . 389 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1901- S  EF-45.  A  sharp  specimen  of  one  of  the  best¬ 

loved  and  most  desired  dates  within  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series . 645 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 1,450 

1903-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  golden  toning.  Rare  at  all 

Mint  State  levels . 895 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 445 
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1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1912-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 345 

1912-D  AU-50 . 315 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

191 4- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  1,050 

1915- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  very 

frosty  surfaces.  Conservative  at  the  MS-62  grade; 

it  could  easily  be  called  MS-63 .  595 

1915-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 375 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  present  a 
very  nice  selection  of  Liberty  Walking  halves,  one  of 
America's  favorite  numismatic  series,  and  certainly 
one  of  the  most  beautiful. 

For  a  long  time  we  have  specialized  in  buying 
and  selling  high-quality  half  dollars  of  the  1916 
through  1947  era.  As  is  the  case  with  Buffalo  nickels, 
these  are  among  the  most  difficult  20th-century 
American  coins  to  locate  in  a  combination  of  high 
technical  grade  plus  good  eye  appeal.  In  fact,  the  "eye 
appeal"  part  is  the  catch.  As  you  may  know,  certified 
holders  give  only  the  numerical  grade,  but  no  clue  as 
to  the  eye  appeal.  Thus,  we  have  to  do  a  lot  of  search¬ 
ing  to  find  coins  that,  first,  have  a  satisfactory 
numerical  grade,  and-,  second  and  equally  important, 
nice  eye  appeal.  Moreover,  the  price  has  to  be  right, 
so  we  can  offer  coins  that  are  a  good  value  to  our  cli¬ 
ents  (who  are  among  the  most  knowledgeable  buyers 
in  the  hobby). 

Designed  by  well-known  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  the  Liberty  Walking  motif  made  its  debut 
in  1916,  to  excellent  reviews  by  the  public  and  by 
numismatists.  From  that  time  onward  coinage  was 
fairly  continuous  through  1921,  and  then  intermittent 
through  1934,  then  continuous  again  from  1934 
through  the  last  year,  1947.  A  popular  way  to  collect 
these  is  by  forming  a  "short  set,"  either  beginning 
with  1940  or  1941  and  continuing  onward,  or  begin¬ 
ning  with  1934.  Either  way,  all  pieces  are  quite 
affordable  in  nice  grades  such  as  MS-63  and  MS-64, 
although  at  the  MS-65  level  some  of  the  issues  of  the 
1930s  become  a  bit  difficult  to  find. 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasur¬ 
able  pursuit.  The  best  way  to  "get  in¬ 
volved"  is  to  buy  some  useful  and  in¬ 
teresting  books  on  the  subject  — not 
price  guides  or  market  reports,  but 
books  that  tell  you  about  coins,  how 
they  were  made  and  how  they  were 
used. 

Our  Books  for  Sale  section  in  this 
issue  offers  many  interesting  and 
worthwhile  titles,  all  priced  at  a  dis¬ 
count! 


We  invite  you  to  look  through  our  listing  care¬ 
fully  and  either  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  the  one 
that  you  have— secure  in  the  knowledge  that  you  will 
like  the  coins  we  send.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it. 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  issue.  Obverse  mintmark . 795 


Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


i 
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1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  1916-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 


stock . 4,950 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  bril¬ 
liant,  but  with  splashes  of  deep  gold  on  both 

sides . 169 

1917  MS-60.  Brilliant . 115 

191 7-D  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  VF-20 . 89 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  1,250 


Desirable  Mint  State  1917-S  50C 
Obverse  Mintmark 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this,  one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 2,950 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS).  A 
key  issue  in  the  series,  usually  among  the  last  few 
varieties  to  be  acquired.  Especially  scarce  at  this 


grade  level . 1,450 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 


1919-S  AU-53  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Quite  a  bit  of  press 
has  been  given  to  the  1919-S  over  the  years,  de¬ 


-  TO  ORDER  - 

CALL  TOLL-FREE:  1-800-222-5993 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 

E-mail:  dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 


servedly  so,  for  it  is  one  of  the  hardest-to-find 


varieties  of  its  era . 1,750 

1919-S  EF-40 .  - 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  685 


Lustrous  1921-D  Rarity 


1921-D  AU-50.  Nice  surfaces  with  traces  of  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  Attractive  overall  appearance.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  lowest  mintage  variety  in  the 
entire  Liberty  Walking  series.  A  find  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 2,750 


Important  Key-Date  1921-S  50<t 


1921-S  VF-35  (NGC).  A  nice  original  piece  with  lively 
rose  iridescence  on  golden  gray  surfaces.  An  im¬ 
portant  key  date  in  all  grades,  particularly  in  VF 

or  finer . .  2,800 

Three  of  the  most  important  dates  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series  all  bear  the  date  1921,  these  being,  of 
course,  the  1921, 1921-D,  and  1921-S  issues.  The  1921-S  issue 
has  the  largest  mintage  of  these  three  dates,  and  is  valued 
accordingly  in  grades  of  Good  to  Very  Fine.  In  VF,  the  date 
becomes  more  valuable  in  relationship  to  the  other  two  1921- 
dated  issues,  and  at  "just"  the  EF-40  level,  the  1921-S  half 
dollar  becomes  the  undisputed  king  of  the  entire  series.  A 
splendid  VF  example,  such  as  that  offered  here,  affords  the 
"best  of  both  worlds"  to  the  potential  buyer.  The  quality'  is 
outstanding,  yet  the  price  is  affordable,  particularly  when 
compared  to  pieces  at  higher  levels  than  that  offered  here. 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  pale 
champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  A  lovely  coin  for 
the  grade,  one  that  seriously  challenges  the  quality 
of  coins  graded  MS-63;  in  short,  a  winner.  ..  1,695 


1929-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 735 

1929-S  AU-50 . 189 


1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence.  425 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 
surfaces . 95 
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1934  AU-55.  Brilliant . 35 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 420 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  50c 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  near  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck  with  virtually  complete  hand  and 
head  details  on  the  obverse.  Elusive  so  fine.  3,250 
1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 
among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 1,375 


United 


1934-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 675 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  deep 

golden  toning  circling  Miss  Liberty . 675 

1934- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 295 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1935  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC )  1  ustrous  with  some  golden 

toning.  Very  attractive . 1,650 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 745 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  50< 


193b  Proof-65  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re- 


States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 

verse.  A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo 


contrast  present . 3,695 

1936  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 575 

Second  year  of  Proof  production  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series.  Mintage:  5,728. 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-63  (NCQ.  Brilliant . 53 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 448 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . *. . 435 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at 

the  gem  level . 975 

A  key  issue  of  the  era.  the  lowest  mintage  business 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491,600  were  struck. 

1938-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1938-1)  U  55  Brilliant  . 249 

1938-D  AL-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1938-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 239 

1939  MS-67  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 635 


•  Did  you  hear  about  the  Buddhist  who 
refused  his  dentist's  novocain  during  root 
canal  work?  He  wanted  to  transcend  dental 
medication. 

•  A  mushroom  walks  into  a  bar,  sits 
down  and  orders  a  drink.  The  bartender 
says  "We  don't  serve  mushrooms  here." 
The  mushroom  says,  "Why  not?  I'm  a  fun 

if/ 

guy! 

•  When  she  told  me  I  was  average,  she 
was  just  being  mean. 

•  A  neutron  goes  into  a  bar  and  asks  the 
bartender,  "1  low  much  for  a  beer?"  The  bar¬ 
tender  replies,  "For  you,  no  charge." 

•  Two  Eskimos  sitting  in  a  kayak  were 
chilly,  but  when  they  lit  a  fire  in  the  craft,  it 
sank,  proving  once  and  for  all  that  you 
can't  have  your  kayak  and  heat  it,  too. 

•  A  doctor  made  it  his  regular  habit  to 
stop  off  at  a  bar  for  a  hazelnut  daiquiri  on 
his  way  home.  The  bartender  knew  of  his 
habit,  and  would  always  have  the  drink 
waiting  at  precisely  5:03  P.M.  One  after¬ 
noon,  as  the  end  of  the  work  day  ap¬ 
proached,  the  bartender  was  dismayed  to 
find  that  he  was  out  of  hazelnut  extract. 
Thinking  quickly,  he  threw  together  a  dai¬ 
quiri  made  with  hickory  nuts  and  set  it  on 


F  tinny  (?)  Funnies 

the  bar.  The  doctor  came  in  at  his  regular  time, 
took  one  sip  of  the  drink  and  exclaimed,  "This 
isn't  a  hazelnut  daiquiri!"  "No,  I'm  sorry,"  re¬ 
plied  the  bartender,  "it's  a  hickory  daiquiri, 
doc." 

•  A  three-legged  dog  walks  into  a  saloon  in 
the  Old  West.  He  sidles  up  to  the  bar  and  an¬ 
nounces:  "I'm  looking  for  the  man  who  shot 
my  paw." 

•  A  group  of  chess  enthusiasts  checked 
into  a  hotel  and  were  standing  in  the  lobby 
discussing  their  recent  tournament  victories. 
After  about  an  hour,  the  manager  came  out  of 
the  office  and  asked  them  to  disperse.  "But 
why?,"  they  asked,  as  they  moved  off.  "Be¬ 
cause,"  he  said,  "I  can't  stand  chess  nuts  boast¬ 
ing  in  an  open  foyer." 

•  A  guy  goes  to  a  psychiatrist.  "Doc,  1  keep 
having  these  alternating  recurring  dreams. 
First  I'm  a  teepee;  then  I'm  a  wigwam;  then 
I'm  a  teepee;  then  I'm  a  wigwam.  It's  driving 
me  crazy.  What's  wrong  with  me?"  The  doctor 
replies:  "It's  very  simple.  You're  two  tents." 

•  A  hungry  lion  was  roaming  through  the 
jungle  looking  for  something  to  eat.  He  came 
across  two  men.  One  was  sitting  under  a  tree 
and  reading  a  book;  the  other  was  typing  away 
on  his  typewriter.  The  lion  quickly  pounced  on 


the  man  reading  the  book  and  devoured 
him.  Even  the  king  of  the  jungle  knows  that 
readers  digest  and  writers  cramp. 

•  A  woman  has  tw  ins,  and  gives  them 
up  for  adoption.  One  of  them  goes  to  a 
family  in  Egvpt  and  is  named "  Amal.''  The 
other  goes  to  a  family  in  Spain;  thev  name 
him  "Juan."  Years  later,  Juan  sends  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  himself  to  his  mom.  Upon  receiving 
the  picture,  she  tells  her  husband  that  she 
wishes  she  also  had  a  picture  of  Amal.  Her 
husband  responds,  "But  thev  are  twins...  if 
you've  seen  Juan,  you've  seen  Amal." 

•  Two  boll  weevils  grew  up  in  South 
Carolina.  One  went  to  Hollywood  and  be¬ 
came  a  famous  actor.  The  other  stayed  be¬ 
hind  in  the  cotton  fields  and  never 
amounted  to  much.  The  second  one,  natu¬ 
rally,  became  known  as  the  lesser  of  two 
weevils. 

•  There  was  a  man  who  entered  a  local 
paper's  pun  contest.  He  sent  in  10  different 
puns,  in  the  hope  that  at  least  one  of  the 
puns  would  w'in.  Unfortunately,  no  pun  in 
10  did. 

Thanks  to  our  Internet  watchers,  Beth 
Eastman,  Kathy  Fuller,  and  Chris  Karstedt, 
who  send  us  such  things! 
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Notes  on  Engraver  A.A.  Weinman 


We  recently  received  this  letter  from  client 
JejfF.. 

"I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how 
much  I  appreciate  all  that  you  do  for  me, 
an  individual  collector.  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  is  my  first  (and  only)  choice  for  collect¬ 
ing  coins.  Presently  I  am  concentrating  on 
Liberty  Walking  halves  (I  have  16  — all 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  — 
hopefully  many  more  in  the  future),  and 
have  received  nothing  but  top  notch  ser¬ 
vice— especially  from  Gail  and  Janet.  I've 
been  meaning  to  send  this  for  some  time. 
They  are  both  very  courteous  and  helpful. 

"Also,  I'd  like  to  thank  Mark  Borck- 
ardt  for  the  personal  response  he  gave  con¬ 
cerning  my  question  about  MS-64  PCGS 
Liberty  Walking  halves.  The  information 
has  been  very  helpful. 

"Thanks  also  for  the  1854  pattern  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  cent.  It  is  very  nice. 

"Do  you  know  of  any  material  avail¬ 
able  on  engraver  A.A.  Weinman?  I  got  two 
articles  from  the  ANA  Library,  one  by 
Sydney  P.  Noe  (1921)  and  another  is  a  short 
biography  from  a  reference  book.  Any  in¬ 
formation  would  be  appreciated." 

Editor's  notes:  Just  as  an  introduction 
for  those  who  read  your  letter  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  I  mention  that  Weinman,  a 
well-known  sculptor,  exhibited  widely,  in¬ 
cluding  at  the  Panama  Pacific  International 
Exposition  in  San  Francisco  in  1915.  Coin¬ 
wise  he  is  remembered  as  the  designer  of 
the  1916  "Mercury"  dime  and  the  1916  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollar. 

Here  are  some  comments  that  may  be 
of  interest,  to  go  with  what  you  already 
have: 

ITEM: 

On  October  27, 1998,  David  L.  Ganz, 
in  Numismatic  News,  wrote  about  corre¬ 
spondence  and  papers  of  one-time  chief 
engraver  Charles  Edward  Barber.  Pre¬ 


served  by  the  Smithsonian  is  this, 
among  other  things: 

One  of  the  last  items,  written  less 
than  six  months  before  his  sudden 
death  at  age  77  on  February  18, 1917,  is 
correspondence  received  from  Adolph 
Alexander  Weinman,  the  New  York  City 
sculptor  who  was  then  working  on  the 
Winged  Head  Liberty  (Mercury)  dime 
design.  Dated  July  18,  1916,  the  hand- 
scrawled  letter  advises  how  Weinman's 
production  technique  was  coming  along, 
and  that  he  felt  it  important  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  chief  engraver: 

"I  am  sending  you  today  by  parcel 
post  the  bronze  cast  of  the  reverse  of  the 
dime.  I  have  strengthened  the  lettering 
and  have  straightened  the  lettering  and 
have  slightly  simplified  the  foliage  of  the 
olive  branch.  The  obverse  for  the  dime  is 
now  cast  in  bronze  and  should  be  in 
your  hands  within  a  few  days,  if  the 
bronze  cast  turns  out  satisfactory.  1  have 
also  made  the  lettering  stronger  on  this 
model." 

The  obvious  fascination  with  this  is 
that  patterns  of  1916  coinage  are  some¬ 
what  controversial.  Judd's  7th  edition  (ed¬ 
ited  by  Abe  Kosoff,  1982)  merely  observes 
that  "Die  varieties  exist"  (p.  219),  while 
Pollock's  United  States  Patterns  and  Related 
Issues  (1994)  claims  that  "the  authenticity 
of  the  pattern  1916  Mercury  dimes  is  not 
officially  acknowledged"  (p.  383).  This  is 
some  strong  evidence  of  multiple  types 
having  actually  been  created  by  the  de¬ 
signer.  Further  from  Weinman: 

"The  obverse  for  the  half  dollar  is 
now  being  reduced,  after  1  had  made  cer¬ 
tain  modifications  with  [Mint  Director] 
Mr.  [Robert]  Wooley's  consent,  and  I  am 
now  busy  with  the  reverse.  I  am  much 
troubled  about  the  polished  background 
of  the  two  coins  I  have  here.  The  reflec¬ 


tion  from  the  polished  surface  is  so  in¬ 
tense  that  it  became  difficult  to  get  an  im¬ 
pression  of  the  design  at  all.  Mr.  Wooley 
agrees  with  me  that  the  background  of 
these  coins  should  not  be  polished  and  I 
would  greatly  appreciate  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  you  in  the  matter." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  further 
analysis  of  the  Barber  papers  will  lead  to 
a  new  view  of  this  artist,  whose  history 
at  the  Mint  is  presently  the  subject  only 
of  short  articles  that  lack  the  substantial 
depth  that  personal  papers  can  supply. 
One  example:  for  an  1869  Yale  College 
medal,  Barber's  journal  recalls  that  he 
received  a  paltry  $15  fee.  This  was  no 
doubt  the  second  reverse  of  the  Senior 
Mathematical  prize  medal  (Julian  SC-72), 
even  though  Julian  lists  William  Barber 
as  the  artist.  The  modest  bit  of  engraving 
cost  Yale  slightly  more  than  the  original 
reverse  did  in  1856,  when  they  paid  $25 
for  a  pair  of  dies  executed  at  Waterbury, 

CT.  Summing  up  Barber  the  artist, 
Cornelius  Vermeule  simply  said,  "Barber 
was  a  consummate  craftsman  as  well  as 
a  gifted  portraitist." 

ITEM: 

In  August  1946,  Weinman's  address 
was  234  Greenway  South,  Forest  Hills, 
Long  Island,  New  York,  according  to  a  list 
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the  Mint  kept  on  hand  of  engravers 
thought  to  be  qualified  to  make  models  for 
commemorative  coins,  should  any  new 
designs  be  wanted. 

CLIPPINGS: 

•  1905:  Created  the  inaugural  medal 
for  President  Theodore  Roosevelt;  one  of 
two  varieties  issued  for  the  event. 

•  1910,  January  17:  Named  member 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 
Lived  in  New  York  City,  NY. 

•  1915:  American  Journal  of  Numismat¬ 
ics,  1915,  pages  21 1-212: 

"ADOLPH  ALEXANDER  WEIN¬ 
MAN,  designer  of  the  new  half  dollar 
and  dime,  has  kindly  furnished  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  as  to  his  course  of 
study  and  the  work  he  has  so  far  accom¬ 
plished: 

"After  a  five  years  apprenticeship 
with  Kaldenberg  in  carving  in  wood  and 
ivory,  during  which  period  I  studied 
drawing  in  Cooper  Union,  I  entered  the 
studio  of  Philip  Martiny,  and  under  him 
and  at  the  Art  Students'  League  1  contin¬ 
ued  my  studies  for  several  years.  Later  I 
worked  as  assistant  under  Olin  Warner, 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  Charles  H. 
Niehaus,  and  Daniel  C.  French.  The  St. 
Louis  Exposition  offered  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  individual  work  in  a  commis¬ 
sion  for  a  large  group  'The  Destiny  of  the 
Red  Man.'  Shortly  thereafter  I  won  in 


competition  the  commission  for  the 
monument  to  General  Alexander 
Macomb,  for  Detroit,  and  following  it, 
the  Maryland  Union  Soldiers'  and  Sail¬ 
ors'  Monument  for  Baltimore.  Among 
my  most  important  other  works  are  the 
Lincoln  statue  at  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  the 
Lincoln  statue  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  decora¬ 
tive  sculpture  and  statue  of  Alexander 
Cassatt,  PA  Railroad  Terminal,  N.Y. 
Sculpture  in  facade  and  surmounting 
tower  of  Municipal  building,  N.Y.  Panels 
in  facade  of  library  of  J.  Pierpont  Mor¬ 
gan,  Esq.  Monument  to  Lieut.  Col  Will¬ 
iam  F.  Vilas,  National  Military  Park, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  Pediment  sculpture  in 
facade,  Madison  Square  Presbyterian 
Church,  N.Y.  Pediment  sculpture  in 
facade  of  Senate  wing  of  Wisconsin  State 
Capitol,  at  Madison.  Sphinxes  flanking 
entrance  to  Scottish  Rite  Temple,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  and  fountains  of  'The  Ris¬ 
ing  Sun'  and  'The  Setting  Sun,'  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition,  San 
Francisco.  Designed  the  Gold  Medal  of 
Honor,  American  Institute  of  Architects, 
the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters, 
Medal  of  Awards,  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  and  the  United  States  Medal 
for  Life  Saving  on  Railroads.  Received 
Silver  Medal,  Louisiana  Purchase  Expo¬ 
sition;  Silver  Medal,  Brussells  Interna¬ 
tional  Exposition,  1910;  Gold  Medal  of 
Honor  of  Honor  for  Sculpture,  Architec¬ 


tural  League  of  New  York,  1913.  Member 
International  Jury  of  Awards,  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition,  1915. 
Hold  office  of  First  Vice-President,  Archi¬ 
tectural  League;  Second  Vice-President, 
National  Sculpture  Society;  Chairman  of 
Sch(X)I  Committee,  National  Academy  of 
Design;  member  of  National  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Letters." 

•  1916: 1  lis  designs  for  the  "Mercury" 
dime  and  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
were  first  struck. 

•  1917,  January  4:  At  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
sculptors  1  lermon  A.  MacNeil  and  Adolph 
A.  Weinman  discussed  their  creation  of 
new'  1916  silver  coin  designs.  The  Society 
had  encouraged  their  efforts. 

•  1936:  His  son,  Howard  Kenneth 
Weinman,  designed  the  Long  Island  Ter¬ 
centenary  half  dollar. 

•  1986  to  date:  Weinman's  Liberty 
Walking  motif  used  on  the  obverse  of 
American  silver  eagle  bullion  coins,  as  ap¬ 
parently  nothing  finer  could  be  created;  or, 
perhaps  this  was  a  reflection  of  tradition. 

Jeff,  I  can  send  more  if  you  wish.  If 
you  really  want  to  get  involved  with  Wein¬ 
man,  I  suggest  that  vou  go  to  an  art  library, 
as  he  was  better  chronicled  as  a  famous 
sculptor  than  he  was  in  numismatic  circles 
as  a  coin  designer.  Doubtless,  w  ith  a  month 
or  two  of  digging,  you  would  have  enough 
information  to  write  a  book  about  him! 


Another  Early  Collector  " Discovered " 


Very  little  has  been  recorded,  at 
least  not  in  a  single  place,  about  numis¬ 
matists  who  were  active  in  the  United 
States  prior  to  the  1850s.  In  your 
editor's  recent  book,  American  Numis¬ 
matics  Before  the  Civil  War,  1760-1860, 
several  dozen  coin  enthusiasts  were 
described  from  information  gathered 
from  a  wide  variety  of  sources. 

Ever  on  the  lookout  for  new'  names, 
w'e  recently  encountered  the  following 
in  The  Diary  of  Isaac  Mickle  1837-1845,  in 
tw'o  volumes,  edited  by  Philip  English 
Mackey,  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Press,  1977  (having  encountered  a  used 


set  for  just  S25  at  Northwood  Books,  in  the 
New  I  lampshire  town  of  the  same  name, 
during  a  recent  bibliophilic  sortie). 
Mickle's  life  dates  were  1822-1855. 1  le  was 
a  lad  of  16  when  he  wrote  the  following  on 
October  18, 1838: 

Phis  morning  I  got  up  (as  all  good  citi¬ 
zens  should)  and,  after  breakfast,  went  to 
Philadelphia  on  business  which  it  not  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  reader  to  know.  Upon  my 
return  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Cooper,  a  lover  of 
antiquities,  called  to  show  me  his  Cabinet 
of  Curious  Coins,  which,  by  the  by,  is 
large  and  interesting.  He  undertook  to 
translate  some  of  the  inscriptions,  but  be¬ 


tween  his  stammering  and  his  igno¬ 
rance,  I  was  reminded  of  the  fable  of 
the  blind  leading  the  halt.. . . 

Cooper  was  from  Newton  Town¬ 
ship,  New  Jersey,  not  far  from  Camden, 
and  was  described  as  a  "gentleman 
farmer." 

It  seems  that  Cooper  was  also  a 
"gentleman  collector"  as  well.  That  is,  if 
young  Mickle  though  him  ignorant  of 
numismatics,  perhaps  Cooper  bought 
coins  for  the  showing  rather  than  the 
studying.  Apparently  the  Cabinet  of 
Curious  Coins  wras  portable  enough  for 
Cooper  to  bring  it  to  Mickle's  home. 
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1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 139 

1939  AU-58.  Brilliant . 35 

1939-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1939- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1940- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1940-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Typical  central  strik¬ 
ing  weakness  for  the  date . 45 

1940- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Weak  at  the  centers.  45 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 459 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1941  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 1,475 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other  of 
which  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
Frank  Van  Valen,  and  Ray  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are 
very  "fussy,"  often  bypassing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that 
pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high- 
quality  collection  of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our 


selection  carefully. 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-64  (Hallmark) . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1942-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  AU-58.  Light  amber  toning . 25 

1942-D  AU-55.  Brilliant'. . 24 


1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 

fine! . 2,150 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 


fine! . 2,150 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 


1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 27 

1943  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1943-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 

1943-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 695 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943- S  AU-50 . 19 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 36 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1944  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1944- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 199 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-64  Brilliant . 67 

1944-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1944-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 625 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1944-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1944-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 25 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1945-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  42 

1945- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 4V 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 149 

1946  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 105 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 4V 

1946-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 34 

1946-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1 39 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1947  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1947- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 


great  start . . . 
buy  the  book 
j||  before 
the  coin! 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 

Franklin 
Half  Dollars 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 

by  Rick  Tomaska 

This  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the  Franklin 
half  dollar  series.  Includes  date-by-date  analysis 
in  both  Mint  State  and  Proof  condition,  plus 
grading  information,  rarity  estimates,  and  more. 
240  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTO-100.  List  price 
$19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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1947-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1947-1)  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1947-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 
have  been  buying!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a 
very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  Those  offered  in  our  last  issue 
were  mostly  SOLD  OUT!  And,  we  expect  that  these 


will  go  quickly,  too! 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  185 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  185 

1948  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 35 

1948-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  toning . 125 

1949  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 79 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 295 

1949-D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . . 115 

1949-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 175 

1949- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1950  MS-61  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1950-D  MS-64  (ANACS).Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1951  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1951  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1951  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1951 - D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1951-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1 951  -S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 109 

1951- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1 951  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS) . 205 

1952  MS-65  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 85 

1952  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1952- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1952-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 37 

1952-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1952-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1952-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1952-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 65 

1952-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1953  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 73 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 235 

1953  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 235 

1953  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 


1953  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1953-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  45 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 


1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1954  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 17 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954  I )  MS-04  Brilliant  .  28 

1954-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1954-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 58 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 58 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant .  22 

1954-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . • . 15 
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Here  is  how  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  lik¬ 
ing)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each 
coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked 
for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like 
best:  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

United  States  gold  coins,  In¬ 
dian  cents,  commemorative  half 
dollars.  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lars — you  name  it.  You  let  us  know 
the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want 
only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or 
"raw"  coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will 
comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and 
pick  only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have 
for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  will  person¬ 
ally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping  track 
of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP  mem¬ 
bers  agree  that  personal  service,  quality  of  coins 
acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  at¬ 
tributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will 
receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will 
grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  your 
coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and 
display  them. 

And,  here's  an  additional  attraction  for 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  members:  Each 
coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount 
from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that's  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality 
coins  and  personal  service  and  attention, 
you'll  receive  our  periodical  publications,  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  free 
of  charge. 


Dave  Bowers  says: 

You'll  really  enjoy  belonging  to  our 

Collection 
Portfolio 
Program! 

and  here  is  your  invitation  to  join!" 

'SD 


Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  or  Janet  at  1-800-222- 
5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  them  know 
your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you 
would  like  to  spend  each  month  (minimum: 
$  1 00),  and  the  grades  you  would  like.  Your 
first  shipment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in 
your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to 
change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly 
payment,  or  the  series  you  collect.  If  you  are  like 
most  of  our  clients,  you'll  be  a  "happy  camper" 
for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a 
member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
you'll  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to 
having  you  with  us. 


No  continuing  obligation,  just  the  opportunity 
to  build  a  really  beautiful  collection 
by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 


A  note  from  Dave: 


"Our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  has  been  in  effect 
for  many  years.  Through  this 
convenient  service  thousands 
of  collectors  worldwide  have 
built  truly  beautiful  collections 
in  the  specialty  of  their 
choice — never 
paying  more 
than  our  regular 
price,  and  often 
less.  These  col¬ 
lections  have 
ranged  from  modest 

holdings  valued  at  a  few  thousand  dollars,  to  the  beautiful  Columbia 
Collection  of  gold  coins  that  was  auctioned  by  us  last  year  for  a 
seven-figure  price.  After  spending  years  acquiring  coins  from  us,  the 
owner  of  the  Columbia  Collection  consigned  it  to  us  for  sale  (and 
made  a  very  nice  profit,  by  the  way,  although  we  never  make  a  rep¬ 
resentation  in  this  regard). 

"For  you  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  beckons.  Read  all  about 
it  on  this  page." 


Q.  David  Bowers 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


A 


1955  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with 
beautiful  amber  and  blue  peripheral  toning.  275 

1955  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  65 

1956  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1956  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1957  Proof-65.  Brilliant .  it 

1957  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . c>5 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1957  MS-60.  Brilliant . 12 

1957-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1957- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1958  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 18 

1958  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1958  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1958-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant .  14 

1959 Proof-65  Brilliant .  14 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 245 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 


1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

pinll  PrOOf-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1960  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-64 1  B1  (P<  GS).  Brilliant .  55 

I960  MS  64  Brilliant . 23 

1960  MS  64 1  \NA(  S).  Brilliant  . 23 

I960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960- D  MS-65  (N<  X  i  Brilliant 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1960-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  w  his¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 35 

1960-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  D MS-63 (  w  u  S)  Brilliant  ...  14 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1961  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1961  MS-65(NG( )  Brilliant . 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 29 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

196 1- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 425 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 


1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-04  FBI.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-64  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ! . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 85 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

k  I )  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63  Brilliant . 14 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years  we  have 
helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections  ever  as¬ 
sembled.  The  present  listing  includes  a  wide  selection 
ranging  from  Liberty  Seated  to  Morgan  and  Peace 
types,  something  for  even.’  interest,  for  every  want 
list,  for  even-  budget.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  de¬ 
lighted  with  our  quality  and  value! 

And,  a  bit  further  down  the  silver  dollar  line, 
check  out  our  "Morgan  Dollar  Festival"! 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1798  Bowers  Borckardt-115.  Rarity-5.  Large  Eagle. 
VF-20  (PCGS)  Grav-toned  surfaces  with  some 
hints  of  gold  and  heather . 1,295 


Delightful  1799  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1799  BB-164.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  A  lovely  coin  with 
strong  lustre  and  equally  strong  design  details. 
Attractive  gold,  rose,  and  pale  violet  iridescence 
adds  immeasurably  to  the  overall  appeal.  This, 
friends,  is  a  Draped  Bust  dollar  that  would  do 
justice  to  any  numismatic  cabinet . 3,850 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

All  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  scarce,  and 
many  of  them  are  rare.  And  yet,  prices  for  most  are 
quite  reasonable.  Our  selection  includes  interesting 
opportunities  for  you. 


gn 

buy  the  book 
before 
e  coin! 


America  s 
Silver  Dollars 

edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors,  histori¬ 
ans,  researchers,  and  others  from  seminars  of  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  conducted 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  October 
30, 1993.  127  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-21 1.  List 
price  $23.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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Jk - 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  795 

1842  EF-45  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 395 

1846  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  gray  surfaces  show 

decent  lustre  and  a  minimum  of  marks . 695 

1846  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  A 
nice  coin  for  the  grade . 369 

Pleasing  1846-0  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 


Memorable  Business  Strike  1863  $1 


1846-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 2,595 

1847  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  with  lilac  high¬ 
lights.  A  lustrous  coin  with  plenty  of  overall  ap¬ 
peal . 695 

1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  issue . 1,095 

1853  AU-58.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 1,695 

1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces 
with  hints  of  gunmetal-blue,  rose,  and  golden 
toning . 1,050 

Choice  Proof  1860  Dollar 


- 


Carson  City  Mint- We  probably  have  a  dozen  different  views  of  the  mint  in  Carson 
City,  NV,  but  we  share  this  one  which  we  haven't  seen  before.  It  is  somewhat  of  a  rar¬ 
ity”  as  there  seem  to  be  so  many  shrubs  and  trees  — not  exactly  common  in  that  area. 
The  view  probably  dates  from  the  1930s.  It  must  have  been  mailed  by  an  impresario 
or  some  type  of  a  radio  show  personality,  as  the  reverse  states  simply:  \\  e  are  going 
to  broadcast  from  this  building-on  the  31st,  1  to  1:30  PM,  Pacific  Coast  time,  will  be 
on  45  stations,  watch  the  paper  that  day.  Later  in  the  day  there  will  be  a  broadcast  3:15- 
3:30  Mutual  Broadcasting  Co,  157  stations.” 


Splendid  Proof  1872  Dollar 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and 
even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 


sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 5,795 

1864  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1866  AU-58  (ANACS).  First  year  with  the  motto  IN 

GOD  WE  TRUST . 1,450 

1866  AU-50.  Brilliant . 995 

1866  AU-50  (PCGS) . 995 

1868  AU-55  (PCGS).  Faint  brown  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces . 1,275 

1870  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  iridescent  col¬ 
ors . 695 

1871  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 


1860  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 

early  Proof  issue.  Scarce  so  fine . 3,250 

1860  AU-55  (PCGS) . 725 

1860-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
available  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  Mint  State,  thus 
a  candidate  for  a  type  set . 1,650 


1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Delicate  champagne 
toning  over  deep  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  with  superb  eye  appeal . 5,795 


1873  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  amber  toning  with  a 
touch  of  bright  blue  at  the  rims . 2,095 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  over  25  dedicated  professionals  are 
on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  finest  value,  quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  coin  hobby  today.  Join  our 
"family”  of  happy  customers! 
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Welcome  to  our 
Morgan  Dollar  Festival! 

We're  calling  this  offering  the  "Morgan  Dollar 
Festival"  because  we  are  so  excited!  Recently,  Mark 
Borckardt  and  Ray  Merena  returned  from  a  super¬ 
successful  buying  trip.  Our  name  always  acts  like  a 
magnet  for  collectors  who  have  choice  coins  for  sale, 
and  our  instant  payment  in  full  is  popular,  too.  Also, 
if  the  quality  is  there,  we'll  pay  the  price,  for  quality 
can  be  just  as  important  as  numerical  grade.  Thus,  we 
might  inspect  10, IKK)  Morgan  dollars  to  find  1,000  that 
make  the  grade  for  our  stock. 

Morgan  dollar  prices  have  been  ratcheting  up¬ 
ward,  and  while  we  will  not  predict  the  future,  we 
can  say  that  it  has  been  harder  for  us  to  buy  quality 
coins  than  at  anytime  in  the  past  decade. 

Be  a  part  of  our  Morgan  Dollar  Festival!  Look  the 
following  listing  over  carefully,  then  call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department  (Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue). 
Before  you  know  it,  some  of  the  most  beautiful  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  you've  ever  seen  will  be  arriving  in  your 
mailbox! 

For  some  issues  one  listing  may  represent  dozens 
of  specimens  in  our  stock,  while  for  others  a  coin  may 
be  one-of-a-kind.  Thus,  our  best  advice  is  to  order  as 
early  as  you  can. 

Morgan  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  widely  col¬ 
lected  of  all  American  series.  In  fact,  among  older 
series  they  are  the  most  popular!  And,  why  not?  A 
basic  set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer 
than  100  coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  Mint 
State  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin, 
some  for  a  lot  less. 

As  a  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  you  can  get 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money  "  in  this  series.  A  complete 
collection  of  one  of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan 
dollars  is  almost  completely  obtainable,  the  "stopper" 
being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint.  If  you  modify  your 


goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually 
struck  for  circulation,  you  can  put  together  an  abso¬ 
lutely  complete  set.  A  popular  way  to  go  is  to 
purchase  as  many  as  possible  in  Mint  State,  and  then 
handle  the  scarce  and  rare  issues  one  at  a  time— such 
as  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0.  These  latter  pieces 
can  lx*  obtained  in  worn  grades  for  reasonable  prices, 
or  in  higher  grades  as  finances  permit. 

Again,  our  Morgan  Dollar  Festival  beckons! 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 


1878  Doubled  I  ailfeathers  (7/8  I  F).  MS-65.  Brilliant 

Ever  popular  "changeover"  variety . 2,950 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 395 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 165 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (  as  normally 

seen).  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Brilliant . 85 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 85 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 69 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,325 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 


1878-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 160 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Rei’iew  offering.  You'll 
love  our  quality,  and  our  prices  are  very  reason¬ 
able . 75 

1878-S  VAM-2.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1879  MS-66  (I(  G)  Brilliant  . 1,095 

1879  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 115 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


Key  1879-CC  Dollar 


1879-CC  Clear  or  perfect  CC.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

A  very  choice,  very  desirable  specimen . 3,850 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS63  (NGC).  Brilliant..  395 
1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  prooflike  reverse . 215 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  155 

1879-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1879-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  You 
have  first  chance  at  all  of  the  wonderful  buys  from 

a  recent  cross-countrv  (almost)  trip! . 135 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1879-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1879-S  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1879- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 985 

1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1880  AU-50 . 19 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We 

only  have  one  of  these  in  stock  as  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press . 339 

1880-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 915 

1880-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1880-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Although  no  one 
keeps  track,  we  may  be  the  largest  buyer  in  all  of 
numismatics  for  choice  Morgan  silver  dollars.  It 
seems  that  we  spend  a  small  fortune  on  them  each 
year.  However,  every  time  we  buy  1,000  pieces  we 
also  sell  1,000,  so  our  stock  is  ever-changing,  but 
never  accumulates.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  you  can  partake  of  a  very  nice  "find"  of  beau¬ 
tiful  Morgan  dollars  Mark  Borckardt  and  Ray 
Merena  brought  home  from  their  recent  buying 
trip! . 259 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

by  Mich  ad  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  Jeff  Oxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  tor  those  who 
wish  to  “cherrypick”  tor  valuable  die  varieties. 
137  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  price 
$24.93.  Leatherette.  Stock  No.  BEE-301.  List 
price  $24.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  sec 
page  89. 


great  start. . . 
buy  the  book 
before 
Ya  the  coin! 
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1880-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 

popular  varieties  in  the  series . 66 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1881  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,019 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nice  light  amber  toning.  699 

1881-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 309 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1881-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1881-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1881-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  beautiful 

golden  peripheral  toning . 39 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCtiS).  Brilliant . 925 

1881 -S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1881-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant.  The  new  ICG  service 
must  be  hitting  its  stride,  for  on  our  recent  buying 
trip  we  bought  a  whole  bunch  of  1881-S  dollars 
they  had  certified.  Actually,  you  would  not  real¬ 
ize  this  unless  we  mentioned  it,  as  there  is  just  one 

listing.  Buy  an  example  for: . 135 

1881-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for 

Sale 

325 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

at  the  MS-66  level 

1  750 

325 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1882-CC  MS-65  (1CG1  Brilliant 

415 

310 

1881-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 

1882-CC  MS-64  fPCGSl  Brilliant 

129 

135 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC!  Brilliant 

105 

135 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  rose  ton- 

1882-CC  MS-63  fPCGSV  Brilliant . 

. 105 

135 

ing  on  the  reverse . 

1882-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  of  the  Rare 

Morgan  Dollars! 

Isn't  it  wonderful  that  the  Treasury 
Department  stored  huge  quantities  of 
1878-1921  Morgan  dollars  and  released 
them  in  the  1960s?  Otherwise,  such 
coins  would  be  exceedingly  expensive 
(for  comparisons,  just  check  the  prices 
for  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  half  dol¬ 
lars  or  Barber  half  dollars  from  the 
1870s  onward). 

As  it  is,  at  current  market  prices  you 
can  build  the  majority  of  a  set  of  about 
100  different  mintmarks  for  less  than  a 
few  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  for  less  than  $100  per  coin,  and 
sometimes  for  even  less  than  $50!  And, 
these  prices  are  for  attractive  Mint  State 
examples! 


1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1881- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1882  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 45 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Just  purchased.  Not 
rare  in  lower  Mint  State  grades,  but  quite  elusive 


Coin  Review  is  a  virtual  Morgan  dollar  festival. 
However,  this  present  coin  is  one-of-a-kind  in  our 

stock . 875 

1882-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular,  scarce, 
and  quite  curious  "overmintmark"  issue.  An  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  a  high-quality  example  of  a 
variety  you'll  enjoy  inspecting  under  a  magnify¬ 
ing  glass . 1,125 


1 888  Morgan  Dollar 


A  fascinating  series! 


Morgan  silver  dollars  are  among  the 
most  interesting  American  series, 
and  they  are  the  one  19th-century 
series  in  which  a  significant  collec¬ 
tion  of  Mint  State  coins  can  be 
acquired  for  under  $100  each. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  your 
Morgan  dollar  collection  or  have 
already  started  one  and  need  this 
Philadelphia  issue,  now  is  the  time 
to  add  a  beautiful  1888  Morgan 
silver  dollar,  certified  by  PCGS  in 
the  grade  of  MS-64  for  only... 

( regularly  $69) 


K. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk 


1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 


1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  Fnjoy 
the  selection.  We  have  no  way  of  knowing,  but 
with  all  the  interest  in  numismatics  these  days,  we 


wouldn't  be  a  hit  surprised  to  see  prices  higher  for 

many  coins  a  year  from  now . 135 

1882-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1883  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1883  MS  64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  69 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883- CC  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant .  125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Well  struck  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  l  ight  golden  toning .  125 

1883-CC  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS) . 129 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Rei’iew  offering.  Take 

your  pick! . 105 

1883-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1883- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1884  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 280 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning  on  the  rim  at  10:00 .  280 

1884  MS-62  PL  (PCGS) . 39 

1884  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1884  EF40 . 25 

1884- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1884-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing .  125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces...  125 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 105 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 


1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1884-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 285 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  Well, 
this  1885  is  one  of  those  issues  we  mentioned  in 
the  introduction;  we  have  dozens  on  hand,  so 
there's  not  much  chance  we  ll  be  SOLD  OUT 
when  you  order.  However,  for  many  other  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars,  our  inventory  includes  just  one  coin 


per  listing . 149 

1885  MS-64  (KGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  J9 

1885-C  c  MS-65  (NGC  )  Brilliant 

1885-CC  MS- 64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 289 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  275 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 275 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  135 

1885-0  MS-65  (KGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (KGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  We 
bought  a  nice  little  cache  of  1885-0  dollars.  Take 

one  for: . 39 

1885-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1885-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 


Gem  Proof  1886 


1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  1  ovely  with  light  champagne 
surfaces.  An  attractive  specimen  with  fully  frosted 
devices.  The  elusive  character  of  nice  Proofs  is 
often  overlooked.  And,  this  is  a  nice  one!  ..  3,595 
1886  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1.085 


1886  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 135 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 


1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1886-S  MS-64  (PC  (,s,  Brilliant . 695 


1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce 
overdate.  We  recently  bought  several  pieces— as 
unbelievable  as  this  may  seem!  Buy  one  sparkling 


beauty  for . .  775 

1887/6  MS-62  (PC  ( .S)  Brilliant . 449 


Rare  1887/6-0  Morgan  Dollar 


o' 

cpe;  Ortrujl' 


1887/6-0  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  An  important  and 
rare  variety  that  was  not  known  to  collectors  un¬ 


til  1972. . 3350 

1887  MS-66  (KGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1887  MS-65  DMPL  (KGS)  Brilliant . 525 

1887  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1887  MS-65  (KGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  This  is  our  "Morgan  Dol¬ 
lar  Festival"  Rare  Com  Review  offering.  Add  to  or 

start  vour  collection  today! . 66 

1887  MS-64  (KGS)  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-63  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-63  PL  (KGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63  (KGS)  Brilliant . 39 

1887-0  MS-M  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-64  (KI).  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-64  (KGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-63  (KGS).  Brilliant . 119 


Discover 

Bowers  ami  Merena! 

11  you  like  QUALITY  coins,  as  we 
do,  and  you  want  excellent  VALUE  for 
your  money,  discover  Bowers  and  Me¬ 
rena  Galleries  by  placing  a  trial  order 
today.  Do  this,  and  you'll  be  a  client  for 
many  years.  In  fact,  some  of  our  clients 
have  been  with  us  since  we  started  our 
business  in  1953!  (The  number  gets 
smaller  each  year,  due  to  the  human  pre¬ 
dicament  of  not  being  able  to  live  forever!) 
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Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1 878 
and  last  coined  in  1921,  were  for 
many  years  the  largest  silver  coins  of 
the  American  realm.  Today  they  are  the 
most  popular  American  series.  Com¬ 
bine  this  with  the  fact  that  the  majority 
of  dates  and  mintmarks  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  relatively  low  prices  in  beau¬ 
tiful  Mint  State,  and  you  have  ali  the  in¬ 
gredients  of  a  fascinating,  winning, 
challenging  collection!  Struck  at  five  dif¬ 
ferent  mints  and  often  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties,  at  one  time  these  "cartwheels" 
were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casinos, 
and  elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  cir¬ 
culation,  others  were  held  in  reserve  by 
the  Treasury  Department  as  backing  for 
its  paper  Silver  Certificates.  Years  later;  in 
fact  until  the  supply  ran  out  in  March 
1 964,  these  were  paid  out  at  face 
value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars  are  widely 
dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by  nu¬ 
mismatists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  his¬ 
tory,  and,  a  remarkable  bonus  shared 
by  few  other  early  series,  their  availabil¬ 
ity  in  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  for 
very  reasonable  prices. 


Join  the  Popularity  Parade! 

Build  your  own  collection  through 

The  Bowers  and  Merena 


Morgan 
Dollar  Society 


Here's  How  to  Become  a  Member 


1 . )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade  level  you  wish  to  collect, 
and  whether  you  prefer  certified  coins  or  non-certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference — personal  check  or  credit  card  autho¬ 
rization. 

3. )  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1-800-222- 

5993  and  we  will  take  it  from  there!  '®|® 

on 

eel 


We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  conve¬ 
nient  for  you  to  form  a  beautiful  and 
meaningful  collection.  Call  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to 
acquiring  a  magnificent  selection 
of  sparkling  Morgan  dollars — a  col 
lection  you  will  enjoy  sharing  with 
your  family  and  friends.  Such  a  set, 
if  completed,  will  eventually  include 
one  of  each  Morgan  dollar  date  and 
mintmark  from  the  first  year  of  issue, 

1 878,  to  the  last,  1921,  plus  some  in¬ 
teresting  varieties,  for  a  total  of  98  coins  in  all! 


Your  Benefits  as  a  Member 


❖  Buying  from  one  of  the  world's  most 
established  and  most  respected  rare  coin 
firms — a  company  with  unsurpassed  fi¬ 
nancial  and  professional  credentials. 

❖  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected 
coins  cherrypicked  to  your  specifications, 
backed  by  our  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  In  addition,  each  coin  will  be 
graded  by  PCGS,  NGC,  or  another  grad¬ 
ing  service  of  your  choice  or  if  you  prefer, 
uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 


❖  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from 
old-time  collections,  estates,  our  coast-to- 
coast  buying  trips,  and  all  new  purchases 
that  cross  our  threshold! 

❖  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This 
will  mean  additional  savings  for  you! 

❖  A  30%  discount  on  albums  and 
holders  in  which  to  store  and  display 
your  collection. 

❖  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  of¬ 
fer. 


❖  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  for  as 
long  as  you  are  a  member! 

❖  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyer's  Guide 
to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States. 

❖  A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep 
an  inventory  of  your  collection. 

❖  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent 
via  email  or  fax  once  a  week  (upon  re¬ 
quest). 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


A 


1887-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  l  ight  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 525 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces  with 

light  yellow  peripheral  toning . 209 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  Here 
is  another  issue  for  which  we  have  dozens  (per¬ 
haps  we  should  not  be  saying  this),  f  lowever,  for 
the  majority  of  Morgan  dollar  listings  we  have 
just  one  or  two  coins.  Regularly  priced  $69,  spe¬ 


cial  net: 

1888  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 42 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1888-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant .  715 

1888-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 69 

1888-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  obverse  with  light 

golden  toning  on  the  reverse . 69 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 69 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1888-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695 

1888- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1889  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1889  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 42 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1889  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1889- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 735 

1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1889-S  MS-61  (ICG).  Brilliant . 147 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 


1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 165 

1890  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 45 

1890  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

I890-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  gold  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 875 

1890-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  As 
you  know,  most  Morgan  dollars  of  the  1890s  are 


scarce.  Our  "Festival"  offers  you  a  field  day! .  435 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1890-CC  MS-60  (PCI).  Repunched  90.  Brilliant. ..  295 

1890-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  239 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 85 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-63  DM  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1890-S  VAM-2.  S/S  Left.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1890- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1891  MS>64  (NGC  )  Brilliant  719 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning . 145 

18Q1-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1891- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1891-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 159 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 689 

1891-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 689 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1891 -S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1892  MS-64  Brilliant . 735 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 309 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 


1892-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 

1892-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  golden  peripheral  toning . 1,650 

1892-CC  MS-63  PL  Brilliant . 875 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering.  We 

have  just  bought  several  of  these!!! . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Mor¬ 
gan  Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offering. 
Ditto  to  the  above.  Happiness  in  professional  nu¬ 
mismatics  is  being  able  to  buy  multiples  of  popu¬ 
lar,  historical  coins! . !....  850 

1892-0  MS-64  Brilliant .  659 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  toning.  659 

1892-0  MS-64  (P(GS|  Brilliant  .  ( 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

18920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Vers  attractive.  Quite  elusive 

in  AL)  grade . 1,550 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant  A  lovely,  lustrous  specimen 

that  is  sure  to  please! . 1,550 

1893  MS-84  R  (  5)  Brilliant  . 1,550 

1893  MS-63  . 


Mint  State  1893-CC  Dollar 


1893-CC  MS-62  PL  (PCC.S)  Brilliant.  An  attractive 
specimen  of  this  popular  Carson  Citv  dollar.  We 

guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! . 2,695 

1893-CC  MS-62  (AN  ACS).  Lustrous  with  highlights  of 

blue,  gold,  and  amber  peripheral  toning . 1,995 

1893-CC  EF— 45  (AN ACS) . 689 

1893-CC  EF-40  (ANACS) . 595 


Key  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  key  issue  at  this 
grade  level . 2,995 


great  start 
buy  the  book 
before 
rl  the  coin! 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  &  A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular  book. 
534  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-710.  List  price 
$79.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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1893-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces.  The  VF-35 
grade  offers  a  nice  meeting  ground  for  a  relatively 
high  circulated  grade  and  recognized  rarity.  Just 
purchased  as  we  go  to  press! . 3,450 

Choice  1894  Morgan  Dollar 


1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  sharply 
struck  example.  This  has  the  lowest  business  strike 
mintage  of  any  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  except  the 
1895 .  3,850 


1894-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  When 
you  build  your  Morgan  dollar  collection  through 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  you'll  be  delighted 

with  the  quality  you  receive . 1,995 

1894-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 1,050 

1894-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1894-0  EF-45 . 75 

1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  important, 

and  rare! . 1,750 

1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Key  date.  This  is  our 
"Morgan  Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Review  offer¬ 
ing.  Use  it  to  buy  an  1894-S! . 850 

1894- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1895- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,750 

Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle-sharp  strike.  Far  nicer  than  the 
usually  seen  specimens  of  this  key  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for 
a  particularly  choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends 


here! . 4,095 

1895-S  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,075 


1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 995 

1896  MS-65  (ANACS). Well  struck  with 

lustrous,  sat- 

iny  surfaces . 

. 185 

1896  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 

. 70 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 45 

1896  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 

. 45 

Elusive  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 
fine.  Another  of  the  many  really  nice  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  we've  bought  recently . 3,550 

1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always  in  demand 
in  Mint  State  and  quite  scarce  so  fine  (although 

worn  pieces  abound) . 1,995 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 775 

1896-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 356 

1896-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  239 

1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1897  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 42 


1893-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  2,495 

Key  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 


■illFT'I'HlilllipT'l  'll 
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Another  view  of  the  Cliff  House  which  is  shown  on  the  front  cover.  This  photo¬ 
graph,  circa  1902,  was  published  by  the  Detroit  Publishing  Company. 


/CF  E  G  q 
Spot  Car  trust 


1897-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint  State 
(the  same  can  be  said  for  nearly  all  other  Morgan 


dollars  in  this  listing,  as  noted) . 2,395 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1897-0  AU-53  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1897-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  our  "Morgan 
Dollar  Festival"  Rare  Coin  Rei>ieu>  offering.  ...  135 

1897-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 89 

1897- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 139 

1898  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1898  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 75 

1898  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 45 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1898-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 
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1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1898- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 759 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1899- 0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 149 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  brilliant  centers 

and  lovely  light  yellow  peripheral  toning .  149 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1899-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 285 

1899- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1900  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 215 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Popular  "overmint- 

mark"  variety . 1,825 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  589 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  589 

1900-0/CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 355 

1900-0/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 355 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant .  149 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1900-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant .  66 


Time  was  when  nearly  all  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins  of  the  late  1890s  and  early  1900s  were  great  rarities  then 
came  the  Treasury  Hoard  dispersal  of  the  early  1900s  The 
story  of  this  is  related  in  some  detail,  together  with  a  listing  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  involved,  in  Dave  Bowers'  hook,  Ameri¬ 
can  Com  Treasures  ami  Hoards  a  copy  of  which  should  be  on  your 


coffee  table  or  at  your  bedside. 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1900-S  MS-65  (ICG)  Brilliant 


Wonderful  1901  Morgan  Dollar 


1901  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Consider¬ 
ing  that  Mint  State  1901-dated  dollars  are  hardly 
ever  seen,  this  becomes  a  highly  important  oppor¬ 
tunity.  In  fact,  once  it  sells  we  don't  know  where 


we  can  readily  obtain  another . 7,950 

1901-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1901-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always  a  popular 

issue.  We've  just  bought  several! . 535 

1901-S  AU-50 . 149 

1901-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 149 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 


1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1902  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1902-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 175 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 66 

1902*0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Light  golden  surfaces . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
light  gold  peripheral  toning . 66 

1902- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1903  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 230 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 230 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  K2 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 82 

1903- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 


Rare  Mint  State  190.3-S  $1 


1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  issues  in 


the  series . 4,950 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1904-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 


1904-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1921  MS  64  (P(  <  jS)  Brilliant . 32 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1921 -D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 
toning . 325 


With  the  1921 -D  the  curtain  rings  down  on  the  Morgan 
dollar  senes  — and  what  a  truly  beautiful  selection  we  have 
offered!  Check  the  preceding  listings  very  carefully  and  seize 
the  opportunity  to  start  a  specialized  collection  or  add  to  one 


that  you  already  have. 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 325 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1921-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1921-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,925 

1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,925 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 159 

1921-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 


Peace  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a 
splendid  selection  of  Peace  silver  dollars.  Peace  dol¬ 
lars  are  a  very’  attractive  series,  particularly  in  higher 
grades  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65.  Despite  the 
strength  of  the  present  market,  many  Peace  dollars  — 
probably  even  the  majority  of  them  — are  cheaper 
today  than  they  were  10  years  ago.  Perhaps  —  just 
perhaps— this  will  translate  into  an  opportunity. 

There  are  a  lot  of  coins  to  like.  Some  of  our  favor¬ 
ites  include  the  1927-D  (our  hoard  of  these  is  gone, 
but  we  do  have  some  stray  pieces),  the  very'  scarce 
1927-S  and  192S-S  which  sell  for  fractions  of  their 
prices  a  few  years  back,  and  the  low-mintage  1928. 


Get  off  to  a 
great  start. . . 
buy  the  book 
before  4 1 
the  coin! 


A  Huvrrt'  (mu*  lo 

ilver  Dollars 
frade  Dollars 
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A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver 

Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  these  popular  series.  Updated  informa¬ 
tion  with  1997  prices  for  every  date  and  mint- 
mark.  304  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-402.  List  price 
$19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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Exceptional  1921  Peace  Dollar 


1921  High  Relief.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen,  above  average  in  strike  as  well  as  grade. 
A  "find"  from  our  recent  buying  trip . 3,095 


1921  High  Relief.  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 189 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1922  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 

peripheral  toning . 169 

1922  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 


1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1922-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1922-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 275 

1922-  S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1922-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

1923  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 
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NOT  Mint  Condition 

No  one  wants  to  help  rat-infested,  seismically  unsafe  S.F.  landmark 


The  Old  Mint  on  Fifth  Street  south  of  Market  Street  in  San  Francisco  cannot  he  reopened  until  millions  of 
dollars  in  seismic  work  is  done.  Photo  by  Deanne  Fitzmaurice/  The  Qtronicle 


FROM  MAGNIFICENT  TO  MISERY: 
Reader  Gordon  Pedersen  sent  an  interesting  ar¬ 
ticle  that  appeared  recently  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  by  Carl  Nolte,  and  illustrated  by  the 
pictures  shown  here  including  an  authentic 
“ Mint  rat."  The  text  stated: 

Nothing  is  happening  at  the  United 
States  Mint  in  San  Francisco  except  neglect. 

The  old  mint  is  sealed  shut,  its  elegant 
rooms  and  corridors  empty,  the  once  beauti¬ 
fully  landscaped  outside  gardens  teeming 
with  rats,  the  handsome  Doric  columns  that 
make  it  look  like  a  Greek  temple  streaked 
with  rust. 

"We  don't  think  this  building  has  any 
value,  period,"  said  Mary  Filippini,  spokes¬ 
woman  for  the  General  Services  Adminis¬ 
tration,  which  owns  the  old  mint. 

Once  this  building  held  one-third  of 
the  gold  reserves  of  the  United  States,  but 
now  the  government  will  not  spend  the  $28 
million  to  $30  million  necessary  to  bring  it 
up  to  seismic  standards  and  to  make  modi¬ 
fications  to  make  it  accessible  to  the  handi¬ 
capped. 

Because  of  this  problem,  the  mint  has 
been  closed  to  the  public  for  four  years.  It  is 


a  national  historic  landmark,  officially  des¬ 
ignated  a  priceless  part  of  the  country's 
heritage.  It  will  celebrate— if  that  is  the 
word  — its  125th  anniversary  this  year.  It  is 
the  oldest  federal  building  in  the  West,  a 
classic  in  every  sense. 

The  old  mint  has  powerful 
friends,  including  U.S.  Senator  Bar¬ 
bara  Boxer  and  San  Francisco 
Mayor  Willie  Brown,  vet  it  has  no 
prospects  for  the  future.  There  are 
plenty  of  ideas  for  the  old  mint,  but 
no  plans. 

It  could  be  a  restaurant,  its 
friends  say,  a  conference  center,  a 
museum  as  it  once  was,  or  a  storage 
place  for  books. 

"It  is  a  glorious  building,  beg¬ 
ging  for  use,"  said  Jim  Chappell, 
president  of  the  San  Francisco  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Urban  Research  Associa¬ 
tion  [SPUR],  which  drew  up  some 
sample  ideas  for  the  mint  and  the 


alleys  surrounding  it. 

"It  is  tragic  under-utilization  of  a  fine 
building,"  said  Brett  Gladstone,  who 
worked  on  SPUR  s  ideas  for  the  Mint.  "The 
public  is  being  denied  the  opportunitv  to 
see  one  of  the  most  historic  buildings  in 
California." 

But  the  dreams  for  the  Mint  all  run  in 
to  a  bleak  economic  reality:  the  costs  of 
renovation  of  the  old  mint  are  higher  than  it 
is  worth. 

"At  one  point  we  looked  at  the  mint," 
said  Michael  Ross,  a  developer  with  the 
Martin  Building  Co.,  which  has  interests  in 
the  streets  and  alleys  around  the  mint.  "It 
needs  between  $25  and  $30  million  in  seis¬ 
mic  and  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act 
work.  There  are  76,000  square  feet  in  the 
building.  That  comes  out  to  more  than  $300 
a  square  foot.  That  is  what  the  Embarcadero 
Center  sold  for." 

The  old  mint,  he  points  out,  is  a  Na¬ 
tional  Historic  landmark,  which  means  it 


One  of  an  army  of  rats  forages  in  the  bushes  that  were  once 
the  Old  Mint's  garden.  Photo  by  Deanne  Fitzmaurice/ 
The  Chronicle 
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Sketch  shows  a  potential  development  of  Mint  Alley- the  mint  is  on  the  right.  Sketch  by  Peter  Hasselman 


cannot  be  altered  extensively.  Nor  can  it  be 
demolished. 

It  is  close  to  a  white  elephant  — that 
legendary  animal  the  kings  of  Siam  found 
to  be  the  perfect  gift  for  people  they  de¬ 
spised.  A  white  elephant,  being  sacred, 
could  do  no  work,  and  could  not  be  dis¬ 
posed  of.  Yet  the  sacred  elephant  ate  at  a 
ruinous  rate. 

From  time  to  time,  various  political 
leaders,  including  Boxer,  have  suggested 
that  the  GSA  could  give  the  mint  to  the  city 
of  San  Francisco  for  a  minimum  price  — 
probably  $1. 

However,  the  city  would  be  required  to 
repair  the  building.  The  city  has  no  money 
for  such  a  purpose,  and  talk  about  some 
kind  of  public-private  partnership  is  only 
talk. 

Although  Boxer's  office  said  last  week 
that  people  had  heard  that  the  city  was 
close  to  some  kind  of  deal,  Brown  says 
that's  not  true. 

"There  is  absolutely  nothing  going  on 
at  the  mint,"  he  said. 

Robert  Mendelsohn,  a  former  San 
Francisco  supervisor  who  was  appointed  by 
former  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  to  find  a  way  to 
save  the  mint,  says  it  is  a  government  prob¬ 
lem. 

The  GSA,  he  says,  is  looking  for  ways 
to  "somehow  unload  the  building  on  some 
other  agency." 


The  federal  government  is  the  owner, 
he  says,  and  they  have  the  responsibility  to 
make  the  old  mint  seismically  safe.  "It  is  a 
federal  government  responsibility,"  he  says. 

And  without  federal  action,  nothing 
can  be  done. 

In  the  meantime,  nothing  is  being 
done.  The  GSA  provides  maintenance.  The 
interior,  it  is  said,  is  "in  good  shape,"  al¬ 
though  Filippini  refused  to  allow  a  reporter 
inside  to  see. 

"If  I  let  you  in,"  she  said,  "I'd  have  to 
let  everybody  in." 

The  only  action  at  the  old  mint  is  out¬ 
side,  where,  for  the  first  time  in  more  than  a 
century,  the  gardens  on  Fifth  Street  are  in¬ 
fested  with  rats  —  roof  rats,  sewer  rats,  and 
Norway  rats. 

News  reports  in  January  set  off  a  small 
flurry  of  activity.  The  government  claimed 
the  rats  had  been  eradicated. 

Yet  the  rats  are  back  in  bigger  numbers 
now.  They  have  become  so  bold  that  in  the 
past  few  weeks  they  have  come  out  in  the 
daytime  and  scamper  in  and  out  of  bur¬ 
rows,  eating  scraps  left  by  pigeons. 

"They  are  a  potential  health  hazard," 
said  Helen  Zverina  of  the  San  Francisco 
Health  Department. 

The  rats  live  only  a  block  from  San 
Francisco's  official  visitor's  center  and  the 
San  Francisco  Shopping  Centre. 

However,  the  GSA  said  the  rats  are  not 


by  Carl  Nolte 


a  federal  problem.  "These  rats  are  from  the 
neighborhood,"  said  Filippini.  "They  are  a 
city  problem." 

The  city  feels  differently.  "It  is  their  re¬ 
sponsibility,"  said  the  city's  Zverina.  "They 
own  the  property  and  it  is  their  front  lawn." 

However,  under  federal  law,  the  city 
cannot  bring  action  against  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  if  they  do  not  get  rid  of  the  rats. 

The  jurisdiction  over  rats  seems  to  be 
symptomatic  of  the  problems  of  the  old 
mint.  "It  is  a  stepchild,"  said  Mendelsohn. 
"It  is  really,  really  sad." 

Editor's  comment:  Perhaps  the  best 
thing  to  do  is  tear  the  Mint  down  and  re¬ 
place  it  by  the  ultimate  civic  improvement: 
an  asphalt-paved  parking  lot!  Just  kidding, 
but  this  is  precisely  what  was  done  about  30 
years  ago  with  the  elegant  Fox  Theatre 
(which  had  a  gorgeous  four-manual,  32- 
rank  pipe  organ)  in  the  same  city.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  the  organ  was  saved.  Unfortunately 
little  else  is  left.  Perhaps  all  San  Francisco 
vital  records  could  be  moved  in  there,  and  it 
could  be  a  depot  for  storing  valuable 
things  — after  all,  in  the  April  1906  earth¬ 
quake  it  was  the  only  building  in  its  district 
that  survived!  Of  course,  as  soon  as  some¬ 
body  proposes  doing  this,  an  organization 
will  be  formed  to  protect  the  Norway  rats, 
and  the  building  will  have  to  remain  vacant. 


A  man  sits  on  the  closed  old  mint's  steps,  which 
have  become  a  resting  place  for  shoppers, 
tourists,  homeless  people,  and  others.  Photo  by 
Deanne  Fitzmaurice/Tfic  Chronicle 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 29 

1923-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,185 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1923-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1923-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  185 

I ‘■>24  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  65 


1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  amber  toning.  65 
1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional 
example  of  one  of  the  most  elusive  Peace  silver 
dollars  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 


seur.  Guaranteed  to  please! . 1,395 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 ,395 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 399 


1924- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (IC  G)  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (PC  GS)  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 65 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1925- S  ms-64  Brilliant 
1925-S  Ms  64 (PC  i  IS)  Brilliant 

1925-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 145 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  95 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 

whisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 795 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1926-D  MS-64  (PC  GS)  Brilliant  .  269 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1,120 

1926-S  MS-64  Brilliant .  175 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 175 

1926-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 79 

1926-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 79 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 269 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 609 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ...  609 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 139 

1927-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1927-S  MS-64.  Lustrous.  One  of  the  more  important 

coins  in  the  series . 785 

1927-S  MS-64  (NC  X  i  C  lolden  surfaces  785 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 785 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 785 

1927-S  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant . 255 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1927- S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 105 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 775 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 325 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1928-  S  MS-64  K  ( ,,  Brilliant  . 1/475 

1928-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bnlliant . 1,475 

1928-S  MS-63.  Bnlliant . 329 


Recently,  in  looking  through  some  old  photographs,  we  came  across  this  one  of  Dave  Bowers,  circa  1985,  posing  for  Michael  lacocca, 
sculptor  and  engraver  at  the  United  States  Mint  who,  without  Dave's  knowledge,  had  prepared  a  model  for  a  medal  featuring  Dave  as 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Assocation  from  1983-1985.  In  this  scene,  Dave,  who  has  just  seen  the  model,  has  agreed  to  sit 
so  that  the  sculpture  can  be  finessed.  Mr.  lacocca  encouraged  Dave  to  have  the  ANA  sponsor  such  a  medal,  but  Dave  declined  as  he  felt 
that  this  would  be  self-advertising.  Where  the  clay  model  is  today,  we  do  not  know. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk 


1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 329 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1928-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 105 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1934  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,350 


Treasure  to  be  Found? 

Melvin  Rush,  who  commented  re¬ 
cently  on  the  nice  quality  of  coins  he 
receives  from  us,  also  sent  an  article 
from  the  Marietta  (Georgia)  Daily  jour¬ 
nal,  a  column  by  Don  McKee  which 
told  of  the  writer's  travels  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  a  small  town  in  Georgia,  where  he 
learned  that  a  treasure  of  gold  and  sil¬ 
ver  coins  that  once  belonged  to  the 
Confederacy  might  be. 

The  account  related  that  about 
$450,000  from  a  group  of  Virginia  banks 
was  taken  to  Georgia  to  prevent  its  cap¬ 
ture  by  Confederate  raiders.  Subse¬ 
quently,  the  coins  were  loaded  aboard 
wagons  that  stopped  overnight  about 
15  miles  northeast  of  Washington 
(Georgia)  at  the  home  of  a  minister. 

"Raiders  struck,  tied  up  the  guards, 
and  made  off  with  a  lot  of  money.  But 
those  erstwhile  Confederate  soldiers 
were  not  very  good  at  that  sort  of  thing 
and  left  $160,000  in  the  wagons  and 
about  $40,000  strewn  on  the  ground,  of 
all  things.  Then  $80,000  more  was  re¬ 
covered  from  a  group  of  the  raiders. 
That  left  $170,000  missing." 

The  latter  amount  constitutes  the 
missing  treasure.  Of  course,  if  any 
reader  finds  this,  contact  us  right  away 
about  selling  it  at  auction! 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,350 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  645 
1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning . 645 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


Gorgeous  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A 
gorgeous  coin  purchased  just  as  we  go  to 
press . 4,650 


Choice  and  Rare  1934-S  Peace  Si 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A  prize  for  the 
advanced  specialist . 2,795 


Another  Rare  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace  silver 
dollar  series . 2,795 


'et  off  to  a 
eat  start . . . 
y  the  book 
before 
the  coin! 


Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 

by  Bill  Fivaz 


Until  now,  there  has  been  no  single  source  of 
information  to  which  novice  collectors  could 
refer  for  the  knowledge  they  need  to  adequately 
and  safely  get  started  in  coin  collecting.  In  this 
single,  easy-to-use  book,  Bill  Fivaz  shares  his 
experience  of  over  50  years  of  coin  collecting  to 
provide  the  reader  with  the  information,  advice, 
and  skills  one  needs  to  have  FUN  in  this  popular 
hobby.  120  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFI-1 20.  List  price 
$15.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  sec 
page  89. 


59 


May-june  1999 /Rare  Coin  Review  #129 


Take  Advantage  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Want  List 
Service 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the 
grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be  a 
good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important,  hard  \  tz, 
to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range  of  $250 
and  up.  Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the  coins  you 
need,  and  send  it  to  us.  We  will  immediately  begin  search¬ 
ing  for  the  coins  you  specify! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  ev¬ 
ery  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time 
collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the  tele¬ 
phone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 


.  I  7  93 


JSjJfP 
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We  offer  you 
these  advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  organization  has 
been  one  of  the  most  reputable,  long¬ 
est  established,  and  financially  secure 
com  companies. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for 
the  quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are 
chosen  specifically  for  their  aesthetic 
appeal  in  combination  with  their  techni- 
cal  grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be 
a  good  value  for  you  Each  and  ev- 
\  ery  purchase  you  make  comes 
j  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction 
I  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
truly  enjoy  providing  the  best  in 
personal  service.  Each  of  our  clients 
becomes  an  important  member  of  our 
“family'  of  com  buyers 


For  information,  call  toll  free 
1-800-222-5993 
or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Attn:  Want  List,  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Limited  Edition 

Frank  Gasp arro  Set 

From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro  was  chief  engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest  office  to  which  an  engraver  can  aspire,  he  cre¬ 
ated  new  designs  for  four  different  coins. 

For  us,  Frank  Gasparro  personally  certified  1,000  limited  edition  sets  of  the  four 
coins  he  created — a  historical  memento  to  his  creative  ability  that  you  will  be  proud  to 
own!  Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  custom-made  display  holder  with  a  glossy  black  back¬ 
ground  and  beautiful  gold  lettering.  At  the  center  is  mounted  the  Personal  C  ertification 
from  Frank  Gasparro,  hand  signed  in  ink  and  hand  numbered.  Each  coin  in  the  set  is 
Gem  Proof— the  finest  quality  available.  Each  piece  represents  the  first  year  of  issue  of 
the  design;  1959  Lincoln  cent  Memorial  reverse;  1964  Kennedy  halt  dollar  Eagle  re¬ 
verse;  1979  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar,  obverse  and  reverse,  and  the  1971  Eisenhower 
dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  historic  and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be  offered  in  our  time.  Set  No.  1  was  retained 
by  Frank  Gasparro  personally.  Set  No.  2  was  presented  to  the  National  C  oin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion.  Set  No.  3  was  presented  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Set  No.  4  was  presented  to  the  ANA. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edition  offer,  and  once  the  remaining  sets  have  been  sold,  no  more  will  be  available — ever! 


*125® 

plus  shipping 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


A  Final  MS-63  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  2,795 

1934-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 679 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  679 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 679 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 169 

1935  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

A  Letter  from  J.M. 

"Dear  Gail: 

"I  just  wanted  to  drop  you  a  line  to 
let  you  know  how  happy  I  am  with  the 
1874-CC  trade  dollar  I  purchased  from 
your  firm.  Even  though  it  was  a  stretch 
in  monetary  terms,  I  believe  the  coin  to 
be  among  the  finest  in  existence  at  the 
MS-62  grade  level. 

"It  has  been  my  experience  that  Mint 
State  specimens  of  the  1874  Carson 
City  trade  dollar  are  very  "baggy"  and 
usually  in  the  MS-60  to  MS-61  range. 
This  assumes  that  one  can  readily  find 
a  strict  Mint  State  example,  which  is  in 
itself  not  a  trivial  task.  Other  problems 
that  plague  trade  dollars  in  general 
are  an  abundance  (relative  to  the  ratio 
of  surviving  dollars)  of  over-dipped 
and  cleaned  examples. 

"So,  I  have  to  let  you  know  what  a 
pleasure  it  was  when  your  coin  came 
in  the  mail.  This  coin  is  an  above-aver¬ 
age  Mint  State  example.  My  compli¬ 
ments  go  out  to  you  and  your  buying 
department.  In  fact,  your  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  had  the  best  selection  of  trade  dol¬ 
lars  that  I  have  ever  seen,  aside  from 
major  numismatic  auctions!  And 
speaking  of  major  numismatic  auc¬ 
tions,  even  the  famed  Eliasberg  set  of 
coins  did  not  have  a  Mint  State  1874- 
CC  trade  dollar." 


1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,225 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 


Trade  Dollars 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  trade  dollars  includ¬ 
ing  new  purchases.  Among  the  listings  are  many  pieces 
in  a  group  acquired  from  the  Orient  -  the  coins  having 
been  on  that  side  of  the  Pacific  for  more  than  a  century! 


1873  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1873-CC  AU-53.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1873-S  AU-58.  A  lovely  specimen . 650 

1873- S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 375 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 165 

1874-S  EF-45 . 209 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF-45 . 159 

1874-S  EF-40 . 185 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  EF-40.  Nicely  toned . 245 


Attractive  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  l/l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  All  designs 
are  sharply  defined  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 
A  lovely  com  for  the  specialist . 2,995 

On  the  Type  I  obverse,  the  ends  of  the  obverse  scroll 
with  LIBERTY  upon  it  point  to  the  viewer's  left,  while  those 
same  scroll  ends  point  downward  on  the  Type  II  obverse.  On 
the  Type  I  reverse,  there  is  a  berry  below  the  branch  at  the 
eagle's  left  (viewer's  right)  talon,  while  that  berry  is  missing 


from  the  design  on  the  Type  D  reverse. 

1875-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 179 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 149 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 165 

1875- S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 

1876  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  1,195 
1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,450 

1876- S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lilac  toning. ...  1,195 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50 .  235 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 165 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-40 . 145 


1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as 
the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  in  business  strike  format . 1,395 


1877  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1877  Chopmarked.  VF-30 . 119 


1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  even,  pale  golden  toning.  A  lovely  coin.  945 


1877-S  AU-50 .  245 

1877-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 159 

1877-S  EF-45 . 195 

1877-S  EF-40 . 169 

1877- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 145 

1878- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 1,295 


Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


1879  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A  choice 
specimen  of  this  ever-popular  date . 3,495 


Rare  1881  Proof  Trade  $1 


1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  Rare  and 
highly  desirable  Proof-only  date,  one  of  only  960 
coins  minted  this  year.  Purchased  as  we  go  to  press. 
A  splendid  coin! . 2,650 

Hoardlet  from  the  Orient! 

1874-CC  AU-50.  We  recently  purchased  a  hoardlet  of 
trade  dollars  brought  back  from  the  Orient!  Each 
coin  is  lightly  cleaned  (the  person  finding  these 
was  not  a  numismatist!),  but  is  quite  attractive; 
your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as  al¬ 
ways.  These  have  been  selling  quickly,  at  the  spe¬ 
cial  low  prices  we  have  assigned  to  each,  and  our 
holdings  (which  include  multiple  specimens  of 
most  issues)  are  rapidly  dwindling!  Check  this 


and  the  following  listings . ,319 

1874- S  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 185 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 220 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 205 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 165 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  EF-45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 159 

1876- S  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 210 
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Tragedy  and  Heroism  on  the  Atlantic  Coast 

Triumph  of  the  Human  Spirit 


The  historic  Cape  Hatteras  Lighthouse 
currently  threatened  by  the  encroaching  sea. 


The  "Graveyard  of  the  Atlantic" 

Between  the  northern  parts  of  the 
Outer  Banks  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Lower  Cape  Fear  River  rests  no  fewer  than 
700  recorded  shipwrecks.  The  reference  to 
this  area  being  the  "Graveyard  of  the  At¬ 
lantic"  is  perhaps  understated,  for  while 
there  have  been  significant  shipwrecks 
around  the  globe'  since  antiquity,  few  areas 
can  suggest  the  continued  enormity  of 
tragedy  that  has  occurred  over  the  past 
several  centuries  off  the  coastal  area  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  discovery  of  the  wreck  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America  off  the  coast  of  the  Lower 
Cape  Fear  in  1987  and  the  subsequent  re¬ 
trieval  of  a  fortune  in  gold  that  was  being 
transshipped  from  the  gold  fields  of  the 
West  is  merely  an  introduction  to  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  tragic  stories  that  converge  on  the 
"Graveyard  of  the  Atlantic."  Some  may  ask 
why  this  area  of  the  Atlantic  seems  to  have 
collected  more  than  its  share  of  disasters. 
While  there  is  no  single  answer  to  this 
question,  there  are  a  number  of  possible 
reasons. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  observa¬ 
tion  on  the  tragedies  of  this  region  goes 
back  to  the  age  of  sail.  The  first  Europeans 
to  reach  the  New  World  quickly  realized 
the  fastest  return  voyage  to  Europe  took 
them  with  the  Gulf  Stream  along  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Coast.  Unfortunately,  for  many  mari¬ 
ners,  the  Gulf  Stream  passes  very  close  to 
the  shifting  shoals  and  sands  off  North 
Carolina's  coast.  A  slight  miscalculation  in 
navigation  often  meant  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  successful  voyage  and  disaster. 

Storms  at  Sea 

Another  likely  cause  for  coastal  mis¬ 
adventure  was  the  unpredictability  of 
ocean  storms.  Those  who  commanded  the 
Spanish  treasure  fleets  of  the  16th  and  17th 


centuries  quickly  learned  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane  season  along  the  Atlantic  Coast 
from  August  through  October  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  adjust  their  return  voyages 
to  Spain  accordingly.  We  know  today 
that  there  is  no  season  along  these 
coastal  waters  that  is  perfectly  calm. 

In  fact,  many  of  the  coastal  sinkings 
have  occurred  during  winter  storms. 

The  tales  of  stranded  passengers  seen 
frozen  in  a  ship's  rigging  by  observers 
on  a  lonely  beach  a  a*  all  too  real  to  ig- 
noa\ 

This  concern  for  the  loss  of  life 
along  Atlantic  shores  — especially 
along  North  Carolina's  treacherous 
coast  — came  to  the  attention  of  the 
early  settlers  along  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  during  the  colonial  period. 
However,  it  wasn't  until  1801  that  any 
serious  governmental  attempt  was 
made  to  deal  with  the  significant  loss 
of  life  and  property  that  was  occur¬ 
ring.  In  1801  the  State  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  authorized  the  recruitment  of  lo¬ 
cal  residents  to  help  rescue  ship¬ 
wrecked  crews  and  passengers.  In  the  late 
1780s  the  federal  government  attempted  to 
alleviate  the  situation  by  undertaking  the 
building  and  maintenance  of  lighthouses. 
By  the  1820s  the  most  important  of  these 
had  been  erected:  Cape  Fear  at  the  south¬ 
ern  reaches,  Cape  Lookout,  Ocracoke  Inlet, 
and  Cape  Hatteras.  Others,  such  as  the 
Bodie  and  Currituck  lighthouses,  would  be 
added  later  but  this  was  a  serious  attempt 
to  stave  off  disaster. 

Final  Home  of  the  S.S.  Home 

While  the  success  of  rescuing  mari¬ 
ners  during  these  early  years  was  largely 
in  the  hands  of  private  persons,  them  were 
instances  when  local  politics  overshad¬ 
owed  the  accomplishment  or  failure  of  res¬ 


cue.  Nonetheless,  marine  tragedies  contin¬ 
ued  to  mount  along  the  Outer  Banks  while 
Congress  began  to  fund  the  various  life¬ 
saving  services  in  coastal  regions. 

One  of  the  worst  maritime  disasters 
took  place  in  early  October  1837  when  the 
new  steam  packet  the  Home  left  New  York 
bound  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Unknown  to  the  crew  and  passengers,  a 
violent  hurricane  later  called  "Racer's 
Storm"  had  formed  in  the  warm  waters  of 
the  Caribbean  and  was  literally  racing 
north  along  the  coast.  One  hundred  thirty 
passengers  and  crew  were  aboard  the 
Home  and  many  of  its  passengers  were 
wealthy  travelers. 

On  October  9,  the  S.S.  Home  ran  head 
on  into  the  hurricane  off  Ocracoke  Island. 
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Even  with  the  ship's  pumps  fully  opera¬ 
tional,  the  captain  was  forced  to  enlist  the 
help  of  both  men  and  women  passengers 
to  help  bail  the  ship.  But  this  proved  hope¬ 
less,  and  the  Home's  engines  were  eventu¬ 
ally  drowned  out  as  the  ship  was  driven 


hard  aground  while  huge  waves  pounded 
the  stranded  vessel  to  pieces.  A  search  for 
life  preservers  showed  only  two  of  these 
rescue  devices  aboard  the  entire  ship! 
While  shocked  villagers  watched  this  trag¬ 
edy  unfold  —  and  later  comforted  the  few 
who  made  it  to  shore  — some  90  persons 
perished  in  this  disaster.  Many  of  the  bod¬ 
ies  of  the  deceased,  to  the  horror  of 
Ocracoke  villagers,  were  strewn  along  the 
beaches  still  in  their  finery  and  jewels. 

Coastal  Improvements 

One  must  remember  that  most  of  the 
great  marine  disasters  actually  took  place 
in  sight  of  land  and  therefore  the  need  for 
rescue  stations  along  the  coast  was  becom¬ 
ing  urgent.  Unfortunately,  the  Civil  War 
created  havoc  along  the  coastal  waters  of 
North  Carolina  for  mariners  and  would-be 
rescuers. 

After  the  Civil  War's  end  and  during 
the  1870s  improvements  in  both  light¬ 
houses  and  lifesaving  stations  took  place 
as  Congress  created  the  United  States  Life¬ 
saving  Service.  During  1874  seven  lifesav¬ 
ing  stations  were  built  along  the  Outer 
Banks.  Eventually,  in  1884,  a  lifesaving  sta¬ 
tion  was  built  at  Cape  Fear.  By  the  1880s 
there  were  lifesaving  stations  located  every 
seven  miles  along  the  coast  from  Hatteras 
to  Cape  Henry,  Virginia. 


On  the  darkest  and  stormiest  of  nights 
it  was  the  surfman's  duty  to  patrol  the 
beaches  in  search  of  any  sign  of  a  wrecked 
vessel  or  vessel  in  distress.  Normally,  a 
surfman  from  one  station  would  meet  his 
counterpart  about  half  the  distance  from 
his  assigned  post.  To  insure  that 
the  surfman  had,  in  fact,  completed 
his  duty,  a  unique  check  system 
was  devised  whereby  a  token 
marked  with  the  number  of  one 
lifesaving  station  was  exchanged 
with  a  token  given  him  by  a 
surfman  from  the  nearest  station 
when  they  met  on  the  beach.  Upon 
the  surfman's  return  to  his  post  the 
token  was  turned  in  to  the  station's 
keeper  —  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
station  — and  the  time  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  condition  of  the  sea  and 
weather  were  noted. 

To  facilitate  efforts  to  rescue 
victims  of  stricken  vessels  the  surfman  had 
various  types  of  equipment  at  his  disposal. 
However,  two  pieces  of  equipment  stand 
out  for  their  usefulness  in  the  19th  and 
early  20th  centuries.  The  first  of  these  was 
the  surfboat,  a  double-ended,  often  self¬ 
bailing  boat  of  about  35  feet  in  length.  The 
crew  consisted  of  six  oarsmen  and  a  helms¬ 
man  (usually  the  keeper  of  the  station). 
The  second  most  useful  piece  of  equip¬ 
ment  proved  to  be  the  breeches  buoy.  The 
concept  behind  the  breeches 
buoy  was  to  fire  a  weighted 
line  from  a  small  cannon  so 
that  it  would  catch  on  the  rig¬ 
ging  or  other  part  of  a  stranded 
vessel.  A  buoy  ring  could  then 
be  sent  out  on  the  line  and  sur¬ 
vivors  could  be  brought  safely 
onto  the  beach.  Unfortunately, 
neither  the  surfboat  nor  the 
carts  that  carried  the  breeches 
buoy  equipment  were  easily 
transported  through  the  deep 
beach  sand.  In  the  beginning 
only  the  Herculean  efforts  of 
the  surfmen  themselves  was 
available  to  power  these  operations.  In 
time,  however,  the  use  of  horses  to  draw 
equipment  to  the  rescue  site  proved  to 
shorten  the  time  needed  for  rescue  efforts. 

Interestingly,  it  should  be  noted  that 


most  ships  that  ran  hard  aground  and 
eventually  succumbed  to  the  raging  sea 
did  so  over  a  period  of  time.  Lucky  it  was 
for  the  shipwrecked  that  this  was  the 
case  — otherwise  most  attempts  at  rescue 
would  have  failed.  In  fact,  some  vessels 
survived  more  than  a  day  or  two  before 
completely  breaking  up.  Naturally,  both 
the  condition  of  the  vessel  and  the  sea  at 
the  time  of  the  incident  could  determine 
the  final  outcome. 

The  Modern  Era 

In  1915  Congress  established  the 
United  States  Coast  Guard,  originally  oper¬ 
ating  under  the  Treasury  Department  (to¬ 
day  part  of  the  Department  of  Transporta¬ 
tion  except  during  times  of  war  when  it  be¬ 
comes  part  of  the  Navy).  While  originally  a 
successor  to  the  Revenue  Marine  service  es¬ 
tablished  in  1790,  the  new  Coast  Guard  ex¬ 
tended  its  duties  to  protect  the  lives  of  those 
who  made  a  living  at  sea.  Now,  members  of 
the  Life  Saving  Service  found  themselves  a 
part  of  a  more  formal  military  organiza¬ 
tion— if  they  chose  to  remain.  Most  did  re¬ 
main  as  the  benefits  far  outweighed  any  dis¬ 
advantages  that  might  be  encountered.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  efficiency  of  the  new  service  in¬ 
creased  and  it  was  especially  important 
during  WW1  and  WWII  when  American 
coastal  shipping  was  significantly  harassed 
by  the  enemy. 


Today,  with  the  use  of  the  Intracoastal 
Waterway  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  and  the 
use  of  powerful  internal  combustion  en¬ 
gines,  the  need  to  travel  near  dangerous 
coastal  waters  is  no  longer  necessary.  In- 


Chicamacomico  Life  Saving  Station  — the  only 
fully  restored  historic  station  on  the  Outer  Banks. 


The  remains  of  the  Laura  Barnes,  a  coastal  schooner 
which  lies  buried  in  the  shifting  sands  of  the  Outer  Banks. 
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creased  use  of  improved  electronic  naviga¬ 
tional  equipment  has  also  helped  to  lower 
the  casualties  to  ships. 

Nonetheless,  vigilance 
and  immediate  response 
to  a  ship  or  boat  in  dis¬ 
tress  is  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard  and  the 
Coast  Guard  Auxiliary 
which  has  education  as 
its  primary  responsibil¬ 
ity.  In  1990  Congress  chose 
to  honor  those'  men  and  women 
who  have  chosen  the  tireless  call  to 
duty  in  the  service  of  the  Coast  Guard 
by  authorizing  a  special  Bicentennial 
U.S.  Coast  Guard  medal.  The  obverse 
of  this  medal  depicts  a  late  19th-century 
rescue  boat  battling  a  stormy  sea  to  aid  a 
stranded  vessel.  The  scene  is  based  on  Otto 
Fischer's  painting  To  the  Rescue.  The  re¬ 
verse  of  the  medal  pictures  the  official 
Coast  Guard  Seal:  a  shield  of  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  United  States  with  the  motto 
"Semper  Paratus"  which  means  "Always 
Ready"  and  the  words,  "UNITED  STATES 


COAST  GUARD  1790"  superimposed  on 
two  crossed  anchors.  The  designer  of  the 
medal  was  Bryson  James  Gwinnell. 

While  visiting  the  Outer  Banks  re¬ 
cently,  the  author  had  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  the  New  Oregon  inlet 
Coast  Guard  station.  My  tour  of 
the  latest  47-foot  aluminum  res¬ 
cue  boat  with  900-horsepower 
engines  was  a  far  cry  from 
the  early  hand- 
launched  surf- 
boats.  This  is  a 
new-type  of 
vessel  as  there 
are  currently 
only  seven  such 
vessels  in  use  in 
U.S.  waters. 
Today,  as  many 
tourists  to  the  Outer 
Banks  and  coastal  North  Carolina  wander 
its  beautiful  beaches  — many  dream  of  the 
lost  treasures  lying  just  offshore  — others 
remember  the  precious  human  cargo  that 
was  saved  by  the  heroic  efforts  of  the 
surfman  who  braved  the  ocean  under  its 


worst  conditions.  The  descendants  of 
these  brave  men  can  still  be  found  living 
in  small  villages  along  these  once-lonely 
shores.  Family  names  such  as  Fulcher, 
Midgett,  Jennett,  and  Pugh  are  just  a  few 
of  the  many  who  were  heroes  of  a  bygone 
era. 
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The  time  is  1917,  and  the  location  is  Gold  Street  (wonder  where  the  name  was  derived  from)  in 
Wykoff,  Minnesota.  Signs  plastered  on  store  windows  advise  the  passerby  that  the  Ringling  Brothers 
Circus  will  be  performing  soon.  Now,  if  one  could  but  peek  in  the  cash  registers  of  the  many  busi¬ 
nesses,  we  wonder  if  any  191 6-D  Mercury  dimes  or  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  could  be 
found!  Things  like  this  are  interesting  to  contemplate. 
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We  offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  gold  coins 
from  dollars  through  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
been  carefully  selected  to  offer  a  combination  of  excel¬ 
lent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good  value 
for  the  price  we  ask. 

Gold  Dollars 

Our  fine  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  types:  Type  I,  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Type  II,  Small  Indian  Head  (1854- 
1856);  and  Type  III,  Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889). 
We  offer  attractive  Mint  State  and  pleasing  circulated 
coins,  plus  many  better  dates  within  the  series. 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 
pale  olive  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  of  Type 
I  gold  dollar  coinage.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  ..  1,595 


1851  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous, 
with  strong  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,595 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the  over¬ 
all  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 


ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 1,595 

1853  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1853  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  or¬ 
ange-gold  highlights  on  both  sides . 350 

1853  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1854  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  strong 


degree  of  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  date  of  the  design  type.  Fairly 
scarce  so  fine;  probably  at  least  several  dozen 

times  scarcer  than  the  year  before  it . 1,395 

1854  Type  I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  395 
1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  popular  variety.  As  we  go  to 
press  we  have  two  in  stock,  a  highly  unusual  situ¬ 


ation.  Buy  one  for  only . 1,350 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 895 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold 
surfaces.  The  fields  are  lightly  reflective. ...  1,350 

1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  example 
of  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just 
55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher . 2,395 


1855-0  EF-40  (ICG) . 695 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  year  of 
the  Type  II  design . 1,850 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  display  warm  rose 

iridescence.  A  pretty  coin  in  all  respects . 1,250 

1857-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A  warm  golden  example  of  an 
unsung  rarity  among  gold  dollar  issues,  a  date  that 
is  only  occasionally  offered  anywhere  in  AU;  in 
Mint  State,  the  date  is  a  tremendous  rarity. .  1,750 
There  is  a  little  story  behind  this  coin.  When  Dave  was 
gathering  photographs  for  his  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S. 
B  rother  Jonathan, "  he  checked  our  photographic  archives  for  an 
1857-S  gold  dollar,  a  part  of  the  extensive  series  of  coin 
illustrations  he  was  gathering  for  what  is  probably  the  most 
informative  treatment  ever  made  in  book  form  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint's  early  era.  Lo  and  behold!  We  didn't  have  a 
picture,  simply  because  all  of  the  1857-S  gold  dollars  we've 
sold  in  sales  in  the  past  decade  or  two  ha  ve  been  in  such  grades 
as  VF  and  EF,  and  thus  not  illustrated.  After  quite  a  bit  of 
diligent  searching,  Mark  Borckardt  bought  this  beauty,  which 
our  award-winning  staff  photographer  Doug  Plasencia 
q  uickly  snapped.  Now  we  are  pleased  to  offer  this  rarity  to  you. 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  coin,  one  that  gives  the 

initial  appearance  of  a  Proof.  The  fields  are  reflec¬ 
tive  and  the  devices  are  frosty,  imparting  a  strong 
cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  Pale  rose  irides¬ 
cence  completes  the  enchanting  picture . 1,495 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre 
grace  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  branch  mint  rar¬ 
ity.  From  a  mintage  of  just  15,000  pieces,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  which  no  doubt  found  their  way  into 
commerce  in  San  Francisco  during  the  boom- 
town  days  of  that  city . 2,195 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  .  1,150 

1862  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 515 

Famous  1870-S  Gold  $1  Rarity 


1870-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  coin  of  impeccable 
quality  where  the  assigned  grade  is  concerned. 
Lustrous  with  pale  olive  highlights.  Somewhat 
prooflike  in  appearance,  with  modest  cameo  con- 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA’S 

i  ALI  .YUAK 


Our  Next  Three  Coin  Shows 

June  3-6, 1999 

Long  Beach  Exposition 
Long  Beach,  CA 

August  10-15, 1999 

ANA  Exposition 
Chicago,  IL 

November  12-14, 1999 

Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Baltimore,  MD 


1999  Auction  Schedule 

August  9, 1999 

The  Rarities  Sale 
Chicago,  IL 


August  29-31, 1999 

Including  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 
New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

October  1-3, 1999 

The  Bass  Collection  -  Part  II 
New  York  City,  NY 

November  11-13, 1999 

Baltimore,  MD 
Now  accepting  consignments! 
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trast  present  on  botli  sides.  The  final  gold  dollar 
issue  from  San  Francisco  (or  any  other  branch 
mint)  in  the  gold  dollar  series.  A  rarity,  one  of 
only  3,000  (perhaps  as  few  as  2,000  were  actually 
struck)  examples  of  the  date  produced . 7,750 

Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  1871  Gold  $1 


1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  gem  pos¬ 
sessed  of  outstanding  aesthetic  and  physical  qual¬ 
ity.  Warm  golden  iridescence  crowns  the  satiny 
motifs  and  reflective  fields.  A  scarce  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue . 4,095 


Rare  Mint  State  1872  Gold  Si 


1872  MS-63  (NGC).  Rich  gold  and  rose  toning  on  lus 
trous  surfaces.  From  a  modest  mintage  of  just 
3,500  business  strikes,  and  scarce  in  all  grades  as 
a  result.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  grade . 2,550 

We  invite  you  to  become  acquainted  with  gold  dollars 
In  fact,  you  might  want  to  start  now  reading  all  you  can.  later 
this  year  and  in  2000  we  will  be  offering  many  wonderful  gold 
dollars  (and  other  gold  coins)  from  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  )r. 
Collection,  and  with  some  knowledge  gained  in  the  meantime, 
you'll  be  in  a  position  to  appreciate  the  offerings  as  they  occur. 


1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  A 
near-gem  gold  dollar  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal 

of  a  higher  grade . 1,595 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong 
lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  Die  line  on  Liberty's 
neck.  Choice  for  the  grade . 1,250 

Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  lovely 
olive  highlights.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of 


the  date,  and  fairly  scarce  as  such . 2,695 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 

lustre . 1,495 

1874  MS-64  (IVGS)  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near  gem 

with  pale  rose  toning . 1,495 

1874  MS-63  (PCX  ,S).  Brilliant .  1,150 

1881  VIS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  frosty. .  1,650 


Important  1887  Gold  Dollar 


1887  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem  gold  dollar  from 
the  declining  decade  of  the  denomination.  Highly 


United  States  Gold  Coins  [ 

An  Illustrated  History t 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Read  about  all  gold  coin  denominations  from 
the  gold  dollar  through  the  double  eagle,  plus 
the  various  mints  that  struck  gold  coins,  how 
they  were  made,  how  gold  coins  have  been  col¬ 
lected  over  the  years  and  more.  After  spending  a 
day  or  two  of  enjoyable  reading  with  this  beau¬ 
tiful  volume,  you  will  have  knowledge  to  match 
the  experts.  Indeed,  the  experts  often  use  this 
book  as  a  prime  information  source.  415  pages, 
profusely  illustrated  including  color  plates  from 
the  Eliasberg  collection. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  price 
$57.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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lustrous  and  nearly  fully  prooflike,  with  lovely 


rose  and  orange  toning  on  both  sides . 2,795 

1888  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  1,495 
1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


1889  MS-64  (NGC).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous 
example  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  se¬ 
ries.  Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overall  qual¬ 
ity.  A  grand  combination  of  quality  and 


value . 1,650 

1889  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,150 

1889  MS-62  Brilliant . 795 


Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold)  _ 

Quarter  eagles  in  this  Issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
range  from  the  desirable  1802/1  overdate  onward 
and  include  along  the  way  a  nice  selection  of  "types" 
as  well  as  scarce  issues  and  high-grade  pieces. 


Lustrous  180^1  Overdate  Quarter  Eagle 
Rare  Die  Marriage 


180^1  Breen-l  Rarity -6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  green¬ 
ish  gold  w  ith  considerable  lustre  and  slightly  re¬ 
flective  reverse  fields.  The  Breen-2  die  combination 
is  considered  an  important  rarity  among  variety 
specialists;  this  specimen  is  certainly  one  of  the 
finest  known  examples  of  this  elusive  die  com¬ 
bination.  Some  faint  planchet  adjustment 
marks,  as  struck,  are  noted  at  the  center  of  the 
reverse . 16,750 


Mint  State  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1807  B-la.  Raritv-3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
specimen  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course)  from  the  final  year  of  the  design  type 
(1796-1807).  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  motifs 
and  reflective  fields.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date, 
with  nearly  full  central  details  on  both  sides.  The 
most  "common"  date  of  the  design  type  owing 
to  its  "large"  mintage  of  6,812  pieces,  and  often 
included  in  gold  type  sets  as  a  result  of  its  rela¬ 
tive  availability.  However,  this  date  is  only  infre¬ 
quently  offered  in  Mint  State,  and  is  highly 


desirable  as  a  result . 23,500 

1837  EF-45  (NGC) . 595 

1843-0  Small  Date.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 350 
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Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre.  This 
scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  (29,814  pieces 
struck)  is  readily  available  in  VF  or  so,  but  is  a  rar¬ 
ity  of  some  note  in  Mint  State.  We  don't  recall  the 
last  time  we  were  able  to  offer  an  Uncirculated 
example  of  the  date . 5,350 

Regarding  the  rarity  of  the  1847  quarter  eagle  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  it  is  worth  noting  that  PCGS  has  certified  just  10  examples 
of  this  date  in  Mint  State,  the  highest  graded  being  MS-63. 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 695 

Memorable  Mint  State  1860-S  $2.50 


1860-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful,  rare,  and 
quite  memorable  Mint  State  specimen  of  an  issue 
that,  when  seen,  is  usually  encountered  in  such 
grades  as  VF  and  EF.  There  were  no  quarter  eagles 
of  any  kind  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  potential  or 
other  sources  for  additional  specimens.  Purchased 
as  we  go  to  press.  A  find  for  the  specialist. ...  5,050 


1862  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 770 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Low-Mintage  1881  Quarter  Eagle 


one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  among  Liberty 
Head  quarter  eagles.  Only  691  coins  were  struck! 
Seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  Just  purchased  as  we 


go  to  press! . 5,495 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1889  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 308 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance,  with 
modest  cameo  contrast  between  the  fields  and 
devices.  Sharply  struck  and  very  appealing  over¬ 
all . 2,195 


1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. .  1,450 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  deep  gold 

at  the  rims . 1,450 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

Gem  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  if  you 
are  not  mathematically  inclined).  Not  a  rarity, 
even  in  MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece 
for  a  first-class  type  set.  Purchased  as  we  go  to 


press . 2,450 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 


1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  1,293 


Satiny  MS-65  1903  $2.50 


1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  intense 
honey  gold  lustre  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  lovely, 
nearly  flawless  gem . 2,795 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  brilliant  with  strong 

cartwheel  lustre . 1,395 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. ..  1,450 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  surfaces  display 

lively  rose  toning  on  the  high  points.  Sharply 
struck . 1,395 

1906  MS-63.  Brilliant . 995 

Gem  Mint  State  1907  $2.50 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  specimen 
of  the  date . 2,495 


1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  from  the  final  year 
of  the  design  type.  Warm  orange  highlights  adorn 
frosty  and  lustrous  surfaces . 2,495 


Planning  Ahead! 


SCOTT  TRAVERS,  who  for  some  time 
has  been  on  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and 
currently  is  vice  president,  secured 
enough  nominations  to  be  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  president  in  the  forthcoming 
election.  However,  a  current  news  release 
stated  that  rather  than  throw  his  hat  in  the 
ring  this  year,  he  has  done  something  that, 
to  our  knowledge,  no  one  has  ever  done 
before  in  the  history  of  ANA  elections  — he 
has  announced  his  candidacy  for  four  years 
from  now!  His  news  release  noted  in  part: 

Scott  A.  Travers,  current  vice  president 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
intends  to  run  for  president  — but  not  this 
year.  Citing  exceptionally  heavy  book-writ¬ 
ing  obligations,  as  well  as  business  and  per¬ 
sonal  commitments,  the  New  York  City  coin 
dealer,  author,  and  consumer  advocate  said 
he  is  deferring  his  candidacy  until  2003  and 


will  not  seek  elective  ANA  office  this  year. 

"We  are  seeing  tremendous  new  inter¬ 
est  in  coins  among  the  American  public," 
Travers  noted.  "The  50-state  Washington 
quarter  circulating  commemorative  coin 
program  and  preparations  for  the  new  dol¬ 
lar  coin  have  generated  extensive  coverage 
in  the  media,  and  this  gives  us  a  once-in-a- 
lifetime  chance  to  attract  new  collectors. 

"There  is  a  compelling  need  for  con¬ 
sumer-oriented  books,  articles,  and  com¬ 
puter  software  products  to  channel  this 
enthusiasm  and  convert  it  from  mere  curi¬ 
osity  into  real  commitment.  I  believe  that  I 
can  best  serve  our  hobby  by  using  my  com¬ 
munication  skills  and  my  extensive  con¬ 
tacts  in  the  publishing  and  media  worlds  to 
help  recruit  this  vast  potential  army  of  new 
collectors...." 

Now,  this  is  what  you  call  planning 
ahead! 
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The  final  year  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  Liberty  I  lead  or 
Coronet  design.  First  introduced  in  1840,  this  became  the 
longest-used  motif,  without  a  major  change,  in  American 
coinage  history. 

What  may  be  either  a  die  chip  or  the  remnants  of 
another  numeral  can  be  seen  within  the  0  in  the  date. 


1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1907  MS-63  (PCX  !S).  Brilliant . 1,095 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the 
first  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  unique  incused 
Indian  Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are 
sunken  into  the  coin  rather  than  raised  above 
the  surface,  as  in  virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin 
design  types . 3,695 

1908  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1908  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  995 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  orange-gold  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  attractive  lustre . 1,595 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 355 

1911-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  surfaces  A 
lustrous  example  of  the  rarest  quarter  eagle  issue 
of  this  century.  A  perennial  favorite.  We  know 
you  will  be  pleased  with  the  quality! . 1,850 


1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1914  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Fairly 

scarce  in  Mint  State . 425 

1915  MS-63  (NG(  i  Brilliant  950 


Lustrous  1925-1)  $2.50 
Gem  Mint  State-65 


1925-1)  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lu^ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coin.  I  he  final 
branch  mint  issue  of  the  denomination  (1796- 

1929) . 3, 650 

1925-1)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
splash  of  pale  rose  toning.  A  nice  coin  for  the 

grade . 695 

1925-1)  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

Gem  Mint  State  1927  $2.50 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satinv  gem  with  lively  olive 

lustre  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  attractive,  and 
certainly  worthy  of  the  gem  designation.  Guaran¬ 
teed  to  please! . 3,350 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostlv 

brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 875 

1928  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1929  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1929  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 


Buyer's  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

This  book  will  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to 
anyone  interested  in  American  gold  coins.  De¬ 
scribes  each  type  of  United  States  gold  coin 
from  1795  onward.  A  highly  useful  book  for  the 
gold  enthusiast.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350.  List  price 
$12.95.  I  lardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-351.  List 
price  $19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


Three-Dollar  Gold 


Attractive  Uncirculated  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  attractive  honey 
gold  lustre.  From  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS 
in  small  letters . 3,550 

The  i»ues  of  1855-1889  are  from  a  reverse  die  that 
differs  slightly  from  that  used  in  1854.  Chief  among  the  differ¬ 
ences  is  the  size  of  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse.  The 
18>t-dated  pieces  all  have  that  word  in  small  letters,  while  the 
later  dates.  1855-1889,  all  display  DOLLARS  in  a  noticeably 
larger  size 


Mint  State  1854  S3 


1854  MS-61  (NGC l  A  loveh  sharp,  lustrous  coin.  All 
you  could  desire  at  the  MS-61  level.  Ideal  for  a 
type  set.  Just  purchased . 2,695 


Gold  Coins  as  Gifts  in  190 1 

Proceedings  108,  recently  issued  by 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 
contained  an  article  bv  P.A.M.  Taylor 
"Routines  of  Upper-class  Life  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  1887-1919.  Two  Women  Diarists." 
One  of  the  ladies  concerned,  Georgina 
Lowell,  revealed  in  her  diary  that: 

Weddings  and  Christmas  were  some¬ 
time's  marked  bv  more  substantial  gifts, 
often  hxiks,  sometimes  silver,  sometimes 
$10  or  S20  gold  coins.  For  Christmas  1901 
some  of  her  presents  went  bv  express,  oth¬ 
ers  called  for  long  cab  drives  to  deliver. 

In  keeping  with  much  in  print  con¬ 
cerning  coins,  but  not  published  in  nu¬ 
mismatic  circles,  we  learn  no  more 
about  the  $10  and  $20  pieces  involved. 
Presumably,  they  were  obtained  from 
a  local  bank  or  other  sources  and  did 
not  represent  specialties  made  for  col¬ 
lectors  (such  as  Proofs). 
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The  Latest  News  About  Jim  Ruddy 

And  other  musings  from  your  editor 


Our  favorite  picture  of  Jim  Ruddy,  shown  at  the  counter  in  his  General  Store  Museum  which 
he  donated  to  the  city  of  Palm  Springs,  California. 


Cheerios 

Constant  readers  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  know  Jim  Ruddy  well,  for  we  often 
mention  him.  Jim  was  our  business  partner 
for  a  long  time,  beginning  on  April  15, 1958 
with  the  formation  of  Empire  Coin  Co., 
Inc.,  and  concluding  with  his  retirement  in 
1977,  by  which  time  our  company  was  a 
division  of  General  Mills,  Inc. 

Permit  your  editor  to  ramble: 

The  latter  connection  was  during  the 
conglomerate  days  of  General  Mills,  known 
primarily  for  its  cereals,  but  at  that  time  the 
owner  of  many  other  leading  businesses  — 
dozens  of  them  in  fact  — including  Parker 
Brothers  Games,  Eddie  Bauer  sporting 
goods,  Talbots  (clothing),  Monet  jewelry, 
Kenner  (toys),  H.E.  Harris  &  Co.  (the 
world's  largest  stamp  dealer),  Izod  (cloth¬ 
ing,  with  a  little  "alligator"  sewn  near  the 
pockets  of  its  shirts),  and  more. 

The  General  Mills  connection  came 
about  in  1974  when  Fletcher  Waller,  of 
General  Mills,  was  in  charge  of  investigat¬ 
ing  new  business  opportunities.  The  com¬ 
pany  desired  to  become  a  factor  in  the  rare 
coin  market,  following  successes  with 
other  "hobby"  businesses  including  Parker 
Brothers,  Harris,  and  Kenner.  Following 
the  best  corporate  tradition,  they  commis¬ 
sioned  an  independent  survey  of  the  rare 
coin  dealers  in  America.  This  was  done  in- 
person  by  interviewers  at  one  or  more  con¬ 
ventions.  A  list  of  questions  included: 

"If  you  were  buying  a  coin,  in  which 
company  would  you  place  the  most  confi¬ 
dence?" 

"If  you  were  selling  your  collection,  to 
which  company  would  you  sell  or  con- 
sign? 

General  Mills  approached  us  with  the 
news  of  the  survey  (we  were  not  aware 
that  any  survey  was  being  conducted)  and 
stated  that  our  company  was  far  and  away 


Number  1  in  the  response  of  those  who 
participated.  Thus,  our  company  was  a 
"must  have"  acquisition! 

The  relationship  with  General  Mills 
lasted  for  a  long  time,  until  early  1983,  by 
which  time  its  corporate  directions  had 
done  a  180°  turnabout,  and  virtually  all  of 
its  non-food  divisions  were  sold  (later,  they 
all  were).  To  make  a  long  and  quite  inter¬ 
esting  story  short,  your  editor  and  Ray  Me- 
rena  acquired  the  desired  assets  of  the 
company,  and  the  present  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries  is  the  result. 

By  the  way,  the  officers  and  staff  at 
General  Mills,  headquartered  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  included  some  of  the  finest  people  1 


have  ever  met.  Every  corporate  decision 
was  made  with  great  awareness  of  their 
customers  and  employees,  and  in  many 
conversations  I  do  not  recall  ever  hearing 
any  comment  such  as,  "What  can  we  do  to 
increase  the  price  of  our  common  stock?"  A 
fine  company,  this.  Just  yesterday  1  bought 
a  box  of  their  Cheerios  and  every  so  often  I 
cash  a  stock  dividend  check. 

Jim  Ruddy 

In  his  retirement,  Jim  has  done  many 
things,  including  achieving  prominence  in 
the  field  of  autograph  letters  and  docu¬ 
ments  (as  a  collector,  not  a  dealer),  being 
an  officer  in  the  Manuscript  Society,  and 
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The  Latest  News  About  Jim  Ruddy 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


donating  his  vast  reference  library  to  the 
Society  for  use  in  research.  He  is  also  a 
benefactor  of  the  city  of  Palm  Springs,  in 
California,  and  donated  to  the  city  a  mu¬ 
seum  which  is  next  to  the  City  1  fall,  which, 
in  the  style  that  Henry  Ford  might  do  in 
Deerfield  Village,  set  up  a  large  and  well- 
stocked  general  store  from  the  era  of  the 
1930s,  a  trip  to  the  past. 

Fast  forward  to  April  1999,  this  being 
last  month.  Jim  and  his  w  ife  Sue  consigned 
to  auction  their  fantastic  collection  of  auto¬ 
graphs  and  letters  by  famous  artists.  The 
venue  was  K.M.  Smythe  &  Co.,  the  New 
York  firm  that  is  well  known  in  "paper" 
items  (such  as  paper  money,  prints,  stock 
certificates,  and  autographs)  and  is  lucky 
enough  to  have  on  its  staff  such  famous 
numismatic  researchers  as  Dr.  Douglas  B. 
Ball  and  Martin  Gengerke.  However,  this 
was  not  a  numismatic  sale,  but  an  auto¬ 
graph  sale,  and  we  presume  it  was  cata¬ 
logued  by  James  Lowe  (whom  we  have 
never  met),  who  is  listed  as  "autograph 
expert"  on  the  title  page. 

In  a  biography  of  Jim  in  the  front  of 
the  catalogue,  this  sentence  is  included: 

"He  operated  a  very  successful  coin 
business  with  his  long-time  friend  and 
partner,  Dave  Bowers.  In  fact,  the  name 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  conjures  up 
the  golden  age  of  coin  collecting." 

Numismatically-Related  Artists 

Although  this  was  not  a  collection  of 
numismatic  autographs,  and  the  fields  of 
coins  and  coin  designs  were  not  mentioned 
in  the  descriptions,  a  few  of  them  had  nu¬ 
mismatic  connections,  which  we  mention 
herewith  (adding  our  own  brief  comments): 

Thomas  Crawford:  Sculptor  and  artist  re¬ 
membered  for  the  figure  of  Liberty  atop  the 
United  States  Capitol  building,  an  image  widely 
reproduced  including  on  Legal  Tender  currency 
and  in  the  modem  era,  on  commemoratives. 

Peter  Max:  In  1983  the  auction  firm  of 
Kagin's  commissioned  Peter  Max  to  design  a 
catalogue  cover  and  also  to  create  prints  for  a 
separate  sale.  The  topic  was  borrowed  from  the 
past,  the  image  of  Miss  Liberty  taken  from  the 
1921  Peace  dollar. 

Maxfield  Parrish:  Resident  of  Cornish, 
New  Hampshire,  and  a  good  friend  of  noted 
sculptor  and  coin  designer  (1907  $10  and  $20) 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  About  20  years  ago, 
his  son,  Maxfield  Parrish,  Jr.,  consigned  to  one 
of  our  sales  the  specimen  of  Saint-Gaudens' 
beautiful  MCMVII  $20  that  had  been  given  to 
his  father  by  the  Saint-Gaudens  family.  The 
more  things  change,  the  more  they  are  the  same, 
it  has  been  said.  And,  with  this  in  mind  we  can¬ 
not  help  but  quote  Maxfield  Parrish's  reflection 
on  the  American  scene  in  a  letter  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  23,  1933,  and  sold  in  the  sale  of  the  Ruddy 
Collection: 

"1  live  away  off  here  in  the  hills  of 
New  1  lampshire  the  year  round;  rarely 
go  near  a  city  if  1  can  help  it,  and  conse¬ 
quently  see  very  few  people.  So  that  I  am 
in  a  poor  position  to  judge  whether  we 
arc*  drifting  towards  lower  ideals  or  to¬ 
wards  a  spiritual  awakening.  I  dare  say 
ideals  and  conduct  are  just  'different' 
from  one  generation  to  another;  whether 
or  not  they  are  better  or  worse,  or  are 
becoming  so,  I  would  hardly  dare  to  risk 
an  opinion. 

"Maybe  all  this  is  like  our  youth  to¬ 
day;  just  'different'  from  the  youth  of 
other  days;  many  condemning  them, 
many  standing  up  for  them.  Certainly 
this  is  a  day  in  which  everything  is  ex¬ 
ploited,  and  as  crime  is  conceded  to 
make  better  news  than  virtue,  we  have  it 
featured  to  an  extent  which  makes  one 
well  nigh  believe  it  is  a  national  charac¬ 
teristic.  It  is  something  like  so-called 
'Modernistic  Art,'  in  spite  of  its  ugliness 
it  is  written  up  so  that  it  blinds  one  to  the 
fact  that  deep  down  underneath  runs  a 
quiet  current  of  the  search  for  beauty,  as 
it  ever  was. 

"You  rarely  hear  of  the  best  people 
of  the  world.  In  these  days  the  sinners 
have  the  front  page,  and  you  soon  fall 
into  the  belief  that  they  are  in  the  major¬ 
ity.  In  every  age  then*  were  always  people 
who  claimed  humanity  was  going  to  the 
devil.  They  dug  up  a  clay  tablet  the  other 
day  in  the  excavations  of  the  ancient  city 
of  Ur,  and  on  it  was  inscribed  the  state¬ 
ment  that  youth  was  going  to  the  devil. 
Some  of  Washington's  comments  on  the 
financial  situation  of  the  day  apply  word 
for  word  to  our  own  troubles  now.  So  I 
wonder,  and  realize  it  is  well  nigh  impos¬ 
sible  to  get  off  far  enough  to  see  an  age  in 
its  entirety,  and  judge  of  it." 


Charles  Willson  Peale:  Philadelphia  mu¬ 
seum  owner  who  named  his  sons  after  famous 
artists  and  philosophers  (Rembrandt,  Titian, 
Franklin).  Issuer  of  tokens  of  admission  for 
Peale' s  Museum  (branches  of  which  were  main¬ 
tained  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  New 
York).  Very  peripherally  connected  with 
Fdmund  Roberts  in  1827  (as  will  be  mentioned 
in  a  book  your  editor  is  doing  about  Edmund 
Roberts  and  the  famous  1804  silver  dollar  rari¬ 
ties). 

Rembrandt  Peale:  Philadelphia  artist 
whose  family  was  well  known  in  that  field.  In 
1795  he  painted  a  portrait  of  Washington  from 
life,  an  image  that  became  the  prototype  for 
later  efforts  and  reproductions.  On  June  23, 
1860,  he  wrote  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  to  thank  him  for  the  gift  of  Snowden's 
fine  book.  National  Medals  of  Washington  (as 
Peale  described  the  title). 

Thomas  Sully:  Some  of  his  sketches  were 
employed  by  Christian  Gobrecht  in  1835-6  dur¬ 
ing  the  creation  of  the  famous  1836  Gobrecht 
Flying  Eagle  dollar. 

John  Trumbull:  Famous  artist  whose 
scene  of  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  is  found  on  the  latest  (1976)  S2  bills 
and  other  currency.  Designer  of  the  beautiful 
and  rare  1796-dated  Washington  "Seasons" 
medals,  examples  of  which  were  distributed  to 
Indians  by  Lewis  and  Clark  in  their  1804-1806 
expedition. 


"Class  Act" 

The  following  is  from  /.  G.,  a  Mis¬ 
souri  client: 

"Thank  you  for  your  class  act 
publication,  the  Rare  Coin  Reihew.  I 
experienced  sticker  shock  at  the 
price  of  certain  high-grade  coins, 
which  are  often  priced  far  higher 
than  worn  ones,  but  by  reading  I 
now  have  a  different  perspective  on 
the  pricing  structure. 

"From  everything  I  am  able  to 
see,  your  quality  matches  what  you 
say  it  is.  With  over  125  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Reiheu'  behind  you,  1  can 
see  how  you  and  the  staff  have  had 
so  much  experience  in  the  coin  busi¬ 
ness.  My  last  order  was  great.  Keep 
up  the  good  work!" 
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1854  AU-58 . 1,295 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  re¬ 
main  on  the  pleasing  golden  surfaces . 1,295 


1855  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  warm 
honey  gold  toning  and  strong  lustre.  A  nice  coin 

for  the  grade,  and  a  good  value  overall . 2,350 

1855  AU-55  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,155 

1855-S  VF-20.  Free  of  all  but  a  few  tiny  marks,  and 
pleasing  for  the  grade  as  such.  A  low-mintage 
(6,000  pieces)  branch  mint  issue,  the  first  in  the 

series  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint . 1,095 

1866  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  reflective  fields 
and  frosty  devices.  Warm  orange  toning  graces 

both  sides . 1,595 

1874  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
modicum  of  cameo  contrast  on  reflective  sur¬ 
faces . 1,350 


Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 
lustre  and  a  whisper  of  pale  rose  toning  on  both 
sides.  A  lovely  representative  example  of  the  date 
and  design  type . 3,795 


1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 


Landmark  1881  $3 


1881  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  remarkable  coin,  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  among  all  19th-cen¬ 
tury  American  gold  coins;  only  691  were  struck. 
Purchased  just  before  the  editorial  deadline  for 
this  issue.  You  have  first  chance  for  just . 4,450 

Half  Eagles 


Popular  1803/2  Overdate  $5 


1803/2  Breen-2d.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing 
yellow  gold.  Lustrous  reflective  surfaces  offer  the 
visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Free  of  all  but  a 
few  trivial  marks.  Nicely  struck,  particularly  at 
the  reverse  center,  where  the  eagle  shows  strong 
feather  details.  Overdate  plainly  evident  under 
low  magnification.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the  assigned 
grade,  and  a  good  value  as  such . 6,995 


at  start . . . 


the  book 

Kv7  a  ap  f 

before  w 
M  the  coin! 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
King  of  Coins 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  printing.  A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his 
equally  fascinating  collection  which,  when  sold, 
realized  $44  million!  Recipient  of  the  “Book  of 
the  Year  Award.”  You  must  have  this  book  in 
your  library.  176  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146a.  List  price 
$62.50. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


Lustrous  1803/2  Half  Eagle 


1803/2  B-lb.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  of  a 
popular  overdate-only  issue;  all  1803  half  eagles 
are  overdates.  Attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
Few  marks  of  any  note  are  present,  none  of  which 
can  be  seen  without  magnification.  The  fields  are 
somewhat  prooflike,  which  adds  to  the  overall 
appeal  of  the  coin.  A  very  outstanding  example  of 
an  AU-55  coin . 4,195 

Much  of  the  mintage  of  this  date  is  believed  to  have 
been  coined  in  1804,  in  effect  giving  us  a  die  dated  1802,  later 
over-dated  1803,  and  used  in  1804. 


Mint  State  1813  $5  Gold 


1813  B-la.  MS-62  (NGC)  Lustrous  honey  gold  sur¬ 
faces  show  pleasing  cartwheel  lustre.  One  of  very 
few  dates  in  the  Capped  Head  Left  half  eagle  se¬ 
ries  (1813-34)  that  appears  with  any  frequency  in 
numismatic  circles  (the  other  dates  being,  for  the 
most  part,  great  rarities).  Because  of  its  availabil¬ 
ity,  this  date  is  often  chosen  for  inclusion  in  ad¬ 
vanced  gold  type  sets.  Why  not  include  this  lovely 
specimen  in  your  cabinet? . 9,350 

Mint  State  1823  $5  Rarity 


1823  B-la.  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Mint  State  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  coin,  a  date  of  which  we  have 
an  example  only  every  few  years  or  so.  The 
present  example  is  nicely  struck,  lustrous,  and 


beautiful . 18,500 

1837  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,225 

1837  B-6512.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 450 


1840  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  Christian 
Gobrecht's  Liberty  or  Coronet  design  type.  Earlv 
Coronet  gold  is  experiencing  a  resurgence  in 
popularity.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  this  example 
for  your  numismatic  consideration . 1,495 
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1840  EF-45  (PCGS) . 595 

1844  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 .  995 

1848  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 1,050 

1851  AU-55  (NGC) .  195 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  $5 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  orange-gold  specimen 
with  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  a  network  of  cracks 
connecting  the  date  and  the  stars  on  the  left  of  the 
coin.  It  isn't  often  that  we  can  offer  high-quality 
specimens  of  early  Coronet  gold  coinage  in  any 
denomination.  Accordingly,  we  are  justifiably 
proud  to  offer  this  choice  Mint  State  half  eagle  for 

your  consideration . 12,500 

1856-S  Breen-6626,  Medium  S.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Plenty  of  lustre  and  rich  orange  toning  make  for 
an  attractive  coin  overall.  Much  rarer  than  its 
moderately  sizable  mintage  (105,100  pieces)  in¬ 
dicates.  Seldom  offered  above  EF,  and  important 


as  such . 1,395 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  \u 


Important  1873-S  Half  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity  Coin 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  and 
strong  lustre  make  for  a  visually  appealing  treat. 
Factor  in  the  rarity  of  the  date  (just  31, (XX)  pieces 
were  struck)  in  grades  above  EF,  and  "winner" 
comes  instantly  to  mind  where  this  specimen  is 
concerned.  A  great  opportunity . 4,695 


1876-CC  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


1876-CC  EF-40  (NGC).  Warm  orange-gold  toning  on 
lightly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prized  rarity  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint;  only  6,887  examples  of  the 
date  were  coined,  the  lowest  mintage  figure  for 
any  half  eagle  from  that  facility.  Nearly  always 
seen  at  VF  or  lower,  with  EF  and  finer  specimens 


(such  as  this)  of  high  importance  to  half  eagle 


specialists . 4,950 

1878  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


Choice  Mint  State  1880  $5 


1880  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 
near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 


toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 3,195 

1881/1)  AU-55  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate  1,095 
1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  .  125 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  975 

1882- C  X.  U  -50  (N<  IC  )  Brilliant 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  995 


Lustrous  1883-CC  Rarity 


1883-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen.  One  of 
the  many  coins  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  3,150 


1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1886  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 


Classic  1887  $5  Rarity 
A  Proof-Only  Issue 


1887  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Rich  orange-gold  highlights 
grace  the  reflective  fields  and  frosted  design  mo¬ 
tifs  Just  87  Proofs  of  this  date  were  struck,  with  no 
attendant  business  strikes.  I  ightly  (but  not  too 
noticeably)  mishandled  long  ago,  hence  the  as¬ 
signed  grade.  Nonetheless,  this  rarity  holds  up 
well  under  close  scrutiny.  Where  else  will  you 


find  another? . 19,950 

1888-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  and 


Add  our  great  rooks 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


lustrous  coin.  Just  purchased! . 1,750 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 675 

1891-CC  AU-58  (NGC) . 595 


Brilliant  1892-CC  $5 


1892- CC  Breen-6750,  Kepunched  mintmark.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a  blush  of  pale 
olive  toning.  A  popular  issue  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint,  especially  in  Mint  State.  Second  C  in 
the*  mintmark  plainly  repunched;  Breen  called  this 
variety  "Very  rare."  An  appealing  coin  overall, 
with  the  added  attraction  of  being  a  "better"  va¬ 
riety . 3,095 

1893- CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A  prettv  coin  with  warm  or¬ 
ange-gold  toning  highlights  Moderately  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  frosted  design  motifs  form  a 
pleasing  cameo  appearance.  Choice  for  the 


grade . 875 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 965 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Bnlliant . 465 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satinv  and  bnlliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course').  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality  rhis  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 

is  all  about! . 6,500 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 965 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1901- O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Interesting 

"overmintmark"  variety.  We  do  not  recall  ever 
having  offered  one  before! . 1,050 

1902- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1903  S5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  sat¬ 
iny  orange-gold  surfaces.  Exceptionally  nice 
within  the  grade,  a  “gem"  if  you  will.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  a  finer  looking  MS-64  Liberty  half 
eagle  of  any  date . 2,350 
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1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1903-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 965 

1903- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 855 

1904- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Very  scarce  and  quite  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such . 695 


Our  attention  was  first  called  to  the  rarity  of  the  1904- 
S  by  an  expanded  description  in  one  of  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Co.  sales  of  the  1950s.  At  the  time  your  then-teenaged  editor 
devoured  every  word  that  New  Netherlands  published,  and 
regretted  that  their  catalogues  were  so  infrequently  issued. 
Just  about  everyone  thought  1904-S  was  a  common  date,  and 
without  checking  (the  deadline  for  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
beckons!)  we  recall  that  it  listed  for  little  if  any  more  than  a 
common  date  in  the  Guide  Book.  Our  interest  piqued,  we 
thought  for  sure  we  could  quickly  buy  a  handful  of  1904-S  $5 
coins,  including  Mint  State  pieces,  but  after  some  effort  we 


could  not  track  down  a  single  coin  in  any  grade! 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . . . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1906  MS-63  (NGC) . 915 

1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 

satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 1,995 

1906-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1906-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 259 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1908  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 


Lovely  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  satiny  Indian  half 
eagle  with  honey  gold  highlights  on  smooth 


matte-like  surfaces.  A  good  value  for  the  quality 
received . 3,950 


Rare  Mint  State  1909-S  $5 


1909-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Half 
eagles  of  this  date  and  mint  are  plentiful  in  circu¬ 
lated  grades  but  emerge  as  scarcities  in  Mint  State. 
Another  find  from  our  recent  buying  efforts,  this 


one  secured  just  prior  to  our  last  trip . 2,350 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1911- D  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,350 

1911-D  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 549 


Gorgeous  1913  Indian  $5 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  strong  mint  lustre  and  attractive  olive  toning 
highlights.  Here  is  a  grand  opportunity  for  the 
type  collector  and  half  eagle  specialist  alike.  Dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  so  fine . 5,395 

More  so  than  any  other  20th-century  gold  design  type, 
designer  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  incused  Indian  Head  half  eagles 
(and  quarter  eagles)  are  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  grades 
above  MS-63. 


1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,850 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  al  a  long  distance 
by  the  1908  Philadelphia  issue  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom 
seen. 

$10  Gold  Eagles 

Among  $10  gold  coins  are  many  pieces  suitable 
for  a  type  set  and  some  rarities  that  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector  will  appreciate.  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in 
our  stock. 


Lovely  1799  Eagle 
Large  Obverse  Stars 


1799  Breen-5G.  AU-50.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces 
with  honey  gold  highlights  at  the  rims.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  the  date  and  denomination.  The 
fields  are  moderately  prooflike.  Well  centered, 
nicely  struck,  and  basically  devoid  of  all  but  a  few 
minor  marks.  Try  as  we  might,  we  are  only  occa¬ 
sionally  able  to  purchase  early  eagles  of  this  qual¬ 
ity.  Once  offered  to  our  discriminating  customers, 
these  early  pieces  invariably  disappear  from  stock 
quickly.  We  suspect  this  beauty  will  follow  past 
trends  and  sell  quickly  to  the  first  caller.  ...  6,450 

1845-0  EF-40  (ICG).  Brilliant . 770 

1848-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1850  Small  Date.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  fair 

amount  of  lustre  remaining . 1,395 

The  date  numerals  on  this  rare  variety  were  punched 
using  devices  intended  for  half  eagles  of  the  same  date. 

1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1855  AU-55  (ICG) . 1,295 


1855-S  EF-40.  Warm  honey  gold  surfaces  display  a 
grand  amount  of  lustre  for  the  grade.  Rare,  just 
9,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck.  Very  rare 
at  EF,  above  that  grade  the  phrase  prohibitively  rare 
pops  to  mind.  A  splendid  opportunity  and  a  great 
value  for  the  advanced  eagle  specialist  (or,  to  the 
beginner  in  the  series— why  not  start  your  collec¬ 
tion  with  an  important  rarity?) . 2,195 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

by  Douglas  Winter 

This  “new”  Charlotte  book  is  based  on  re¬ 
search  and  observations  Doug  Winter  has  com¬ 
piled  since  we  published  his  first  book  on  the 
subject  in  1987.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings,  informa¬ 
tion  about  strike,  surfaces,  lustre,  die  varieties, 
and  Condition  Census  are  given  for  each  issue. 
220  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  price 
$35.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1860  EF-40  (ICG) . 775 

1871 -CC  F-15  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  orange,  more  at¬ 
tractive  than  the  assigned  grade  implies.  A  highly 
collectable  rarity  in  all  grades,  one  of  only  8,085 
examples  of  the  date  minted.  We  are  delighted  to 
offer  this  early  Carson  City  eagle  rarity  for  your 
consideration . 1,750 

The  method  of  distribution  seems  to  have  been  differ¬ 
ent  for  Carson  City  Mint  gold  coins  of  1870  and  1871,  accentu¬ 
ating  their  rarity;  this  aspect  being  in  addition  to  their  low 


mintages. 

1881  MS-61  (I’CGS).  Brilliant . 410 

1881-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 


Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  $10 


1887- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a 

hint  of  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides . 2,995 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 475 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  and  mod¬ 
erately  prooflike  with  attractive  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 1,450 

1892-0  MS-60  (PCGS) . 435 

1894- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1896- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  rela¬ 
tively  high  grade . 1,025 

1897- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 489 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1900- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 

attractive  olive  iridescence . 1,365 

1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906- D  MS-63  (PC( .S).  Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 995 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PC  ( IS)  Brilliant 

1907- S  Liberty  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1908- D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC).  Check  the  mint- 

mark  location  on  this  (and  all  others  of  the  vari¬ 
ety;  it  is  way  out  in  left  field  —  reo/Zy/) . 679 

1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  995 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC  ) .  665 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1911  MS-61  (NGC  ) .  615 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Superb  cartwheel  lustre  on  bril¬ 
liant  satiny  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade.  1,295 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1913  VF-25  (PCGS) . 385 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  A  satiny  swirl 

of  pale  sky  blue  mingles  with  flashy  golden  or¬ 
ange  toning.  A  beauty  for  the  grade! . 1,595 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS) 


Gem  1926  $10  Gold 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS)  A  beautiful  gem  example  of  the 
date  and  type,  highly  lustrous  and  lavishly  toned 
in  pale  sky  blue  and  iridescent  rose.  Choice  for  the 
grade;  we  wish  we  had  a  half  dozen  more  just  like 

this  one1  . 5,695 

1926  MS-64  (PC  C  .S)  Brilliant  with  intense1  cartwheel 
lustre  A  satiny  Indian  eagle  with  the  overall  ap¬ 
peal  of  a  higher  grade . 1,995 

Nozv,  be  sure 
to  dress  properly... 

Time  was  when  required  dealer 
dress  at  a  convention  was  a  shirt  and 
tie,  although  there  were  a  few  excep¬ 
tions  here  and  there.  At  meetings  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  made  over  the  years  to 
maintain  the  shirt  and  tie  tradition, 
which,  so  far  as  we  know  is  still  being 
done  — or  at  least  the  request  is  being 
made.  Women  are  exempt  (we  need 
more  women  professional  numisma¬ 
tists,  but  that  is  a  separate  subject).  This 
comment  is  brought  about  by  Meera 
Louis  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Wall  Street 
journal,  which  reveals  that  shirts  and 
ties  are  indeed  the  easy  way  to  go  com¬ 
pared  to  what  is  required  in  India: 
Fifty-two  years  after  India  got  rid  of 
British  rule,  attorneys  here  are  battling 
to  purge  a  stifling  legacy  of  the  colonial 
past. 

India's  highest  courts  still  require  at¬ 
torneys  to  wear  the  costume  the  British 
mandated;  a  layered  coat  and  a  black 
pleated  gown,  topped  off  by  a  white 
band  worn  around  the  neck,  all  worn 
over  a  white  shirt  and  pants.  The  outfit, 
weighing  in  at  six  pounds,  must  be 
worn  by  lawyers  who  argue  cases  be¬ 
fore  India's  High  Court  and  Supreme 
Court. 


1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  1  lighly  lustrous  with  attractive 
rose  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  visually 


appealing  near-gem  eagle . 2,095 

1432  MS-63  (P(  GS)  Brilliant  995 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

The  public  fascination  for  $20  pieces  continues  in 
view  of  generally  low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  and 
these  have  been  great  sellers  here  at  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries.  More  than  just  a  few  people  are 
endeavoring  to  put  together  date  runs  or  sequences  of 
these*  pieces,  often  selecting  grades  such  as  MS-60 
through  MS-64  as  being  an  ideal  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  quality  and  low  price. 


1867  MS-60  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 2,150 

-  u  -3|i  K ( 

1874- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1876- S  EF-15  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1877  AU-58  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 850 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1878-S  AU-58  (AN  ACS).  Brilliant . 895 


1874  MS-60  (AN  ACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  1,150 
1879  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 855 


Rare  1881  Double  Eagle 


1881  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 
key  issues  among  Liberty  1  lead  double  eagles,  an 
issue  which  is  seldom  seen  in  business  strike  for¬ 
mat.  A  prize  among  our  new  purchases.  Acquired 
as  we  go  to  press!  We  guarantee  you  will  be 
pleased  when  you  see  the  quality! . 13,500 
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1881-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,150 

1885-S  AU-58.  Lustrous . 795 

1891- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 895 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  prooflike 

fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which  is  con¬ 
siderably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade) . 775 

1893  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 


1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 875 

1897- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1898  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1898- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1898- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  "flashy"  piece  with  rose  ton¬ 
ing  highlights . 850 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1898- S  MS-61  (ICG).  Brilliant . 715 

1899- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1902  AU-55  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal . 795 

1902-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 715 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  warm  olive 

toning . 1,895 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 


Gem  Mint  State  1904  $20 


1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  attrac¬ 
tive  olive  highlights  on  both  sides.  These  large  gold 
coins  are  difficult  to  locate  in  gem  grades.  ..  3,995 

1905  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 815 

1906-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  issue  of  the 

newly-opened  Denver  Mint.  Quite  possibly 
struck  from  gold  from  the  Cripple  Creek  District, 
located  about  75  miles  to  the  southwest  of  Denver. 


Just  purchased  as  we  go  to  press . 845 

1906-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVI1  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  American  classic . 9,950 


Near-Mint  State  MCMVII  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Wire  rim  style,  with  a  high  razor-like  rim 
around  much  of  the  periphery.  Highly  lustrous 
and  choice  for  the  grade . 7,500 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 595 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,450 

1909/8  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  only  overdate  in 

the  Saint-Gaudens  series.  Always  popular. ..  995 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 859 
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Build  your  own  private  treasure  of 
authentic  American  gold  coins! 

Join  our  Saint-Gaudens 

Double 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and 
for  good  reason;  they  are  at  once 
beautiful,  impressive,  and  valuable. 
And,  gold  has  guided  the  financial 
course  of  civilization  for  many  centuries 

The  good  news  is  that  within 
the  American  series,  beautiful  $20 
pieces  designed  by  Augustus  Saint 
Gaudens,  and  minted  from  1 907 
through  1 933,  include  many  very 
affordable  coins.  In  fact,  as  the  list 
at  the  bottom  of  this  page  indi¬ 
cates,  there  are  32  different  variet¬ 
ies  that  can  be  purchased  for  less 
than  $1,000  in  Mint  State,  some 
for  much  less  (tentative  listing 
based  upon  today's  market  valua¬ 
tions). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  affordable  dates  and 
mintmarks.  Each  coin  is  a  beautiful, 
lustrous  Mint  State  example  certified 
by  PCGS  or  NGC.  What  a  gorgeous, 
impressive  collection  this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you'd  like  to 
spend  each  month  on  your  collec¬ 
tion.  For  just  $500  (the  minimum 
we  recommend),  we  can  complete 
your  collection  with  pieces  ranging 
in  grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63 
(higher  grades  available  upon  re¬ 
quest).  Month  by  month,  your 
golden  collection  will  grow  before 
your  eyes!  There  is  no  obligation  to 
continue,  and  you  can  end  your 
participation  at  any  time,  simply  by 
letting  us  know  and  paying  any 
balance  due.  Each  coin  comes 
with  a  30-day  money-back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction.  And  each  coin 


Eagle 

Club! 


A  cast  of  “Victory’  as  seen  on  the  Sherman 
Monument,  Central  Park,  New  York  City 
Saint  Gaudens  used  this  figure  as  a  model 
for  the  double  eagle 


Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eagles 
priced  at  less 
than  $1,000 
in  Mint  State! 

1909- S 

1910 

1910- D 
I9I0-S 

1911 

191  l-D 

191  l-S 

1912 

1915 

1915- S 

1916- S 

1920 

1922 

1922- S 

1923 

192 3- D 

1 907  Arabic  numerals 

1 908  No  Motto 

1913 

1924 

1 908-D  No  Motto 

1 9 1 3-D 

1925 

1 908  With  Mono 

1914 

1926 

1 908-D  With  Motto 

I9I4-D 

1927 

1909 

I9I4-S 

1928 

comes  to  you  with  a  special  4% 
member's  discount. 

Gill  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue, 
credit  card  in  hand,  send  us  a  fax  with 
your  credit  card  information,  or  mail 
us  a  note  with  your  personal  check. 
We  ll  take  it  from  there. 

Special  Introductory 
Price  on  Your  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63 
double  eagles  (dates  of  our  choice) 
at  our  special  introductory  price  of 
just  $665  (list  price  $695  or  more). 
Then,  every  month  we  will  auto¬ 
matically  send  you  another  coin 
that  you  need  Your  coins  can  be 
charged  to  your  credit  card,  or  sent 
for  inspection  (upon  credit  ap¬ 
proval).  or  you  can  pay  with  your 
personal  check. 


Special 

Sign-Up 

Bonus 


With  your  first  or¬ 
der  we  will  send  you 
a  copy  of  Q.  David 
Bowers'  award-win¬ 
ning  book.  United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History,  illustrated  with 
gems  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection. 
This  deluxe  hardbound  volume,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated  including  color  plates, 
lists  for  $57.95,  but  is  yours  FREE.  It  is 
the  standard  reference  on  the  series. 
In  fact  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted  to  learn  about 
American  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
(and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1909- D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1911  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 775 

1911- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1911-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

191 3-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


Choice  Mint  State  1913-S  $20 


1913-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  and  quite 


choice  specimen . 3,395 

1914-D  MS-63.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre . 795 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-D  AU-58  (PCGS). ‘Brilliant . 595 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Saint- 
Gaudens  issues  of  the  decade.  Just  purchased!  2,100 


1915  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1915-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 675 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Classic  1920-S  $20  Rarity 


1920-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  handled  of  this 
landmark  rarity . 23,500 

In  his  1982  study  of  auction  appearances  of  various  $20 
issues,  David  W.  Akers  commented  concerning  the  1920-S: 

"This  is  one  of  the  premier  dates  in  the  Saint-Gaudens 
series.  It  is  rare  in  any  condition  and  very  rare  in  full  Mint  State. 
As  is  typical  with  most  rare  dates,  I  have  found  the  1920-S  to 
be  generally  overgraded  by  a  full  grade  or  more.  The  auction 
records  below  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1920-S  is 
usually  found  in  Unc.  but  most  of  the  ones  I  have  seen  were 
only  EF  or  AU.  Of  the  relatively  few  lines,  that  I  have  seen, 
only  two  were  gems,  the  Eliasberg  specimen  and  the  MS-67 
coin  that  is  in  a  prominent  Dallas  bank  collection.  Overall,  I 
rate  the  1920-S  as  the  seventh  rarest  date  in  the  Saint-Gaudens 
series.  Because  of  the  existence  of  circulated  examples,  I  don't 
feel  that  the  1920-S  is  as  rare  a  date  as  the  1931-D  or  1930-S. 
However,  it  is  considerably  more  rare  than  either  of  these  two 
dates  in  full  Mint  State.  Some  cataloguers  have  estimated  that 
only  a  dozen  or  fewer  1920-S  double  eagles  exist.  Such  esti¬ 
mates  are  grossly  inaccurate  and  I  would  place  the  number 
more  in  the  range  of  40-50.  The  12  estimate  is  probably  closer 
to  the  number  of  Uncs.  in  existence." 


1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1922  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1922-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


America ’s  Gold  Coinage 

edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors,  histori¬ 
ans,  researchers,  and  others  from  seminars  of  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  conducted 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  Novem¬ 
ber  4-5,  1989.  132  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212.  List 
price  $15.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 


1923-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,595 

1923-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  695 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


1926-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin  that 
offers  a  grand  combination  of  rarity  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 2,195 


Superb  Gem  1927  $20 


1927  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful,  lustrous, 
and  especially  high-quality  example  of  this  popu¬ 


lar  date . 2,595 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  (Please  see  our  special 

in  this  issue)  regularly  $695;  special  net . 650 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


Superb  Gem  1928  $20 


1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  as  a  date  in 
lower  grades,  but  at  the  MS-66  level  such  coins  are 


quite  elusive . 2,895 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  625 


// 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Question  &  Answer  Forum 


Q.  I  have  read  some,  but  not  all,  of 
•  your  numerous  books.  It  is  clear 
that  you  are  a  true  scholar! 

I  would  appreciate  your  views  re¬ 
garding  a  grading  issue.  The  major  grad¬ 
ing  guides  (ANA,  Photograde,  the  Guide 
Kook)  state  that  a  Buffalo  nickel  must 
have  a  full  horn  to  grade  Very  Fine. 
Therefore,  I  was  surprised  w  hen  the  1924- 
S  nickel  which  1  had  purchased  from  an¬ 
other  dealer  as  Very  Fine  only  had  ap¬ 
proximately  4/5  horn.  According  to  the 
grading  guides,  almost  full  horn  does  not 
count;  the  nickel  must  have  100%  of  the 
horn  to  grade  Very  Fine. 

The  dealer  told  me  that  because  full 
horn  1924-S  nickels  are  rare,  the  grading 
standards  are  lower,  and  a  1924-S  nickel 
does  not  need  a  full  horn  to  grade  Very 
Fine,  especially  since  this  is  a  weakly 
struck  date.  I  replied  that  I  thought  that 
rarity  goes  only  to  the  price,  and  does  not 
affect  the  grade.  The  guidebooks  do  not 
make  exceptions  or  provide  different 
standards  for  rare  or  weakly  struck  dates. 
What  are  your  views?  —  A.F. 

A,  In  recent  years  a  number  of  grading 
•  "standards"  of  long  ago  have  been 
changed.  It  seems  that  grading  is  a  moving 
target,  and  who  knows  what  the  future 
will  bring?  As  you  correctly  say,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  guideline  for  a  Very  Fine  Buffalo 
nickel  was  that  it  would  have  a  full  horn. 
However,  I  suppose  there  are  some  excep¬ 
tions,  such  as  a  1926-D,  which  even  in  Mint 
State  might  be  weakly  struck  and  not  have 
a  full  horn.  In  general,  Denver  (in  particu¬ 
lar)  and  San  Francisco  nickels  of  the  1920- 
1927  years  are  weakly  struck  in  one  or 
more  areas,  sometimes  including  the  all- 
important  horn. 

Thus,  for  a  grading  guide  to  be  truly 
comprehensive,  something  should  be  said 


about  the  sharpness  of  striking  (or  lack 
thereof)  for  the  various  issues.  Let  me  ask 
you  this  question:  Is  a  brilliant,  lustrous 
1926-D  nickel,  of  the  usually  seen  weakly 
struck  reverse  style,  worthy  of  being  called 
VF  or  finer,  even  though  the  horn  may  be 
incomplete?  My  answer  is  "yes."  In  grad¬ 
ing,  one  rule  dot's  not  fit  all. 

Changing  the  drift  of  your  question, 
in  my  opinion,  the  escalation  of  certain 
grading  standards  has  masked  the  true 
performance  of  the  coin  market.  If  what 
used  to  be  F-15  is  now  VF-20,  it's  hard  to 
chart  how  well  a  VF-20  has  performed  in 
the  marketplace.  Similarly,  among  Liberty 
Head  $20  gold  coins,  for  example,  there  are 
many  pieces  now  advertised  as  MS-60 
which  a  few  years  ago  would  have  been  in 
the  AU  category. 

The  bottom  line  is,  and  probably  al¬ 
ways  will  be,  that  when  you  select  a  coin  for 
your  collection,  be  satisfied  that  you  person¬ 
ally  find  it  to  be  what  you  want.  However, 
you  are  perfectly  right,  and  picking  up  fur¬ 
ther  on  your  question,  perhaps  now  to  have 
a  set  of  Buffalo  nickels  with  full  horns  you 
should  aspire  to  acquire  11-40! 

if  It  it 

Q,  I  have  read  that  1837  Gobrecht  sil- 
•  ver  dollars  were  minted,  and  vet  I 
have  never  seen  one  with  this  date.  Has 
anyone  ever  seen  one?  — C.V.P. 

A#  The  Mint  struck  600  Gobrecht  silver 
•  dollars  in  1837,  by  Maa'h  31  of  that 


Wc  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  ioill  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


year,  but  each  piece  was  minted  from  dies 
dated  1836.  Thus,  to  be  technical  there  are 
"1837  Gobrecht  dollars"  but  they  are  dated 
1836!  In  1838  and  1839,  additional 
Gobrecht  dollars  were  made,  of  slightly 
different  designs,  but  these  were  correctly 
dated  1838  and  1839  respectively. 

Q.  I  have  been  collecting  coins  on 
•  and  off  since  I  was  a  kid.  I  enjoy 
reading  your  articles  in  Coin  World.  I 
recently  came  across  an  Elephant  token, 
thick  planchet,  counterstamped  with 
three  "P's"  on  its  obverse  and  reverse. 
Reading  about  your  knowledge  of 
counterstamped  coins,  I  was  wondering 
if  you  could  give  me  any  insight  on  the 
origins  of  the  stamps,  if  possible.  Many 
thanks,  I  hope  you  and  yours  are  well. 
—  M.A. 

A,  Thank  vou  for  your  letter  and  rub- 
•  bing.  Congratulations  on  having 
what  seems  to  be  a  very  historical  coin  (it 
is  a  bit  unprofessional  for  me  to  say  much 
about  a  specific  coin  without  seeing  it  in 
person,  but  the  rubbing  looks  nice).  As  to 
the  origin  of  the  counterstamps  I  have  no 
idea,  but  I  suppose  that  they  w’ere  prob¬ 
ably  put  there  at  random  by  someone 
with  access  to  a  punch.  So  far  as  I  know, 
they  have  no  monetary  significance  and 
do  not  relate  to  the  original  issue  itself; 


78 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


that  is  to  say,  the  P's  do  not  indicate  an 
area  in  which  they  may  have  been  used 
provisionally  as  money.  Years  ago,  many 
who  had  access  to  punches  (for  use  in 
stamping  machine  tools,  munitions,  agri¬ 
cultural  implements,  etc.)  often  amused 
themselves  by  stamping  coins. 

■  ’  ■  9 

Q,  This  is  actually  a  double  question 
•  from  tzvo  readers.  First,  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  from  R.F.: 

I  have  really  enjoyed  your  Rare  Coin 
Review  over  the  years.  I  just  finished  read¬ 
ing  the  January/February  1999  issue  and 
was  moved  to  write.  I  am  in  the  process  of 
ordering  more  books,  as  per  your  advice 
about  the  value  of  a  numismatic  library, 
and  it  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  be 
able  to  give  me  some  information.  Since 
again  largely  due  to  your  influence,  I  am 
no  longer  able  to  pass  a  used  bookstore 
without  stopping  in  I  recently  found  an  in¬ 
teresting  volume  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
The  title  of  the  small  book  is  simply  The 
Rare  Coins  of  America,  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  France,  Germany,  and  Spain.  Wil¬ 
liam  Von  Bergen  copyrighted  it  in  1889.  It 
is  a  listing  of  prices  paid  for  coins  and  cur¬ 
rency  by  a  company  called  The  Numis¬ 
matic  Bank,  325  Washington  Street,  Bos¬ 
ton.  It  is  quite  interesting  and  has  about 
150  cuts  showing  the  obverse  and  reverse 
of  various  coins  as  well  as  grading  and 
shipping  information.  Needless  to  say  the 
prices  are  fascinating.  There  is  an  inscrip¬ 
tion:  "Paul  and  Vivian  Barber,  Wichita, 
Kansas.  Purchased  from  the  Wingard  Es¬ 
tate  April  1951." 

Would  you  perchance  have  any 
knowledge  of  The  Numismatic  Bank  or 
Mr.  Von  Bergen?  I  would  greatly  appreci¬ 
ate  any  information  you  might  have.  I  real¬ 
ize  that  this  is  an  imposition  but  perhaps 
you  could  direct  me  to  someone  who 
might  be  a  source  for  such  information. 

Once  again,  I  really  enjoy  your  pub¬ 
lications  as  well  as  the  quality  of  your  of¬ 
ferings. 

•  •  • 

The  second  is  somewhat  similar  and 
is  from  H.J.O.,  who  reports  having  an  en¬ 
cyclopedia  by  Von  Bergen,  eighth  edition, 
copyright  1901  in  three  parts,  and 
hardbound,  certainly  a  rare  feature. 


A,  William  von  Bergen  was  a  promi- 
•  nent  numismatist,  holding  forth  in 
Boston  from  at  least  the  1880s.  The  1889 
catalogue  that  you  (R.F.)  have  was  probably 
published  at  least  a  few  years  after  he 
started  business,  as  evidenced  by  the  num¬ 
ber  given  to  Circular  No.  19  published  the 
next  year,  1890.  In  1891  the  corrected  5th 
edition  of  the  1889  book  you  have  was  pub¬ 
lished.  I  do  not  have  an  edition  number  for 
your  1889  book,  but  if  it  was  the  1st  edition, 
probably  von  Bergen  used  "edition"  instead 
of  "printing"  each  time  he  ordered  a  bunch 
of  copies. 

In  January  1895,  Augustus  G. 
Heaton  (he  of  Mint  Marks  treatise  fame) 
furnished  this  account  to  The  Numisma¬ 
tist,  as  part  of  a  feature,  "A  Tour  Among 
the  Coin  Dealers": 

In  Boston  in  a  third  floor  room  of 
an  office  building,  was  to  be  found  the 
office  of  William  von  Bergen,  who  sold 
premium  guides  to  the  public.  "The 
room  contained  a  long  counter  and 
showcase  of  assorted  coins,  a  safe  or 
two,  a  young  lady  clerk  at  a  table,  and 
the  dealer  who  is  a  rather  large  man  with 
a  dark  beard,  and  the  deliberate  manner 
of  his  nationality.  We  drew  a  few  satis¬ 
factory  copper  coins  from  the  'bank'  and 
made  a  deposit  of  some  greenbacks  and 
silver  to  add  to  its  capital." 

On  June  1, 1900,  he  was  in  an  office  at 
89  Court  Street  in  the  Oriental  Tea  Com¬ 
pany  Building.  Per  a  price  list  of  this  date, 
he  announced  his  intention  to  go  to  Europe 
on  an  extended  trip,  and  in  the  meantime 
he  used  this  as  a  reason  for  giving  a  10% 
discount  on  retail  orders. 

Later,  B.  Max  Mehl,  never  one  to  over¬ 
look  copying  someone  else's  good  ideas, 
borrowed  a  term  from  von  Bergen  and  cre¬ 
ated  his  own  "Numismatic  Bank,"  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Bank  of  Texas. 

In  1935,  veteran  dealer  Thomas  L.  El¬ 
der  remembered  von  Bergen: 

"He  died  many  years  ago.  Von 
Bergen  was  an  eccentric  German,  a  large 
portly  man  stooped  over  in  his  old  age, 
who  used  to  sell  many  thousands  of 
books  on  coins,  premium  books....  The 
writer  used  to  call  on  him  at  his  residence, 
after  he  got  injured  by  an  automobile  and 
had  closed  up  his  Boston  office." 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q,  The  following  letter  is  from  a  1 0-year 
•  old  correspondent,  Taylor  B.:  I've 
been  looking  at  your  Rare  Coin  Review,  it's 
pretty  cool.  You  are  my  idol.  By  now  you 
can  probably  tell  I'm  10  (ha,  ha).  I'm  writing 
my  own  books.  How  many  1804  silver  dol¬ 
lars  and  Brasher  doubloons  are  there?  If  you 
have  any  information  on  the  1804  silver  dol¬ 
lar  and  Brasher  doubloon,  send  it  to  me.  I 
read  the  article  about  Dwight  Manley.  I  re¬ 
ally  liked  it.  Do  you  have  your  own  collec¬ 
tion?  I  would  also  like  some  information  on 
the  Garrett  Collection.  Could  I  have  your  au¬ 
tograph?  Your  books  are  absolutely  the  best. 

A.  Thank  you  for  your  nice  note.  Re- 
•  garding  the  1787  Brasher  doubloon, 
there  are  about  a  half  dozen  known,  one  of 
which  has  the  hallmark  EB  on  the  eagle's 
breast  and  the  others  have  the  hallmark  on 
the  wing.  In  addition  there  is  the  Peruvian- 
style  Brasher  doubloon,  an  example  of 
which  we  sold  in  our  Garrett  Collection 
(along  with  two  1787  pieces,  one  with  hall¬ 
mark  on  wing  and  one  with  hallmark  on 
breast)  in  1979-81.  The  Peruvian-style  piece 
is  believed  to  have  been  made  circa  1786,  a 
year  or  so  before  the  1787  variety. 

Concerning  1804  silver  dollars,  I  am 
enclosing  a  photocopy  of  our  description 
of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  piece.  Beyond 
that,  there  is  a  great  book.  The  Fantastic 
1804  Dollar,  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  and  Eric 
P.  Newman,  which  can  be  borrowed  from 
the  ANA  Library  if  you  are  a  member  (or 
can  be  acquired  from  a  dealer  in  out-of- 
print  books).  In  addition,  I  am  in  the  midst 
of  writing  a  book  about  the  1804  dollars, 
details  of  which  will  be  announced  soon 
(as  soon  as  the  page  count  stops  growing!!!). 

Concerning  the  Garrett  Collection,  my 
book,  The  Histon/  of  United  States  Coinage  as 
Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  published 
in  1979,  tells  quite  a  bit.  Again,  the  ANA  Li¬ 
brary  can  loan  copies  free  of  charge. 

For  my  own  collecting  interests  1  en¬ 
joy  books  about  coins,  American  historical 
books  on  many  different  subjects,  and  to¬ 
kens  and  counterstamps  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  In  a  way  I  "collect"  all  the  different 
things  that  others  and  1  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  catalogue  as  they  pass 
through  our  hands,  including  some  of  the 
nicest  collections  ever  formed. 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins 


We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity.  Suffice  it  to  say,  if  you  are  building  a  choice 
set  now  it  will  cost  you  much  less  than  it  would  have 
at  the  market  peak  in  1989. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhes¬ 
itatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if  any 
issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  historical 
significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden 
with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint 
State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  ltUXX)  pieces,  can  be 
purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes  well 
under- certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T.  Washington 
and  Carver- Washington  series  prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  tune. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  issues  for  your  selection. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC)  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  of  our  nation's  first  commemora¬ 
tive  quarter  dollar  issue.  Warm  golden  halos 

surround  satiny  brilliant  centers . 550 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  a 
small  area  of  deep  violet  at  the  reverse  rim  below 

the  kneeling  figure . 279 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  EF-45.  Hints  of  deep  sil¬ 
ver  gray  in  the  recessed  areas . 215 

1900  Lafayette.  AU-58.  A  splash  of  pale  golden  brown 
is  seen  at  the  rims . 475 


Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
Plus  Personal  Letter 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  With  letter  and  history. 

A  splendid  specimen,  attractively  toned,  and  ac¬ 


companied  by  a  long  personal  (not  "form")  letter 
from  the  Alabama  Centennial  Commission  (the 
letter  is  intact  but  split  at  the  folds)  detailing  the 
history  of  the  coin.  A  tru vfind  for  the  advanced 
collector  of  commemoratives  and  related  memo¬ 
rabilia . 2,750 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sure  to  please . 2,750 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-55.  A  whisper  of  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  on  both  sides . 135 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  AU-58.  Pale  iridescent  olive-gold  toning 

on  both  sides . 199 

1937  Antietam.  AU-55.  A  whisper  of  pale  gold  on  lus¬ 


trous  surfaces . 475 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936  Arkaasas.  AU-58.  Very  rare  in  this  condition.  75 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Mainly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  faint  golden  toning . 350 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1937- D  Arkaasas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938  Arkaasas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 112 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1938-  S  Arkansas.  MS-85  Brilliant  815 

1939  Arkansas  MS-64  Brilliant  with  just  a  splash  of 

deep  gold  at  the  reverse  center . 359 

The  very  low  mintage  of  just  2.104  pieces  — with  a 
distnbutxm  of  |ust  2.100 -makes  this  one  of  the  lowest  pro¬ 
duction  figures  for  am  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the 
present  century 

1939  Arkaasas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny; 
orveof  only  2100  examples  of  the  date  issued.  325 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65  A  lustrous  gem  with  pale 
golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  A  key-  date  from 
the  final  year  of  the  Arkansas  half  dollar  series; 
just  2100  examples  were  issued . 1,095 

1936-S  Bav  Bridge.  AU-58.  Warm  gold  highlights.  105 


What  is  This? 


We  don't  know,  and 
that  is  what  we  told  reader 
Mark  A.  Turner,  when  he 
sent  it  in.  The  obverse  is  a 
deliberate  copy  of  the  1859- 
1909  cent,  more  specifically 
the  1864-1909  Indian  cent 
(as  there  is  a  little  "blob"  on 
the  ribbon  indicating  the  L 
for  Longacre).  The  piece  is 
of  crude  enough  workman¬ 
ship  to  take  it  out  of  any 
government  possibility,  but 
well  enough  done  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  a  good  craftsman 
created  the  dies.  The  re¬ 
verse  proclaims  that  it  is 
"  1  /  DOLLAR/ 1851,"  and 


that  it  has  something  to  do 
with  the  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA.  However, 
the  design  cannot  date 
from  before  1864,  and 
probably  is  closer  to,  say, 
the  turn  of  the  century 
(1900).  The  piece  seems  to 
be  made  of  German  silver. 
We  have  sent  this  interest¬ 
ing  piece  back  to  Mark 
Turner,  and  said  that  if 
anyone  had  anv  brilliant 
ideas  on  the  subject  we 
would  let  him  know.  Our 
guess  is  that  it  was  some 
type  of  play  money  or  a 
novelty  token. 
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1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  rose  toning . 105 

1935  Boone.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1935  Boone.  AU-55 . 75 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale 

golden  highlights . 95 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delightful 

satiny  surfaces . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 

iridescence  on  both  sides . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Highly  lustrous  with  a  some¬ 
what  prooflike  obverse . 525 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces 

with  a  touch  of  pale  rose  iridescence . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  rose  and  gold  irides¬ 
cence  present . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  satiny  gem  with 
appealing  pale  rose  and  gold  highlights . 525 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  and  rose . 299 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Bridgeport.  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  choice  for  the 

grade . 115 

1925-S  California.  MS-66  (ICG) . 1,785 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  A  blazing  specimen  with 

a  blush  of  pale  gold . 1,125 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 269 

1925-S  California.  MS-60.  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 125 

1925-S  California.  AU-55 . 115 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  satiny  near¬ 


gem  coin.  Only  5,000  examples  were  released  of 
this  issue,  the  same  being  true  of  the  other  two 
mints.  Over  the  years  this  has  proven  to  be  one  of 
the  key  issues  in  the  series.  We  consider  the  present 
pricing  structure  to  be  especially  low  and  for  that 

reason  especially  attractive . 265 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  high 

degree  of  lustre . 259 

1936  Cincinnati.  AU-58.  Satiny  with  nearly  full  unbro¬ 
ken  lustre  on  both  sides.  Choice  for  the  grade.  230 
1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Definitely 

choice  for  the  grade . 289 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  satiny 

beauty  with  the  appeal  of  a  higher  grade . 99 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Cleveland.  AU-58 . 59 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  A  brilliant  and  satiny  gem 
with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A 
lovely  example  of  America's  first  commemorative 

half  dollar . 749 

1892  Columbian.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1892  Columbian.  AU-50 . 16 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1935  Connecticut.  AU-50.  Strong  lustre  on  golden 

gray  surfaces . 175 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  gold  on 

lustrous  surfaces . 245 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 .  229 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with 

strong  lustre . 219 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Elgin.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 182 

1936  Elgin.  AU-58 . 179 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

WM~7 


Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple  pages  on 
every  classic  commemorative  coin  and  previ¬ 
ously  unpublished  information  about  rarity, 
market  analyses,  etc.  768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  price 
$39.95.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308a.  List 
price  $49.95. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  99. 


1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem, 
mainly  brilliant  on  the  obverse.  Ihe  reverse  exhib¬ 
its  gold  "buils-eye"  toning,  no  doubt  caused  by 


the  coin's  original  holder . 699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (NGC  ).  Brilliant . 375 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  A  pleasing  coin  for 

the  grade . 265 

1936  Gettysburg.  AU-50 .  255 


Choice  1922  Grant  With  Star  50< 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Among  early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is 
the  great  classic  (although  much  about  it  has 
been  forgotten  today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high 

grade . 2,695 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces  display  strong  lustre.  The  obverse  is  moder¬ 
ately  prooflike.  A  satiny  gem  example  of  a  date 
that  is  highly  regarded  in  gem  Mint  State . 985 

Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
An  especially  choice  specimen  of  the  key  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  for  type  set  purposes.  Just 

purchased  as  we  go  to  press . 2,695 

1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Pale  lavender  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  the  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  popular  key 


issue . 510 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant  with  intense  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem 

specimen . 615 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1924  Huguenot.  AU-55 . 99 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheral 

toning . 119 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75 

1946  Iowa.  AU-58 . 69 
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1946  Iowa.  AU-50 . 65 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58 . 79 

1925  Lexington.  AU-55 . 75 

1918  Lincoln-lllinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  I  he  reverse  of 
this  coin  is  our  nominee  for  John  R.  Sinnock's  best 

work  on  a  legal  tender  coin . 675 

1918  Lincoln-lllinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  present.  A  lovely 

gem . 675 

1918  Lincoln-lllinois.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  the  reverse  having  beautiful  gold  and  green 


peripheral  toning . 495 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58 . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  185 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 . 159 


1920  Maine.  MS-65  Brilliant  A  lustrous  gem  As 
"Mainers"  know  well,  there  is  something  special 
about  the  Pine  Tree  State.  Among  eastern  states 
it  is  probably  the  most  untouched  in  relation  to 
how  life  was  a  century  ago.  It  is  easy  to  experi¬ 
ence  a  time  warp  when  poking  around  the  main 
street  of  Wiscasset  or  some  other  town  rich  with 


history . 709 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 709 

1920  Maine.  AU-50 .  99 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 415 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1934  Maryland.  AU-55 . 125 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 55 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1936  Norfolk.  MS«. Brilliant 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1936  Norfolk.  AU-50 .  355 

1936  Norfolk  commemorative  half  dollar  imprinted 
cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to  distribute 

the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit  item . 109 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  159 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1928  Oregon.  AU-55 . 99 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 


1939-1)  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  Brilliant . 515 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-55 .  295 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 615 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 75 

1920  Pilgrim  AU-55 . (A 

1920  Pilgrim  AU-50  Brilliant .  59 

1921  Pilgrim,  MS-65  Brilliant 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  835 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  135 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  AU-50 . 70 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Start  a  set  to¬ 
day!  . 265 

1937  Roanoke  MM4  Brilliant  . 239 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58 .  |5u 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1936  Robinson.  MS-60.  Brilliant .  105 

1936  Robinson.  AU-50 . H9 

1935- SSan  Diego.  AU-55 .  5', 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant .  165 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62.  Brilliant .  IK) 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-50 . 65 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 . 895 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 650 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ...  259 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58 . 35 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

Here  begins  (he  extensive  run  of  Texas 


Bowers  ami  Merena 
Mission  Statement 

When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are 
here  to  help  you  build  a  numismatic 
collection  that  will  contain  attractive 
rare  coins,  priced  to  tv  excellent  values, 
a  collection  you  can  be  very  proud  to 
own  and  display.  We  invite  you  to  or¬ 
der  from  our  catalogues,  or  send  us 
your  personal  want  list  for  our  prompt 
attention. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchases  of  collections  as  well  as  the 
showcasing  of  your  important  coins  or 
collection  in  our  award-winning  auc¬ 
tions.  (An  auction  brochure  is  yours  on 
request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to 
be  treated. 


commemoratives,  which  continued  through  1938.  The  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  complete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable 
possibility,  and  even  the  lower  mintage  issues  are  very  inex¬ 


pensive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1934  Texas.  AU-55 . 95 

1935  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 112 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 299 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 275 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 309 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 309 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1925  Vancouver  AU-58 .  280 

1925  Vancouver  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 280 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1927  Vermont  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1927  Vermont.  AU-50 . 159 

1946  Booker  T  Washington.  MS-64 . 15 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 85 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Wisconsin  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 . 169 

1936  York  MSM  Brilliant . 205 

1936  York.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 205 

1936  York.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant . 185 

1936  York.  AU-50 . 159 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1903  louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  |efferson  por¬ 
trait.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces.  We 

guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! . 629 

1903  l  ouisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  market 
offers  manv  really  excellent  buys,  and  we 
have  been  emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in 

this  area . 649 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait  MS-61  (NGC) . 475 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCI).  Bril¬ 
liant . 865 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  Brilliant . 725 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 565 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC) . 425 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Lustrous . 1,495 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 765 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 435 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 435 
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Some  Comments  on 
Numismatic  Research 


In  the  past  several  decades,  more  re¬ 
search  has  been  done  in  American  numis¬ 
matics  than  at  any  earlier  time.  As  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  this  pleasant  endeavor,  I  suggest 
that  the  field  is  at  a  crossroad,  and  that 
some  increased  thought  be  given  to  meth¬ 
odology.  This  came  to  the  fore  a  few 
months  ago  when  I  was  writing  a  cata¬ 
logue  and  had  occasion  to  consult  the  mas¬ 
terful  book,  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  Around  the 
same  time,  in  Penny-Wise,  the  excellent 
magazine  edited  by  Dr.  Harry  Salyards 
and  published  by  the  Early  American  Cop¬ 
pers  Club,  some  potshots  were  taken  at 
some  of  Breen's  published  data. 

More  recently,  I  received  a  telephone 
call  from  an  Arizona  client  who  was  writing 
an  article  for  submission  to  one  or  another 
numismatic  magazine,  and  he  inquired  why 
I  had  questioned  in  print  some  of  the  mint¬ 
age  figures  that  Walter  Breen  had  published, 
citing  the  1796  and  1797  silver  dollars  as  an 
example.  Right  after  hanging  up  the  tele¬ 
phone,  I  mentioned  these  figures  again,  in 
our  forthcoming  Chesapeake  Collection  cata¬ 
logue  I  believe  (although  sometimes  cata¬ 
loguing  around  here  can  be  a  continuum). 

Mintage  Figures 

As  it  may  be  of  interest  to  present  read¬ 
ers,  I  now  say  a  few  words  about  mintage 
figures: 

Each  year  the  Treasury  Department 
publishes  the  number  of  coins  struck  during 
that  year.  From  1793  to  1856  this  was  done  on 
a  calendar  basis,  later  on  a  fiscal  year  basis 
(July  1  to  June  30).  Most  of  these  have  been 
translated  directly  into  such  reference  works 
as  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  How¬ 
ever,  these  figures  may  have  little  or  no  mean¬ 
ing  in  relation  to  the  number  of  coins  bearing 
those  dates. 

For  the  silver  dollars  of  1796  and 


1797  we  learn  this: 

1796: 72,920  minted. 

1797: 7,776  minted. 

1798: 327,536  minted. 

The  only  problem  is  that  these  figures 
have  no  meaning  to  the  numismatist  seeking 
to  determine  present-day  rarity.  While  the 
1797  silver  dollar  is  rarer  than  the  1796,  it  is 
only  slightly  so.  What  seems  to  have  hap¬ 
pened  is  this: 

In  calendar  year  1796,  silver  dollars  to 
the  extent  of  72,290  were  struck.  However,  it 
seems  that  some  of  them  may  have  been 
from  dies  dated  1795,  although  I  believe  that 
most  were  dated  1796. 

In  calendar  year  1797,  silver  dollars  to 
the  extent  of  7,776  were  struck,  t  he  dies  may 
have  included  some  of  earlier  dates,  but  who 
knows? 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


In  calendar  year  1798,  silver  dollars 
to  the  extent  of  327,536  were  struck,  but  it 
seems  highly  likely  that  many  of  these 
were  from  dies  dated  1797.  In  my  1993 
book  set.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
Vol.  I,  p.  1093,  I  suggested  these  figures 
might  be  more  likely  with  regard  to  the 
dates  that  actually  appeared  on  the  coins: 

1794:  Reported:  1,758.  Struck  bearing  that  date 
1,758  (no  change). 

1795:  Reported:  203,033.  Struck  bearing  that 
date  391,521  (some  struck  several  calendar  years 
later). 

1796:  Reported:  72,290.  Struck  bearing  that 
date  75,212. 

1797:  Reported:  7,776.  Struck  bearing  that  date 
60,805. 

1798:  Reported:  327,536.  Struck  bearing  that 
date  235,785. 

These  "struck  bearing  that  date"  fig¬ 
ures  were  derived  mathematically,  working 
backward  from  the  number  of  coins  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  known  today  in  combination 
with  aspects  of  die  wear  and  life.  No  preci¬ 
sion  is  imputed  by  such  a  precise-appearing 
number  as  (for  1796)  75,212.  Indicated  is  an 
approximation,  say  70,000  to  80,000  or  even 
60,000  to  90,000. 

I  suggest  that  as  more  research  is  done, 
and  the  number  of  coins  in  existence  today 
is  more  closely  approximated,  the  old-time 
mintage  figures  should  be  revised  to  ap¬ 
proximations.  What  counts  concerning  17% 
and  1797  dollars  is  that  both  are  in  the  same 
ballpark  regarding  scarcity,  but  the  1797  is 
recognized  as  being  slightly  the  rarer  of  the 
two.  The  mintage  figures  are  completely  out 
of  kilter,  and  suggest  that  the  1796  is  about 
nine  times  more  common. 

Modifications 

In  many  instances,  original  mintage 
figures  for  calendar  years  can  be  more  or 
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Some  Comments  on  Numismatic  Research 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


less  correct  with  regard  to  the  dates  on  the 
coins,  but  there  were  extenuating  circum¬ 
stances  which  caused  the  coins  to  become 
more  plentiful  (such  as  the  finding  of 
hoards)  or  rarer  (such  as  widespread  melt¬ 
ing  at  a  later  date). 

Concerning  hoards,  certification  ser¬ 
vices  such  as  PCGS,  NGC,  AN  ACS,  and 
the  new  ICG  and  SEGS  often  publish  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  number  of  coins 
graded.  However,  such  information  is  not 
necessarily  useful  for  the  vast  majority  of 
early  American  coins  across  the  grading 
spectrum.  For  example,  large  numbers  of 
copper  cents  dated  1816-1820  have  been 
certified,  as  those  particular  dates  were 
hoarded  (the  so-called  Randall  1  loard)  and 
exist  in  quantity  today. 

A  decade  later,  1826-1830,  large  num¬ 
bers  of  cents  wea1  also  struck,  but  few  were 
ever  a  part  of  hoards,  and  today  only  a  few 
have  been  certified,  for  it  "pays"  to  certify 
Mint  State  and  other  high-grade  coins,  but 
not  coins  in  grades  such  as  G,  VG,  Fine,  etc. 

Further,  the  story  of  government  hivird- 
ing  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  is  well  known. 
Some  dates  and  mintmarks  were  hoarded 
in  large  quantities  in  Uncirculated  (Mint 
State)  grade  in  relation  to  their  mintages 
(1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC  are  ex¬ 
amples),  while  others  were  scarcely  hoarded 
at  all  (1901  Philadelphia,  a  large-mintage  is¬ 
sue  but  exceedingly  rare  in  Mint  State  today). 

At  various  times  in  the  history  of 
America,  coins  were  melted  in  quantity 
when  the  bullion  or  melt-down  value  of 
pieces  became  worth  more  than  their  face 
value.  Such  periods  include  these: 

Gold  coins:  Varying  times,  but  especially 
circa  1804  to  early  1834. 

Silver  coins:  1850  to  early  1853,  and  again 
in  the  mid-1860s. 

Gold  and  silver  coins:  1862-1876. 

Thus,  some  $5  gold  coins  dated  in  the 
1820s  have  fairly  large  mintages,  but  only  a 
few  examples  are  known  today,  as  most 
were  melted. 

Guess  to  Theory  to  Fact 

Often,  what  started  out  as  a  numis¬ 
matic  guess,  educated  or  otherwise,  devel¬ 
oped  into  a  theory,  then  after  repetition,  to 
a  fact.  An  example  is  provided  by  the  list¬ 
ing  for  varieties  of  the  1856  gold  dollar  in 


Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins. 

1856  gold  dollar.  Upright  5  in  date:  Mint¬ 
age  about  33,360. 

1856  gold  dollar,  Slanting  5  in  date:  Mint¬ 
age  about  1,729,276. 

We  have  all  read  about  Walter  Breen's 
research  with  Mint  records  in  the  National 
Archives,  etc.,  and  it  is  a  logical  assumption 
that  these  numbers  are  from  this  source. 

Wow!  These  are  great  numbers  for  any¬ 
one  owning  an  Upright  5  dollar,  as  these 
might  be  50  times  rarer  than  the  Slanting  5 
style.  1  lowever,  in  actuality,  the  ratio  is  not  50 
to  1  but,  perhaps,  5  to  1,  certainly  not  more 
than  10  to  1.  Apparently ,  what  Walter  Breen 
might  have  done  was  to  see  quantities 
minted  or  delivered  on  certain  days  in  1856, 
and  assumed  that  a  quantity  of  33,360  deliv- 
eaxl  at  a  certain  time  represented  the  scarcer 
of  the  two  varieties.  Or,  perhaps  there  is  an¬ 
other  explanation.  So  far  as  I  know,  Mint 
records  are  absolutely  silent  on  the  matter. 

Re-evaluating  the  Past 

It  might  be  an  interesting  exercise  to 
examine  certain  past  information  and  as¬ 
sign  a  "reliability  factor."  1  realize  that  even 
doing  this  is  adding  more  estimates  or 
guesswork,  but  here  goes: 

Certain  statements  are  probably  true. 
Such  statements  include  these: 

TRUE:  The  Philadelphia  Mint  first 
struck  cents  for  circulation  in  1793. 

TRUE:  C  lark,  Gruber  &  Co.,  private 
minters  in  Denver,  issued  coins  dated  I860 
and  1861. 

TRUE:  The  portrait  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington  appears  on  the  current  SI  bill. 

POSSIBLE:  1787-dated  Nova  Fborac 
copper  coins  were  made  in  New  York  City 
by  Bailey.  This  is  a  popular  theory,  but  no 
hard  evidence  is  on  hand. 

POSSIBLE:  1776  Continental  "dol¬ 
lars"  in  pewter  were  struck  under  federal 
auspices  as  a  fiat  currency  substitute  for  $1 
paper  notes.  This  is  a  popular  theory,  but 
no  hard  evidence  is  on  hand. 

POSSIBLE:  Anthony  de  Francisci 
may  have  helped  to  design  the  1920  Maine 
Centennial  half  dollar.  It  is  known  that  he 
made  the  plaster  models  of  the  design,  but 


the  sketches  are  believed  to  have  been  by 

someone  else.  Possibly  de  Francisci  helped. 

• 

DOUBTFUL:  In  1910  the  mintage  of 
Matte  Pnx)f  $2.50  pieces  was  682  pieces  (per 
the  Mint  Report),  this  figure  being  about 
three  or  four  times  the  average  for  the  pe¬ 
riod.  Moreover,  the  certification  services  do 
not  report  an  overabundance  of  this  date  (in 
this  instance.  Proof  gold  coins  tend  to  find 
their  way  to  the  certification  services,  thus 
giving  better  credence  to  their  data).  More 
likely:  A  mintage  of  about  150  Proofs. 

DOUBTFUL:  Only  eight  (or  fill  in 
your  own  number)  Proof-67  (fill  in  your 
own  coin  designation)  exist,  because  that  is 
the  number  certified.  Ignored  is  the  fact 
that  many  coins  "out  there"  have  not  been 
submitted  for  certification,  that  coins  are 
often  resubmitted  thus  increasing  the  num¬ 
ber  known,  etc.,  etc.  The  same  can  be  said 
for  auction  appearances.  Such  thinking  can 
lead  one  to  believe  that  a  1944  bronze  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  in  VF  grade  is  rarer  than  an 
MCMVII  High  Relief  S20  gold! 

DOUBTFUL:  About  960  Proof  1871 
cents  were  minted  (popular  estimate,  in¬ 
cluding  in  the  Guide  Book).  Fact:  R.W  Julian 
has  found  that  the  Mint  records  for  copper 
and  nickel  coins  prior  to  1878  do  not  exist, 
although  certain  figures  for  silver  and  gold 
coins  do.  Thus,  while  960  silver  Proof  sets 
may  have  been  struck  in  1871,  this  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  Proof  cents,  as  Proof  cents  were 

sold  separately  and  in  smaller  numbers. 

• 

By  the  way,  we  all  have  to  start  some¬ 
where,  and  published  information  always 
provides  a  good  beginning.  How  lucky  we 
all  are  that  Walter  Breen  spent  a  lot  of  time 
in  the  National  Archives  and  wrote  so 
many  articles,  how  lucky  we  are  that  Dr. 
William  H.  Sheldon  in  1949  laid  out  basic 
guidelines  as  to  which  copper  cents  1793- 
1814  were  common  and  which  were  rare, 
etc.  These  are  building  blocks  for  all  of  us. 

However,  in  today's  era  of  enlightened 
research,  it  is  often  desirable  to  separate -at 
least  in  one's  own  mind  —  what  is  fact,  what 
is  a  possibility,  and  what  is  doubtful.  The 
old  bumper  sticker,  "Question  Authority!" 
can  be  applied  to  anything  in  the  last  two 
categories  and,  very  occasionally,  to  some¬ 
thing  in  the  first  ("fact"). 
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1854  "Perched"  or  "Humbert"  Eagle  $1 


photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 

1854  BG-504.  Liberty  Head.  Eagle  reverse  similar  to 
that  used  on  the  $50  gold  "slugs"  of  the  United 
States  Assay  Office.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 


California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 


Round  25C 


Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221.  Liberty  Head. 

MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

Octagonal  25C 


1866  BG-708.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  EF-40 . 195 

1872  BG-791  Large  Indian.  MS-60 . 325 

1875  BG-798.  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 395 

Octagonal  50C 


1869  BG-919  AU-50 . 275 

Round  Gold  $1 


Oregon  Exchange  Co.  Gold  Coins 

In  1848  word  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutter's  Mill  on 
the  American  River  in  California  spread  north  to  the  Oregon 
settlements.  This  was  months  before  the  news  was  widely 
circulated  in  the  East.  Seeking  quick  and  easy  fortunes,  many 
Oregonians  traveled  southward  and  were  among  the  first 
outsiders  to  arrive  at  the  bonanza  sites.  Some  met  with  a 
degree  of  success  and  came  back  home  with  unrefined  dust 
and  nuggets.  Realizing  that  gold  in  native  form  was  of  uncer¬ 
tain  value  and  could  not  be  easily  used  in  commerce,  and  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  only  allowing  $1 0  per  ounce 
for  it  in  trade,  the  Oregon  Legislature  on  February  15, 1849, 
passed  an  act  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  mint.  Had  this  come  to  pass,  this  would  have 
antedated  any  coinage  facility  in  California.  However,  the 
governor  declared  this  act  to  be  in  contravention  to  the  la ws  of 
the  United  States,  and  plans  were  terminated. 

To  remedy  the  situation  a  group  of  eight  merchants 
and  citizens  banded  together  in  Oregon  City,  at  the  terminus 
of  the  Oregon  Trail,  to  establish  a  private  mint.  The  principals 
were  W.K.  Kilboume,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor, 
George  Abernethy,  W.  H.  Willson,  William  H.  Rector,  J.  G. 
Campbell,  and  Noyes  Smith.  The  firm  was  designated  as  the 
Oregon  Exchange  Co. 

Hamilton  Cambell,  a  Methodist  missionary,  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  cut  dies  for  a  $5  gold  coin.  William  H.  Rector  may 
have  engraved  the  dies  for  a  coin  of  the  $10  denomination 
(Victor  Wallace,  machinist,  has  also  been  suggested  as  a  can- 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 

1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round-format  gold  dollars 
are  all  rarities . 3,250 

Octagonal  Gold  $1 


attractive.  Ever  popular  motif  and,  of  course,  the 

scarcest  of  the  three  denominations . 3,950 

1869  BG-1106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1871  BG-1109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  beauty. 
Very  attractive! . 1,695 

Territorial  Gold 


Rare  1849  Oregon  "Beaver"  $5 


1849  Oregon  $5.  Kagin-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  famous  Oregon 
coin . 24,500 

The  story  of  this  issue  is  fascinating,  and  we  share  some 
of  it,  as  reflected  in  some  paragraphs  from  Dave  Bowers'  book. 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan": 


— 


America  of  yesteryear —  as  shown  in  this  view  of  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  NY,  1908. 
Automobiles  were  rare  in  that  era  and  we  see  a  horse-drawn  delivery  wagon  in  front 
of  a  row  of  stores. 
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didate  [in  20th-century  numismatic  accounts  from  the  Lockley 
account  reprinted  below;  however,  it  seems  that  the  Cambell 
account  should  take  precedence]).  The  coins  produced  were  to 
be  of  virgin  gold  without  added  alloy,  although  certain  ele¬ 
ments  including  silver  were  natural  alloys  of  California  met.il 
In  duecourse,  specimens  reached  the  hast  Coast.  Messrs 
Eckfeldt  and  Dubois,  keepers  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  noted  (Jacob  K.  Eckfeldt  and  William  I  Dubois,  New 
Varieties  of  Cold  and  Silver  Coins,  Counterfeit  Coins  and  Bullion: 
With  Mint  Values.  1851,  p.  7): 

"The  coin  is  not  well  struck,  but  is  pleasantly  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  picture  of  a  beaver,  a  good  emblem  of  mining 
industry  and  of  western  life." 

A  nearly  contemporary  account  of  the  coinage  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Oregon  Statesman.  September  18,  1805.  and  may 
be  the  most  factual  known  (this  citation  having  been  furnished 
to  QDB  by  Dan  Owens): 

"OREGON  CITY,  Aug  4,  1865 

“Hon.  Samuel  E  May,  Secretary  of  State  of  Oregon 

"Sir 


“  In  reply  to  yours  of  17th  ultimo,  requesting  a  history 
of  the  mint  established  in  1849,  I  give  you  a  brief  account.  Upon 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  and  the  consequent  rush  of 
miners,  for  nearly  every  man  that  went  to  California  at  that 
time  became  a  miner,  anil  the  great  demand  for  supplies  to 
clothe  and  feed  them,  Oregon  very  naturally  sent  a  great 
number  of  her  population  together  with  all  the  supplies  that 
she  could  spare  from  her  immediate  wants,  receiving  in  return 
a  large  amount  of  gold  dust  of  the  most  superior  quality,  taken 
from  the  Feather  and  Yuba  rivers  principally 

"Nearly  every  man  brought  gold  dust  with  him  on  his 
return  to  Oregon,  and,  finding  that  a  great  annoyance  and 
waste  accompanied  the  payments  of  small  sums  in  dust,  was 
naturally  anxious  to  dispose  of  sufficiency  of  dust  for  com  to 
meet  his  immediate  demands  I  here  being  but  little  cum  in  the 
country  at  that  time,  caused  an  influx  from  the  nearest  points 
where  it  could  be  obtained,  vi/  South  America -and  as  the 
debasement  ol  the  currencv  of  nearly  all  the  South  American 
states  was  great  and  notorious,  so  much  so,  in  tac  t,  that  upon 
my  return  from  the  Atlantic  side  in  the  latter  part  of  1847, 


An  Interesting  Counterstanip 


The  other  day  your  editor  purchased  a 
well-worn  copper  cent  dated  1830,  promi¬ 
nently  counterstamped  "H.  REES"  across 
the  obverse.  We  found  this  inter¬ 
esting,  and  added  it  to  the 
dozen  or  more  pieces 
that  we  already  have 
(which  were  exam¬ 
ined  by  Gregory 
Brunk  a  number  of 
years  back  and,  for 
the  most  part,  are 
reflected  in  his  book 
on  the  subject). 

Rees  is  listed  as  a 
blacksmith  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  who  seems  to 
have  been  active  up  to  at 
least  1838,  this  being  the  latest 
date  seen  on  any  coins  he  counterstamped. 
He  seems  to  have  preferred  large  copper 
cents  for  counterstamping  purposes,  and 
dozens  are  known,  including  a  solitary 
1793  (is  this  good,  or  is  it  a  numismatic 
shame?).  He  also  is  known  to  have 
counterstamped  some  half  cents  and  at 
least  one  Spanish-America  real  or  "bit." 

For  a  long  time  — since  1955  — your  edi¬ 
tor  has  been  collecting  counterstamped 
cents,  and  it  seems  like  only  yesterday 
when  I  gave  a  presentation  concerning 
them  to  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Con¬ 
ference  held  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Society.  While  the  counterstamps  are  in¬ 


teresting  themselves  — and  1  have  made  an 
effort  to  collect  as  many  different  dates 
and  varieties  of  undertypes  that  I  can  find, 
even  more  interesting  to  me  are  the 
stories  of  the  issuers  them¬ 
selves. 

To  issue  a  counter¬ 
stamp  in  quantity,  such 
as  Rees  did,  he  must 
have  intended  to  ad¬ 
vertise.  If  the  pieces 
had  been  struck  sim¬ 
ply  as  a  whim,  such  as 
during  an  idle  mo¬ 
ment  on  a  Saturday  af¬ 
ternoon,  he  might  have 
made  just  one  or  two.  1  low- 
ever,  the  fact  that  dozens  sur¬ 
vive  today  probably  indicates  that 
many  hundreds  were  originally  marked. 
1  lowever,  Rees  did  not  see  tit  to  add  the 
name  of  his  trade,  such  as  "blacksmith,"  to 
his  stamp,  thus  the  person  receiving  a  cent 
would  not  have  known  his  line  of  trade. 
Some  of  his  counterstamps  have  the  addi¬ 
tional  mark  "PHILA,"  at  least  stating 
where  he  was  located. 

Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins,  of  Pittsfield,  NH, 
about  whom  I  wrote  a  book,  counter- 
stamped  thousands  of  coins  in  his  time, 
and  although  he  was  a  dentist  and  the  op¬ 
erator  of  a  store,  a  restaurateur,  and  com¬ 
pounder  of  patent  medicines,  his  counter¬ 
stamps  did  not  give  his  trade  either. 


before  the  gold  mines  were  discovered,  they  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  me,  during  my  stay  in  Panama,  25  of  their  nominal 
quarters  of  a  dollar  in  exchange  for  a  United  States  half  eagle 
coin;  and  when  you  take  into  consideration  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  gold  dust,  the  intrinsic  value  of  which  was  between 
$18  and  $19  per  ounce,  was  being  daily  exchanged  at  the  rate 
of  $1 1  per  ounce,  payable  in  the  debased  Sou  th  American  coin 
at  a  rate  of  four  of  these  nominal  quarters  of  a  dollar  to  the 
dollar,  you  will  see  at  once  the  enormous  loss  Oregon  was 
suffering  — the  double  discount  on  the  gold  and  coin. 

"  A  small  party  of  gentlemen  met  at  the  counting  room 
of  Campbell  4  Smith  to  take  the  foregoing  matter  into  consid¬ 
eration,  and  concluded  for  the  general  benefit  of  thecountry  to 
form  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  coining  the  dust  into  a 
shape  that  would  be  of  par  value  at  any  place  where  gold  coin 
was  used  The  names  of  the  parties  that  paid  for  the  machin¬ 
ery,  dies,  he  ,  and  that  incurred  and  lost  the  whole  expenses  of 
the  transaction  were  Kilbourne,  Magruder,  Taylor,  Rector, 
Campbell  4  Smith. 

"The  design  of  the  dies  was  drawn  by  myself  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  company,  and  immediately  adopted  as  being 
appropriate  The  tariff  on  goods  exchanged  by  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  for  furs  (of  which  beaver  money  was  the  mam 
item  in  Oregon),  being  much  less  than  for  coin,  beaver  orders 
on  the  Hudson  BjyCo  were  considered  the  best  money  in  the 
country 

"  As  soon  as  we  commenced  making  the  coin,  gold  dust 
rose  to  $16  per  ounce,  at  which  rate  we  exchanged  our  coin  for 
dust,  when  so  requested 

"  After  having  issued  some  $10,000,  and  broken  both  of 
our  crucibles  (we  had  with  much  trouble  only  been  able  to 
procure  two),  and  having  effected  our  object,  vir  -  Raised  the 
price  of  gold  dust  and  stopped  the  influx  of  South  American 
currency,  and  every  piece  that  we  coined  being  at  the  expense 
of  the  company,  we  concluded  to  cease  operations  and  did  so. 

"I  send  you  an  assay  made  for  us  at  the  US.  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  1850;  the  first  mentioned  on  the  memorandum 
was  the  clippings  of  the  last  cm  rung  and  the  contents  of  our 
last  crucible,  w  hen  it  broke,  together  w  ith  some  very  fine  Yuba 
dust  the  second  is  our  Oregon  beaver  com.  and  I  assure  you 
that  every  com  in  this  assay  was  so  abraded,  that  the  design 
was  almost  indistinguishable,  from  the  wear  by  contact  with 
alloyed  and.  of  course,  harder  com. 

*1  also  send  you  the  dies,  which,  if  you  see  proper,  I 
w  ould  like  to  ha\e  deposited  with  the  $10  piece  vou  allude  to 
They  were  made  by  W.H  Rector  and  Hamilton  Cambell  in 
Oregon. 

"If  vou  do  not  see  proper  to  so  dispose  of  the  dies, 
please  return  them  to  me  by  a  safe  hand. 

'I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"Yours  respectfully, 

*J.C  CAMPBELL 

"  The  designs  on  the  coins,  eagles  and  half  eagles  were 
as  follows: 

"On  the  eagles.  (Oregon  Exchange  Company,)  on  the 
margin,  and  (10  D  20  G  Native  Gold  Ten  D,)  across  the  face, 
and  on  the  reverse  side,  the  letters  (K  M  T.  R  C.S  (initial  letters 
of  the  bankers)  and  O.T.  (for  the  Territory)  1849)  on  the 
margin,  and  the  figure  of  a  beaver  in  the  centre;  on  the  half 
eagle,  the  same  as  on  the  first  side  of  the  eagle,  with  the 
exception  of  5  D  instead  of  10  D,  and  also  130G  instead  of  20G; 
and  on  the  reverse  side,  the  same  as  the  reverse  side  of  the 
eagle,  except  that  the  letter  (A)  appears  among  the  initial 
letters  on  the  margin,  which  is  supposed  to  represent  Gov. 
Abernethy. 

Editor,  Statesman  ' 

An  account  written  in  1928  by  Fred  Lockley  told  of  a 
second-hand  account  furnished  by  a  descendant  of  Victor 
Monroe  Wallace,  giving  somewhat  different  information: 

"James  Taylor  of  Clatsop  Plains  was  appointed  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  mint,  Truman  P  Powers,  treasurer,  W.H.  Willson, 
melter  and  coiner,  and  George  L.  Curry,  assayer...  A  com¬ 
pany  called  The  Oregon  Exchange  Company  was  formed  to 
operate  the  mint.  The  members  of  this  company  were  W.K. 
Kilbourne,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abernethy,  W.H.  Willson,  W.H.  Rector,  J.G.  Campbell  and 
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Noyes  Smith.  Mr.  Rector  was  employed  as  coiner.  Various 
historians  have  stated  that  J.G.  Campbell  made  the  stamps  and 
dies.  This  is  not  correct,  for  Mr.  Campbell  did  not  understand 
the  use  of  tools  and  could  not  have  made  them.  He  was 
authorized,  however,  to  have  the  stamps  and  dies  made.  He 
employed  a  jeweler  at  Salem  to  make  the  dies  for  the  $5  gold 
piece  and  he  hired  my  father  to  make  the  dies  for  the  $10  gold 
piece.  Father  was  employed  in  the  mint...." 

The  $5  gold  dies  bore  on  the  obverse  the  initials 
K.M.T.A.W.R.G.S.,  representing  the  names  of  the  company 
members.  The  G  was  an  error  and  should  have  been  C  for 
Campbell.  The  obverse  of  the  $5  piece  pictured  a  beaver  on  a 
log,  facing  to  the  right,  the  same  animal  which,  being  a 
trademark  of  the  Territory,  was  earlier  used  on  the  Northwest 
Co.  tokens  dated  1820.  Below  was  the  designation  T.  O.  for 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  below  that,  the  year  1849,  with 
branches  to  the  sides.  On  the  reverse  appeared  the  notation 
OREGON  EXCHANGE  COMPANY,  130G.  NATIVE  GOLD  5 
D.  The  pieces  contained  130  grains  of  gold,  or  nearly  5-1/2 
pennyweight. 

The  $10  coins  were  a  variation  of  the  same  general 
motif  and  seem  to  be  of  the  same  general  workmanship,  but 
may  have  been  cut  by  a  different  person  as  related  above.  If  so, 
the  same  tools  were  probably  used. 

In  his  memorable  book  published  last  year,  America's 
Money,  America's  Story,  Richard  Doty  commented:  "The  dies 
for  this  coinage  still  exist,  housed  at  the  Oregon  Historical 
Society  in  Portland ...  [I  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  them.] 
When  1  did  so,  one  thing  became  apparent:  the  Oregon  pio¬ 
neers  were  striking  their  eagles  and  half  eagles  by  hand, 
without  the  intervention  of  an  ordinary  coining  press.  The 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  fit  together  in  a  kind  of  socket, 
wherein  one  die  was  actually  sunk  into  a  depression,  articu¬ 
lated  with  the  other.  A  planchet  could  be  dropped  into  the  hole 
and  positioned  atop  the  lower  die.  Then  the  'press'  was  closed, 
and  the  top  die  was  struck  with  a  sledgehammer.  When  the 
apparatus  was  opened,  the  finished  coin  could  be  tapped  out 
with  a  wooden  mallet...." 

Coinage  amounted  to  approximately  6,000  of  the  $5 
pieces  and  2,850  $10  coins.  These  were  accepted  at  face  value 
in  trade  throughout  the  Oregon  Territory,  which  at  that  time 
included  the  present  states  of  Oregon  and  Washington  and  all 
land  toward  the  east  reaching  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  At  the 
time  Oregon  City  had  approximately  1,000  white  citizens, 
while  the  entire  Territory  comprised  about  9,000  immigrant 
inhabitants.  Many  of  the  Oregon  gold  coins  were  sent  to 
California  in  payment  for  merchandise,  San  Francisco  having 
established  itself  by  1849  as  the  leading  commercial  center  of 
the  West  Coast. 

In  Portland,  the  first  bank  of  importance  seems  to  have 
been  set  up  in  rooms  over  the  grocery  store  of  Ladd  &  Tilton 
in  1859  and  given  the  impressive  title  of  Bank  of  Oregon.  At  the 
time,  individuals  and  partnerships  could  engage  in  banking, 
but  no  charter  or  sanction  was  given  by  the  state  government. 
Certain  of  the  $5  and  $10  gold  "beaver"  coins  were  still  in 
circulation,  and  Ladd  &  Tilton  counterstamped  some  of  them 
with  its  advertisement.  The  firm  remained  prominent  for  the 
ensuing  decade  and  was  often  mentioned  in  accounts  of  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  especially  metal  brought  from  the  eastern 
reaches  of  the  stSteand  from  Idaho.  Eventually  nearly  all  of  the 
Oregon  Exchange  Co.  coins  were  melted.  However,  when 
Albert  D.  Richardson  traveled  through  the  state  in  1865,  he 
noted  in  his  journal  (as  given  in  Beyond  the  Mississippi,  1867,  p. 
408)  that  an  occasional  piece  could  still  be  found. 

Pattern  Coins 

1858  pattern  Indian  cent.  Pollock-259,  Judd-208. 
Proof-63.  Obverse  dated  1858,  but  of  the  same  type 
adopted  in  1859.  Reverse  with  laurel  wreath  as  is¬ 
sued  in  1859  only.  Ever  popular  as  an  eye-catching 
conversation  piece.  Only  a  few  hundred  are  known 
to  exist;  it  is  at  least  two  or  three  times  rarer  than 


an  equivalent  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent . 1,495 

1859  pattern  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 
1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  highly  im¬ 
portant  coin . 1,695 

Transitional  Pattern  1864  25C 


1864  pattern  Seated  Liberty  quarter.  P-455,  J-387. 
Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Struck  in  copper.  Reeded 
edge.  Transitional  issue  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
reverse  as  first  regularly  used  in  1866 .  2,995 

Counterstamped  Coins 

1807  Draped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  with 

"R.  Keen"  on  the  obverse.  F . 195 

1863  Indian  cent  "NY-650-A-1."  VG.  Merchant  coun¬ 
terstamp,  quasi  "Civil  War  token"  with  W.P. 
Davis,  Engine,  Calendar  &  Tile  Machine  Manf'r 
No.  Bloomfield  NY.  Interesting  and  rather  spec¬ 
tacular  in  appearance.  First  seen!  . 475 


1874  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  counterstamped 
with  SAGE'S  CANDY  COIN.  VG.  A  somewhat 
mysterious  issue;  in  1874  the  proprietor  of  Sage's 
Candy  apparently  featured  silver  quarters,  half 
dollars,  and  trade  dollars  as  a  promotion  of  some 
type.  No  other  dates  or  denominations  are 
known,  nor  is  the  identity  of  Sage  known  (it  is  not 
our  early  numismatic  dealer  luminary,  Augustus 
B.  Sage) . 295 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Atwood's  Railroad  Hotel,  New  York  City.  Low-201. 
Copper.  Rarity-7.  AU-58.  Depicts  Washington  on 
horseback.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  19th- 
century  New  York  City  store  cards  and  transpor¬ 
tation  tokens . 1,795 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 
1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-style  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty 
King  George  IV  and  included  many  other  lumi- 
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United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  great  reference  book  will  be  a  corner¬ 
stone  in  your  numismatic  library!  Answers  these 
important  questions:  How  rare  is  it?  What  did  it 
sell  for?  What  is  it  really  worth?  In  writing  this 
book  in  1994,  Mr.  Pollock  (at  the  time  a  staff 
numismatist  for  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries), 
extensively  utilized  the  coins  from  the  Harry  W. 
Bass,  Jr.  Research  Foundation.  Through  studies 
that  occupied  several  years,  he  meticulously 
evaluated  rarity  and  assembled  market  price 
data,  often  finding  that  certain  previously  pub¬ 
lished  rarity  ratings  were  far  off  the  mark. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BPO-100.  List  price 
$79.00. 

For  your  special  discount  information  see 
page  89. 
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naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among 
others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  han¬ 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of¬ 
fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities  —  the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below)  town 
house  in  New  York  City.  Includes  41)  medals,  41.1 
mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 
bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in 
1820:  "Allan,  John,  Esq.  United  States,"  Mr  Paine  (New 
York),  and  Thomas  Lyman,  F.sc|.  ("United  States"). 

Other  subscribers  included  t  lis  Majesty  George  IV,  I  lis 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York.  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state  personages 
It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country  estate  would  have 
been  complete  without  a  set!  Other  patrons,  obscure  and  well 
known,  included  these  selected  listings  "Miss  Scott,  Rose 
Cottage,  Cobham;"  Lieutenant  General  Duncan  Campbell 
(who  ordered  three  full  sets);  the  partnership  of  Zanetti  and 
Agnew,  Manchester,  who  ordered  six  sets;  Messrs  Marsh  & 
Co.,  Bankers;  Messrs.  Thomason  and  Jones,  of  Birmingham, 
two  sets,  Thomason  being  a  well-known  engraver  of  the 
period,  William  Wyon,  distinguished  engraver  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  London.  Quantity  purchasers  included  Messrs.  Solomon 
and  Lewis,  location  not  given,  50  sets;  Mr  M.  Young,  location 
not  given,  55  sets;  and  Mr.  Whiteaves  of  Fleet  Street,  London, 
who  signed  up  for  an  ama/ing  93  sets  Remarkable  for  their 
absence  are  collectors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due 
to  the  political  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in 
recent  times.  However,  Mrs  Brown,  otherwise  unidentified,  is 
listed  from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described  as  "late 
director  of  the  Louvre." 

1834  Hard  Times  token-9  (Rulau  txx>k).  L-8  (Low  num¬ 


ber;  Lyman  H.  Low,  1899,  book).  MS-63  RB.  An 
interesting  token  in  verv  nice  preservation.  ...  350 
1834  Hard  Times  token.  L-8.  Running  Boar.  EF-45.  55 
1837  Hard  Times  token.  L-19.  MS-64  RB . 419 


1837 1  lard  Times  token.  L.— 49.  EF-45.  Attractive  golden 
tan  surfaces.  The  ever-popular  Half  Cent  of  Pure 
Copper  issue,  as  listed  in  the  Gunk •  Book;  no  half 
cents  were  struck  in  1837,  and  tokens  such  as  this 

served  as  a  substitute . 145 

1833  Hard  Times  Token.  L-51.  HTT-70.  Jackson  in 

safe/balky  mule  motifs.  MS-64  RB . 350 

1837  Hard  Times  Token.  L-52.  Brass.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  Jackson  in  safe/balky  mule 

motifs . 675 

1833  Hard  Times  token.  L-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis  Brigham. 
AU-50.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts, 
token.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue  depicting  a 
long  row  of  storefronts  in  this  whaling  port. ...  1,095 
1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford 

Token.  VF-30 . 325 

From  the  Garrett  sale.  Lot  1 155. 

1837  L-97.  HTT-293.  MS-64  RB.  Merchants'  Exchange, 
New  York  City  (the  old  building  which  burned  in 

1835).  Attractive . 425 

Circa  (1868)  Baker-251.  Washington  medalet  by 


George  H.  Lovett.  Grant  and  Washington.  Proof- 
65  RD.  Very  scarce;  first  we  have  offered,  to  our 
recollection . 325 

Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 


1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold.  EF. 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black 
1  lawks.  A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  histo¬ 
rian  and  specialist . 2,895 

Empire  Coin  Company  token,  t  irca  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm.  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us  I  he 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 
the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
1MMUN1S  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these  when  moving  some  "stuff."  Each  $9.95,  25 
for . 149 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1883  Hawaiian  10t.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  rare 
so  nice.  This  and  other  business  strike  Hawai¬ 
ian  silver  coins  of  1883  were  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  but  no  one  thought  to  add  an  S 


mintmark . 1,695 

1883  Hawaiian  10«.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .389 


Miscellany 

Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  Wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the 
present  century  — just  the  sort  of  device  that 
would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I  he  wheel,  about  six  feet 
in  diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed 
in  a  vertical  position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented 
with  numbers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mir¬ 
rored  panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemble. 
We  came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on 
the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years 


of  being  interested  in  antique  gambling  devices, 
we've  encountered  only  one  other  for  sale.  Basi¬ 
cally  "original"  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  es¬ 
sentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered  f.o.b. 

Massachusetts . 3,450 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand.  Re¬ 
placement  material  required  various  properties  to 
simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private 
companies  were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as 
diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  pre¬ 
pared  for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic  "Planchets"  or 
du»ks  which  were  left  over  from  one  of  the  private 
companies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types 
of  material:  General-purpose  phenolic  resin  is 
very  dark  brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six 
concentric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  The  Urea- 
formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76 
grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each 
side.  Order  either  type,  each  for . 59 

Currency 

1875  SI  Legal  Tender  note.  F-20.  Series  1875.  Crisp 
Uncirculated.  A  lovely  specimen  of  thus  issue.  635 
Pels  "rebus  puzzle  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 

Paper  Americana 

c.1907  coin  postcards  of  different  countries  housed  in 
a  bound  book.  24  pages  with  a  card  on  both  sides. 
Individual  cards  have  sold  for  over  $100  each.  A 

find;  the  first  set  or  album  we've  seen . 895 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted  on 
steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1930s,  depict¬ 
ing  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill-fated  Zep¬ 
pelin  HinJenburg.  American  Airlines,  Inc.  offered 
exclusive  connecting  service  to  the  HinJenburg, 
apparently  for  only  a  very  short  time.  We  bought 
a  little  group  of  these,  but  as  we  go  to  press,  only 
one  remains . 99 


Coming  Your  Wai/! 

Some  really  interesting  issues  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector 
are  in  the  works.  Be  sure  your  subscrip¬ 
tion  is  up  to  date,  so  as  not  to  miss  a  single 
one!  Some  very  notable  auction  catalogues 
will  be  arriving  in  your  mailbox,  too. 


88 


May-June  1999/  Rare  Coin  Review  #129 


Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 

Discounts  on  Every  Item! 


There  has  never  been  a  better  tune... 

to  learn  about  numismatics.  Never  be¬ 
fore  has  there  been  so  much  information, 
both  general  and  specialized,  available  to 
coin  collectors.  Right  now  much  research  is 
being  done  in  almost  every  area  of  numis¬ 
matics  and  you  can  be  the  beneficiary  of  all 
this  work. 

As  we  have  been  saying  for 
over  45  years  now,  knowledge 
really  is  the  key  to  profit.  A 
well-educated  and  informed 
collector  is  prepared  to  make 
important  purchasing  decisions, 
not  based  simply  on  grading 
numbers,  prices,  or  sales 
pitches,  but  based  on  a  founda¬ 
tion  of  fact  (or.  at  least  intelli¬ 
gently  formed  opinions).  And,  as 
we  like  to  point  out,  from  our 
business  standpoint,  numis- 
matically  knowledgeable  collec¬ 
tors  also  make  the  best  clients. 

This  is  because  our  goal  is  to  provide 
scarce  and  rare  coins  of  high-quality  and  ex¬ 
cellent  aesthetic  appeal  to  those  who  truly 
appreciate  them. 

Over  the  years  we  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  handle  the  collections  of  some  of 
the  most  well-known  collectors  of  all  time. 
In  many  cases,  the  great  monetary  value  of 
these  collections  was  dependent  on  knowl¬ 
edgeable  purchasing  strategies.  Many  of 
these  collectors  were  astute  enough  to  build 
fine  numismatic  libraries  and  use  them.  In 
fact,  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  whose  collection  is 
currently  being  featured  in  our  auction  se¬ 
ries,  considered  the  formation  of  a  reference 
library  to  be  his  first  order  of  activity. 

Not  only  can  numismatic  books  add  to 
your  bottom  line,  they  can  also  enhance 
your  enjoyment  of  the  "world's  greatest 
hobby."  For  reading  about  coins  (or 
stamps,  art,  etc.)  is  what  transforms  coin 
collecting  (or  any  other  form  of  collecting) 
from  mere  acquisition  to  hobby;  through 
numismatic  literature  coins  come  alive, 
taking  on  aspects  of  history,  romance,  and 
art  that  can  completely  be  missed  by  one 
who  wishes  only  to  acquire  objects. 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  like 
to  do  our  part  in  helping  you  to  learn  more 
about  and  therefore  increase  your  enjoy¬ 


ment  of  numismatics.  That  is  why  we  offer 
all  our  books  at  discount  prices.  Every  book 
purchased  comes  with  an  automatic  10% 
discount  off  the  list  price.  And,  if  you  order 
books  whose  list  prices  total  $100  or  more, 
we  offer  a  generous  20%  discount.  (Dis¬ 
counts  do  not  apply  to  books  already  of¬ 
fered  at  discount  prices). 

Neiv  to  our  listings 

Washington  quarters 
have  been  in  the  news 
lately,  what  with  the  new 
commemorative  reverse 
Washington  quarter  pro¬ 
gram.  A  fine  new  book, 
The  Best  of  the  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Vari¬ 
eties,  by  John  A.  Wexler 
and  Kevin  Flynn  has  just 
arrived  in  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department.  This 
8-1/2  x  11  inch  volume  features  139 
of  the  most  desirable  doubled  die  varieties 
in  this  popular  modern  series.  Included  are 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-referenced  in¬ 
formation,  values,  rarity,  and  more.  De¬ 
tailed  die  markers  are  provided  for  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  Believe  it  or  not,  this 
186-page  book  is  illustrated  with  over  1,000 
high-quality  photos.  A  must-have  reference 
book  for  any  serious  Washington  quarter 
collector  who  is  interested  in  die  varieties. 
The  retail  price  is  $39.95  (plus  shipping 
and  handling),  but  you  of  course  get  to 
take  at  least  a  10%  discount. 

Other  news 

As  for  other  upcoming  volumes  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  we  have  so 
many  in  the  works  that  there  really  isn't 
room  here  to  list  them  all.  Dave  Bowers  is 
currently  hard  at  work  on  another  of  his 
numismatic/ historical  books,  this  one  con¬ 
centrating  on  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all 
numismatic  delicacies,  the  1804  silver  dollar. 
To  be  specific,  the  book  focuses  on  an  1804 
silver  dollar  sent  with  consul  Edmund  Rob¬ 
erts  (who  was  from  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  just  an  hour  down  the  road 
from  Wolfeboro)  to  be  given  to  the  Sultan  of 
Muscat.  The  tale  of  this  journey,  plus  much 
more,  makes  this  another  one  of  Dave's 


must-read  books. 

Also  coming  up  will  be  a  sylloge  featur¬ 
ing  the  coins  from  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Research  Foundation. 

For  territorial  and  private  gold  special¬ 
ists,  we  are  also  working  on  a  volume  by 
Dan  Owens  tentatively  titled  California 
Coiners  and  Assayers. 

But,  for  now... 

peruse  the  following  pages,  select  the 
titles  of  interest,  and  give  any  of  the  fine 
people  in  our  Publications  Department  a 
call.  Don't  forget  our  generous  discounts 
apply  to  every  order! 

Happy  Reading, 

Mary 

Publications  Department 

The  B&M  Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 

Review— Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President -Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept.  — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate; 
Janet  Lavertue,  Chris  Karstedt, Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept.-Q.  David  Bowers,  Director; 
John  Pack,  Manager;  Denise  D'Eri.  Numismatists: 
Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N . 
Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van 
Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. -Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•  Graphics  Dept.  — Jennifer  Meers,  Robin 
Edgerly,  Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia, 
Manager,  Photography  Department. 

•  Administration -John  Babalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Donna  A. 
Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly,  Guy  Hughes,  Donna 
Pearo,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Kathleen  Lancor. 

•  Publications  Dept.  -  John  Babalis,  Mary  Tocci. 

•  Financial  Department  -  Barb  Clifford, 
Controller,  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Debbie  McDonald. 

•  Network/IS  Administrator —  Thomas 
Trumble. 
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Numismatic 

Books 

Fob  (Sale 

lake  advantage  of  our 
especial  discounts  on 
these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100 
in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  to¬ 
tals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchan- 
disealready  offered  at  special  prices. 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature  Vol.  II:  20th-Century 
Auction  Catalogues 
By  john  UV.  Adam s 

An  impressive  reference  books.  The  au¬ 
thor  has  studied  sales  held  by  major  U.S. 
auction  firms  of  the  1900-1950  era.  418 
pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-724. 

List  $125.00 


Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 
By  David  Akers 
Much  worthwhile  informa¬ 
tion  about  Saint-Gaudens  and 
Pratt  S2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages.  Illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 

List  $19.95. 
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Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 
By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  inter¬ 
ested  collector  needs  to 
know  about  half  dimes. 
168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95. 


tmi  coMnrtr 

GUV  PC  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Twenty-two  profusely  il¬ 
lustrated  chapters  are  filled 
with  stories  of  treasures  hid¬ 
den,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-104. 

List  $59.95. 


The  ANA  Centennial 
History 

by  Q.  David  Beavers 
A  two-volume  book  on  the 
history  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-710. 

List  $159.00. 
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American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War, 
1760-1860 
By  Q.  Dai’id  Bcnvers 
This  book,  emphasizing 
the  storv  of  Augustus  B.  Sage, 
will  give  you  an  "I  am  there" 
feeling  for  the  early  days  of 
American  numismatics.  432 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-405. 

I  ist  $89.95  _ 

A  Buyer's  and  En  thusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cent 
through  the  pages  of  this  fas¬ 
cinating  book  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-311. 

List  $45.00 

A  Biter's  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure 
trove  of  i  nformation  on  these 
popular  series.  Updated  in¬ 
formation  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mint- 
mark.  304  pages,  illustrated 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.BBM-102. 

List  $19.95 
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From  the  i  1 1  ustrious  series  of  monographs  relating 
to  the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference"  held 
each  year  in  New  York  City  by  the  ANS,  each 
volume  is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many  au¬ 
thors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and  will  be  a  fine 
addition  to  any  library. 

America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-210 
List  515.00 

America's  Silver  Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-211 
List  525.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-212 
List  515.00 

The  Token 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-213 
List  S25.00 

Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 

Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound.  34b  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  B  AN-214 
List  515.00 

America's  Large  Cent 

Edited  by  /(Vim  Al.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-215 
List  $15.00 


Money  of  the 
American  Colonies 
and  Confederation 
By  Philip  L.  Mossman 
A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an 
ideal  companion  to  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  B MO-200 
List  $100.00 


MONEY 
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Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100 
in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  to¬ 
tals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchan¬ 
dise  already  offered  at  special  prices. 


Numismatist's 
"Companion"  Books 

Each  book  in  the  "Com¬ 
panion"  series  is  edited  by 
QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and  infor¬ 
mative  reading.  Softbound, 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 

Numismatist's  Bedside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Country¬ 
side  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Downtown 
Companion 

stock  No.  BBM-208. 

List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Lakeside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Topside 
Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 

List  $12.95. 
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—  Numismatists  iravlunG 

COMPANION 


V1ISMATIST  S  1RA\ 

Companion 

stock  No.  BBM-210. 
List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's  Weei 

Stock  No.  BBM-206. 
List  $12.95. 


Numismatists  wteksnO 

COMPANION 


Buyer's  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Describes  each  type  of 
United  States  gold  coin  from 
1795  onward.  A  highly  useful 
book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350 
List  $12.95. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-351. 
List  $19.95 


BUYER’S 
GUIDED 
UNITED.  * 
SHOES'! 

GOLD  COINS 
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Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money  A  Peek  at 
the  19th  Century 

New  introduction  In/  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we 
have  reprinted  some  of  our 
favorite  articles  printed  in 
the  19th  century.  A  lot  of 
fun,  informative  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95. 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 
Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  pre¬ 
viously  unpublished  informa¬ 
tion  about  rarity,  market  analy¬ 
ses,  etc.!  768  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308. 
List  $39.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 
List  $49.95 


Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  standard 
reference  on  old-time  auto¬ 
matic  music  makers.  If  you 
like  music  or  nostalgia,  you'll 
love  this  book.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 

List  $89.95 

The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Covers  all  American  series 
from  colonials  to  territorial 
gold,  half  cents  to  $20  gold. 
Equivalent  to  a  university 
course  in  coins,  and,  probably, 
would  cost  $5,000  or  more! 
572  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95. 
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The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

A*  Illustrated  by  the 
Canett  Collection 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


U.S.  Coins  by  Design  Types: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuablefor  the  type  collec¬ 
tor.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 
List  $9.95 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
All  U.S.  coppers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail.  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 
List  $9.95 

U.S.  34  and  54  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these  se¬ 
ries.  168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  $9.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chronicl  ing 
the  life  of  this  magnificent  col¬ 
lector  and  his  fascinating  collec¬ 
tion  which,  when  sold,  realized 
$44  million!  176  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Second  printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


The  Treasure  Ship  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  exciting  book  which 
chronicles  the  story  of  this  ill- 
fated  vessel,  its  loss  and  recov¬ 
ery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Francisco  and  a 
history  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 
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By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work  on  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins.  When  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  James  Baker 
wanted  to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted  this  book 
Award  winner.  415  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 
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Numismatic 
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fon  Sale 

Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100 
in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  to- 
tals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchan- 
disealready  offered  at  special  prices. 


Waterford  Water  Cure 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  arcane,  but  fascinating  in¬ 
quiry  into  counterstamped 
coins.  We'll  make  this  daring 
guarantee:  if  you  buy  this  book 
and  don't  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  a  refund  will  be 
sent,  and  vou  can  keep  the  book 
fret'!  224  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 
The  master  source,  the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  information  gather 
over  a  long  period  of  years  bv 
one  of  America's  most  highly 
acclaimed  numismatic  re¬ 
searchers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $125.00 
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Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 
By  Q.  David  Bower s 
This  award-winning  volume 
details  the  almost  unbelievable 
life  of  Virgil  Brand  who  as¬ 
sembled  the  largest  coin  collec¬ 
tion  of  all  time.  248  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


VWCIl  BRAND 
The  Man  and  Hi*  Era 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 
Edited  bi/  Carl  TV. A.  Carlson 
&  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Re¬ 
search  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  fig¬ 
ures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-711. 

List  $65 


Standing  Liberia 
Quarters 
By  f.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac-  j 
knowledged  expert  (whose 
reference  collection  we  had 
the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago).  1 75 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


The  Smart  Collector 
Bi/  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary.  Gen¬ 
eral  information  is  given  con¬ 
cerning  each  design,  followed 
by  "What  Will  It  Cost?"  (a  com¬ 
mentary'  on  the  cost  of  form- 
ingacollectionofthespecialty) 
and  "Fast  Facts"  (basic  infor¬ 
mation).  254  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCVV-700. 

List  $22.00 
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Early  Coins  of  America 
By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this 
volume  appeared  in  18 75  and 
has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colo¬ 
nial,  state,  and  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Durst  reprint. 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 
1 1st  MSJ» 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 
By  Richard  Doty 
Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Book  of 
theYearatthe  1998  AN  A  Con¬ 
vention.  244  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B DO-500. 
List  $34.95 


Bowers  and  Merena's 
Little  Editions 
A  series  of  monographs  on  a 
variety  of  coin-related  topics, 
from  famous  figures  to  studies 
on  popular  series  to  investiga¬ 
tive  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 
by  A.L.  Drummond 

Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95. 

A  Review  of  the  Commemorative 
Coin  Market 
by  Q.  David  Bouvrs 

Stock  No.  BLt-502.  l  ist  $5.95. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the  Coin 
Collectors  Kline 
by  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  $5.95. 

Woodw  ard's  Sale  of  the  John  F. 
McCoy  Collection 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95. 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
\  arieties:  T  he  \  AM  Keys 
By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  Jeff 
Oxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most 
popular  Morgan  dollar  varieties. 
Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to 
"cherrvpick"  for  valuable  die  vari¬ 
eties.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  S24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.BFt-301.  Li-t  $24 .95 


Bill  Fiyaz's  Counter  fett 
Detection  Glide 
By  Pill  Fiivz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  refer¬ 
ence,  designed  to  enable  vou  to 
recognize  genuine  pieces,  with 
the  potential  to  save  (or  make) 
vou  money  when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-115. 

List  510.00 


Chfrrypickers'  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton 

The  150  most  interesting  variet¬ 
ies  described  in  a  handy,  spiral 
bound  volume  that  will  fit  in  a 
coat  pocket.  220  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-114. 

List  $19.95 
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Numismatic 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books! 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100 
in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  to¬ 
tals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchan¬ 
dise  already  offered  at  special  prices. 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira 
S.  and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg 
The  essential  work  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  United  States 
currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-105. 

List  $35.00 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 

COMMEMORATIVES 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 
ability  of  various  issues  in 
various  grades. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-851. 

List  $29.95 


,  Certified. 
Commemoratives 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 
Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  Highly  ac¬ 
claimed  and  with  enough  in¬ 
formation  for  two  books! 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  B LA-1 07. 

List  $43.95 


Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece: 
1864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 
Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been  stud¬ 
ied  by  this  well-known  author. 
Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  at¬ 
tributing  your  collection.  248 
pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


Collective  Vol  4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  TV.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from  recent  years 
from  the  journal  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club.  Full  of  research  infor¬ 
mation,  market  data,  collecting  insights 
and  more.  600  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages,  illus¬ 
trated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


Th* 

Gobrecht 

Journal 


The 

Liberty 

Seated 

Collectors 

Club 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of 
America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 
The  source  for  early  Ameri¬ 
can  paper  money  collectors  in¬ 
cluding  comprehensive  infor¬ 
mation  on  every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 


JUt  EARLY 
PAPER  MONEY 
OE  AMERICA 


Basic  Guide  to 
United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and 
Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 


<gX*s~Cs} 

Guide's  1.8. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Miuliael  J.  Hodder 
*24  Q  David  Bowers 


An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  /.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Col¬ 
lection,  and  its  formation  over 
several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-145. 

List  $29.95 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969- 
1994:  An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 
By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken,  for 
writing  this!)  93  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BMT-100. 

List  $19.95 


First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke 
Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia  and  Boston 
in  the  19th  century.  Great 
reading  for  the  numis¬ 
matic  buff. 

Hardbound  — 3  Vols. 

Stock  No.  BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 
The  standard  reference  on  the 
series,  a  "must-have"  book.  Pho¬ 
tographs  of  die  varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces  enlarged 
two  diameters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV-100. 

List  $59.95 


Mason's  ■  Mason's  ■  The  Later 

Stamp  &  Coin  I  Sump  &  Coin  ■  Publications  ol 
Collector's  I  Collector's  H  Locke  Mason 

Magazine  I  Magazine  I 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  LV.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series, 
with  much  information,  price 
data,  etc.,  not  available  in  any  other 
volume.  Award  winner.  A  must 
for  every  advanced  library.  524 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO-100. 

List  $79.00 
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Numismatic 
Books 
For  6ale 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books! 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100 
in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  to¬ 
tals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchan¬ 
dise  already  offered  at  special  prices. 


Photograde 
By  lames  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 
224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  At  one  time  this  was  the 
most-requested  book  in  the 
Detroit  Public  Library  sys¬ 
tem.  It  is  true!  Now  in  its 
18th  edition,  224  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  HRU-414. 

Li-t  S10.9S 


Penny  Whimsy 
By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  this  classic  text,  the 
first  m  the  American  series  to 
combinedetailed  numismatic 
die  descriptioas  with  history, 
collecting  information,  opin- 
ioas,  a  delightful  mixture.  340 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 
l  ist  $50.00 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 
By  Ginger  Rapsus 
This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coinage, 
the  composition  of  the  new  clad 
coins,  and  gives  mintage  figures 
for  all  issuesand  dates.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-511. 


List  $12.95 


Bust  Half  Fever 
1807-1836 
By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highlv  interesting  book 
covering  all  die  varieties, 
the  background  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  grading  collecting,  etc. 
330  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSO-752. 

List  $60.00 


The  Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington 

Bif  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 
This  second  edition  covers 
Washington  coins,  medals, 
tokens,  plaques,  and  badges 
issued  from  1783  to  the 
present,  with  clear  photos,  de¬ 
scriptions,  and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  illustrated. 


U.S.  Error  Note 
Encyclopedia 
By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  book  illustrates  many 
different  types  of  currency  er¬ 
rors.  A  great  guide  for  answer¬ 
ing  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  view  of  market  values. 
431  pages,  illustrated. 


Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 
By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  updated  in¬ 
formation  on  every  coin  in  the 
series.  Over  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 
List  $19.95. 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 
Collected  essays  by  this  popu¬ 
lar  Coin  Lore  columnist.  Easy, 
informative  reading  on  about  as 
many  various  subjects  as  there 
are  chapters  in  the  book:  42. 224 
pages. 

Softbound. 


Stock  No.  BTF.-B00. 


List  $22.00. 


The  Complete  Glide  to 
Franklin  Hale  Dollars 

By  Rick  Tomaska 
The  first  book  devoted  solely 
to  the  Franklin  half  dollar  series. 
Includes  date-bv-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  information,  rarity 
estimates,  and  more  240  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-100. 
List  $19.95 


Official  Guide  to  Coin 
Grading  and  CouvnERFErT 
Detection 

Edited  b i/  Scott  A.  Travers 

/nfnx/iit  fuwi  bv  Q  Darid  Bourrs 
Explains  and  illustrates  the 
standards  for  grading  MintState 
coins,  plus  information  on  coun¬ 
terfeits,  forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  page's,  illustrated 
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Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 
List  $34.95 


Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BM  -300. 
List  $32.00 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 
List  $29.95 


Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 
Tokens  1700-1900 
By  Russell  Rulau 
Contains  thousands  of  list¬ 
ings  and  photographs,  rarity 
ratings,  and  just  about  every¬ 
thing  else  you  need  to  know  to 
buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and 
appreciate  United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

8t/  Anthony  Swiatek  & 
Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of 
this  well-known  and 
highlv  regarded  classic. 
386  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSVV-742. 


List  $29.95 


Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins 

Over  $100 

Foreuvni  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  draws  a  roadmap 
detailing  both  the  hits  and  the 
misses  — the  coins  that,  in  his 
opinion,  represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should  steer  clear  of. 
134  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 
List  $11.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books! 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100 
in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  to¬ 
tals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchan¬ 
dise  already  offered  at  special  prices. 


Comprehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 
A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


Terms  of  (Sale 

1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment  —  TOLL-FREE  —  at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  resi¬ 
dents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  "ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:"  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your 
order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express;  or  if  you 
have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We 
will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for 


|  The  Best  of  Washi  NGTON 
Quarter  Doubled  Die 
Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
Features  139  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values,  rarity,  and 
more.  186  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 


Ifcr  M  Ibf  WuMaflnn  fmrta 


Gold  Coi 
neca  Min 


THE  DAHLO- 


By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at 
the  Dahlonega  Mint,  including 
availability  and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  250  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-818. 

List  $25.00 


List  $39.95 


The  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  PhD. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  vari¬ 
eties  in  this  popular  series,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks, 
die  modifications,  major  die 
breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus 
helpful  hints  for  cherrypicking. 
316  pages,  illustrated. 
Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-202. 

List  $40.00 


John  Reich 
a  numismatic  biography 
By  Stewart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich,  de¬ 
signer  of  the  1807  Capped  Bust 
coinage,  come  alive.  48  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the 

nn 

Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  re- 

search  Doug  Winter  has  done 

since  the  first  edition  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings. 

1838-lXftl 

strike  information,  surfaces,  lus- 

Dougin  Wlnlw  . 

tre,  die  varieties  and  more  for 
each  issue.  220  pages,  illustrated . 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-819. 
List  $35.00 


The  Medal  Maker 
Master  Sculptor  Laura  Gardin 
Fraser 

A  rare  16-minute  1929  vintage 
film  (now  in  video)  showing 
Laura  Gardin  Fraser  preparing 
the  model  for  America's  most 
prestigious  sculpture  award. 
Video. 

Stock  No.  BVI-110 
List  $29.95 


JOHANN  UA1TIIAI  S  REICH 


Alt o  known  os 
JOHN  REICH 


by  Stewart  Witham 


orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask 
about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of 
receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a 
return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion 
coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or 
coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are 
final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  ser¬ 
vices  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same 
sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  re¬ 
spect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can 
and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of 
various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numisma¬ 
tists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David 
Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Collector's  Universe 
(PCGS). 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to 
be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money 
paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further 
liability). 


6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Ray  Merena  was 
president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profes¬ 
sion  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  conventions  and 
are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries 
on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  de¬ 
mand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over 
a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well 
as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New' 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  spe¬ 
cial  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typo¬ 
graphical  errors,  w'e  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which 
may  occur. 
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Spectacular 
Auction  Season 


Can  Realize  Top 
Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  sea¬ 
sons  for  1999  and  2000.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell, 
Bowers  and  Merena  is  the  only  place  for  you.  Remember,  the 
same  numismatic  expertise  and  quality  presentation  which  char¬ 
acterized  such  record-breaking  sales  as  the  Eliasberg,  Norweb, 
Garrett,  and  Brand  collections  can  promote  your  individual 
coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Consigning  is  easy  and  gener¬ 
ous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your 
consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack,  our  Auction  Manager,  tor 
complete  details,  including  our  new  low  commission  rates.  It 
may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  vou  have 
ever  made! 


Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 

800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auctions  bowersandmerena.com 


Our  Upcoming  Sales . . . 


August  9,  1 999 

Chicago,  Illinois 

The  Rarities  Sale 


August  28-31,  1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 

Includes  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 


October  1-3,  1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Bass  Collection  -  Part  II 


March  23-25,  2000 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

May  27-29,  2000 

New  York  City,  New  York 


Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next  five  years' 
January  4-5,  2000;  January  2-3,  2001;  January  8-9,  2002;  January  7-8,  2003;  and  January  6-7,  2004 


We  sold  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  specimen  of  the  1804  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  for  $1,81 5,000, 
the  highest  price  paid  at  auction 
for  a  United  States  coin. 


We  also  hold  the  record  for  the 
second  highest  price  paid  at  auc¬ 
tion  for  a  U.S.  coin:  $1,485,000 
for  a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel. 
In  fact,  of  the  top  10  individual 
U.S.  coins  sold  at  public  auction, 
we  sold  seven  of  them. 


August  9-12,  2000 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

(with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention) 

October  19-21,  2000 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 


November  11-13,  1999 

Baltimore ,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 


January  4-5,  2000 

Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll  Free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 


